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Boston's Open Space 
Volume Two: The Inventory 
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This volume is subtitled “The Inventory” because it contains lists, locations, and 
descriptions of public open space located in the City of Boston. It is intended to 
be used as a companion document to Volume I, “The Plan" which discusses the 
nature of outdoor recreational space in Boston and outlines the City’s policy goals 
and objectives for these spaces over the next five years (1987-92). 


The information contained in this document is the product of an extensive year- 
long survey and investigation of the location, condition, and use of parks, play- 
grounds, squares, malls, plazas, school-yards, beaches, community gardens, urban 
wilds, swimming pools, skating rinks, and historic cemeteries throughout the City. 
Not all of these sites and facilities are under the direct control of the City of 
Boston, so the planning process included several detailed information exchanges 
with agencies such as: the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC); the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management (DEM); 
and the National Park Service (NPS). 


Of the City’s open space holdings, over 240 sites were selected to be visited, 
studied, and evaluated by The Halvorson Company, a Boston based landscape 
architectual firm. Commencing in December 1986 with the gathering of site 
maps from the Parks Department archives, the team of experienced landscape 
architects, horticulturalists, and engineers began an exhaustive process research- 
ing and preparing for the spring site visits. The purpose of the field survey was to 
provide an overview of the design, physical condition, functioning, maintenance, 
use, and visual character of these sites. 


The Halvorson team focused on City-owned parks and playgrounds, the most 
popularly identifiable component of the open space system. In addition, the team 
visited several City-owned urban wilds. A summary of their citywide findings is 
contained in this document. Other urban wilds were surveyed by Geraldine 
Weinstein Associates using a similar evaluation method. Fifty community 
gardens representing over 80 percent of urban gardening space in the City were 
reviewed and evaluated by Boston Urban Gardeners. Both the Weinstein Associ- 
ates and Boston Urban Gardeners’ evaluations were very helpful in checking 
neighborhood open space inventories, and developing policies in Volume I. 


Information in this document is organized by neighborhoods, and presented 
alphabetically with the Central neighborhood being divided into three distinct 
areas; Chinatown, Downtown, and the North End. Each neighborhood section 
contains: a map of the area’s public open space; a map key; an inventory organ- 
ized by type of land use; and selected site summaries. The site summaries 
include: a description of the site; a brief condition assessment; and major site 
issues. All City-owned parks, playgrounds, and park-like squares can also be 
located on a master list. A glossary of terms found in the selected site summaries 
is included to assist the reader. 


Introduction 


Boston's Open Space 
Volume Two: The Inventory 


This document represents the work of many individuals and organizations who 
have attempted to identify and evaluate the many distinct pieces that together 
represent the wealth and diversity of Boston’s open space. This document along 
with the policies identified in Volume I will be the foundation upon which the 
City will construct its efforts to revitalize this system for the use and enjoyment of 
all. 


Map 


Neighborhoods of Boston 


Charlestown 
East Boston 
(North End) s 
(Downtown) 
(Chinatown) ey 
Allston/ 
Brighton 


Fenway/ 
Kenmore 


South 
Boston 


North 
Dorchester 


South 
Dorchester 
West 
Roxbury 
Hyde Park 


38 


ks 9 i 
blab eth: cai 


oe . 


i) Py 


r 


ide 
eeds 


N 


of Ci 
ons and 


ry 


1 


Summa 
ondit 


C 


‘ kone! ae ee 

- “< : - Pie ; 7 a 

* Pipe : ’ - ee: : 

en - 
i 


Pa - Por 4; ' ‘es ['sbbig iy OE Om Coaree ~~ 


+ 


. 


> 


Summary of Findings: 


Highlights of Citywide Condition Assessment 


Se a ana Se SSeS sha SSS SS SS 


Introduction 


Park Development Needs 


The following summarizes and highlights the citywide condition assessment of 
the Boston park system. This summary, which represents the most comprehen- 
sive park survey ever conducted by the City of Boston, was performed by The 
Halvorson Company, Inc., landscape architects and site planning consultants, for 
the Mayor’s Office of Capital Planning. The Halvorson Company evaluated the 
condition, use, and maintenance of 241 parks, squares, and other recreational 
areas throughout the City. 


The Halvorson report, summarized here, provides an overview not only of the 
physical condition, functioning, and maintenance of recreational sites, but also of 
the design and visual character of those sites which affects their use and condi- 
tion. 


In determining the recreational needs of each neighborhood relative to the 
availability of appropriate open space, the main factors were the density of 
development and the number and distribution of parks. Although the scope of this 
survey did not include a detailed study of the regional park system, the proximity 
of these recreational facilities was taken into consideration in determining the 
adequacy of neighborhood recreational resources. Following are highlights of the 
needs assessment findings. 


Sports fields are notably lacking in the more densely developed neighborhoods 
near the City’s center, as well as in some of the hillier areas of Roxbury and 
Jamaica Plain. While the large, level land areas required to construct field sports 
facilities are difficult to create in already developed neighborhoods, priority 
should be given to identifying suitable sites for sports field development in those 
neighborhoods where they are scarce. 


Boston has benefitted greatly from the far-sighted vision of its 19th century park 
planners. However, since the development of the Emerald Necklace, there has 
been no comparable effort to extend the system of naturally landscaped parks to 
Boston’s outlying neighborhoods. The Southwest Corridor is the only attempt in 
years to develop such a system, but the layout is functionally different. As a 
result, the few natural areas that remain, with the exception of the Neponset 
Reservation, are surrounded with urban development and are difficult to reach. 


Where such urban wilds exist, it is important to preserve and enhance them. In 
the case of undeveloped parcels (public or private) which appear suitable for 
passive park development or preservation in the natural state, opportunities to 
pursue these strategies should be identified and acted upon. 
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Parks of Citywide 
Significance 


The Landscape of Active 
Recreation 


A number of sites within the Boston Park system serve a wider public than simply 
the residents of the immediate neighborhood. Whether because of their outstand- 
ing scenic or natural features, cultural or historic significance, location, design, or 
a combination of such factors, these parks are of citywide, regional, or even 
national significance. 


Some of these parks have been marred by subsequent on-site or adjacent develop- 
ment; some have undergone renovations that fell short of the quality of the 
original work; still others need further development or renovation. The following 
list omits the Emerald Necklace parks, which clearly have regional significance, 
but which did not fall within the scope of this survey. 


Boston Common (Back Bay-Beacon Hill) 
Charlestown Naval Shipyard Park (Charlestown) 
City Hall Plaza (Downtown) 

Columbus Park (North End) 

Columbus Park (South Boston) 

Commonwealth Avenue Mall (Back Bay-Beacon Hill) 
Copley Square (Back Bay-Beacon Hill) 

Copps Hill Terrace (North End) 

Doherty Park (Charlestown) 

10. Dorchester Park (South Dorchester) 

11. Gallagher Memorial Park (Allston-Brighton) 

12. Harambee (Mattapan) 

13. Harvard Mall (Charlestown) 
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14. Highland Park (Roxbury) 


15. Harris Park (Roxbury) 

16. Hunt Playground (Mattapan) 

17. LoPresti Park (East Boston) 

18. Malcolm X Park (Roxbury) 

19. McLaughlin Playground (Jamaica Plain) 

20. Paul Revere Mall (North End) 

21. The Public Gardens (Back Bay-Beacon Hill) 
22. Ronan Park (South Dorchester) 

23. Savin Hill Park (North Dorchester) 

24. Westland Avenue Gates (Fenway-Kenmore) 


Half of all sites surveyed are parks that were designed to serve active recreational 
needs. There is typically very little landscaping around these playgrounds, 
athletic courts and fields, so that much of the open space landscape of Boston’s 
neighborhoods consists of broad, open, flat expanses of turf and pavement. 
Planting masses of vegetation in the areas surroundin g the ballfields and other 
facilities would create a richer, more defined and more pleasing environment, but 
more often than not, this opportunity has been overlooked. 


Summary of Findings: 


Highlights of Citywide Condition Assessment 


The dichotomy between the passive park with its “natural” landscape and the 
playground designed for active use is overstated; ideally, active parks like their 
passive counterparts should offer some relief from the hard, artificial urban 
environment. The design of active recreational areas should integrate the perspec- 
tives of both the engineer and the landscape designer, creating better defined and 
more hospitable environments for athletes and spectators alike. 


Standard Park-Built Standard park-built elements include such fixtures as park benches, bleachers, 

Elements lighting, fountains, gates, and signs. With the exception of pedestrian lighting, 
globes and fixtures, most of these elements are found in fair to good condition in 
the Boston parks. However, while not generally in need of major repair or 
replacement, many of these park elements have been defaced with graffiti, left 
unclean, unpainted, or otherwise unmaintained. Thus they appear to be neglected 
and in poor condition, even though structurally and functionally, they are gener- 
ally sound. 


Highlights of the survey findings follow: 


Park benches and picnic tables are best located on paved pads to prevent weed 
growth beneath them; the use of tropical hardwood in bench construction prom- 
ises the greatest durability, while redwood is most susceptible to vandalism. 


Bicycle racks are almost non-existent in the City’s parks, and should be included 
in renovation plans. 


The majority of park drinking fountains are inoperable, and a favorite target for 
vandalism. Fountains that run continuously should be retrofitted. 


Fences are used excessively around many of the parks, giving them an overly 
restrictive, cage-like appearance. Other more visually attractive means should be 
used to restrict vehicular access to parks from neighboring streets. 


Most fountains are not in working order, and parks would benefit from their 
renovation. 


Globe and concrete post pedestrian lighting is especially subject to vandalism, and 
is no longer being used. Glass fixtures should be avoided wherever possible. The 
use of tall light poles to illuminate sports fields should be reconsidered where it 
creates a nuisance for nearby residents. 


Park entry signs are seldom evident; a consistent sign system for Boston’s parks 


would make individual parks more inviting and strongly unify the parks as a 
system. 
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Highlights of Citywide Condition Assessment 


Concrete stairs are starting to deteriorate in many areas, while older granite stairs 
are in surprisingly good condition, evidence of the kind of worksmanship that 
should be emulated. 


Trash receptacles are few and often full. The most serviceable and inexpensive 
container is the 55 gallon drum, but a better color scheme, perhaps with a logo 
coordinated with the park signage system, would improve their appearance. 


Athletic Facilities Subject to intensive use, athletic facilities in Boston’s parks and playgrounds 
range in condition from fair to unusable. Maintenance and the location of these 
facilities within a site seem to be the greatest way to improve the condition of 
these facilities. 


Highlights of the survey findings are: 


Ballcourts 

Tennis courts were often found to be missing hardware for the posts. In no 
instances were tennis nets found on courts. The surface of most tennis courts is 
good. 


Handball courts are generally in good condition. The major problem these courts 
face is that they are very vulnerable to vandalism and often covered with great 
amounts of graffiti. This makes play much more difficult, and certainly affects 
the appearance ot the court. 


Street hockey courts were often found to be badly vandalized, particularly those 
enclosed with plywood and chain-link covered screens. 


Location of courts, especially basketball courts, is important. Where courts were 
sited within a park with little or no visiblility from the road, they were usually 
vandalized and in poor condition. Providing surveillance of basketball and 
hockey courts appears to be critical to their viability. 


Ongoing maintenance of courts—the repair of rims and replacement of nets, 
backboards, tennis post hardware and regular repainting of lines—is critical. 
Filling cracks and sealing the surface of courts are also maintenance tasks which, 
if regularly performed, can prolong the useful life of court surfaces. 


Unlike tennis, basketball courts do not need to be enclosed in chain-link fencing, 
except where adjacent streets or slopes require it. Fencing at the court ends can 
prevent most balls from rolling away. 
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Playgrounds 


Ballfields 
Given the heavy use of Boston’s ballfields, an intensive turf maintenance program 
is necessary to sustain grass under this level of use. 


Infields are generally in fair to good condition. In many cases it appears that 
infields are not being adequately maintained. Weed growth is prevalent in a 
number of cases. 


In general, it appears that skinned infields are in better condition than sodded 
infields. 


Backstops are usually in fair to good condition and are almost always functional 
although at times rusty, bent and unattractive. Team seating in some instances 
needs relacement of seat boards. 


Soccer and football fields usually overlap with baseball and softball outfields and 
appear to be the-major cause of the poor condition of turf. Badly worn turf 
usually follows the pattern of heavy soccer and football play. 


Of all park facilities surveyed, playgrounds or the areas designated for the play of 
small children (tot lots), were found to be in the poorest condition. This deteriora- 
tion can be attributed to a combination of inadequate maintenance and vandalism. 
An important consideration when renovating or creating facilities such as these is 
that they have a predictable durable life requiring regular maintenance and 
replacement of parts during the facility’s life cycle. 


The following is an outline summary of observations and recommendations for 
the playgrounds in Boston’s parks: 


Seating- It is important to have seating near playgrounds for adults who are 
surpervising children. 


Visibility- Playgrounds should be visible from the road in order to discourage 
inappropriate use. Playgrounds were the most abused park areas, often filled with 
debris and broken glass because of use as drinking hangouts. 


Play Safety Surface- A number of different materials were found to be used as 
surfacing for playgrounds—sand, bituminous concrete, grass/dirt, rubbermatting, 
and occasionally bark mulch. The primary purpose of the play surface is to 
cushion a fall. 


The play surface of playgrounds was in fair to poor condition in the majority of 
parks. Sand was often full of debris, broken glass and animal waste. Grass 
surfacing will not hold up to heavy use, and was often compacted with little grass 
coverage. The rubber matting in most cases was either torn up or coming up at 
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Design and Maintenance 
Considerations 


Bio 


the edges. Bituminous concrete was usually in good condition, but is an inappro- 
priate and dangerous surface material for use in playgrounds. Bark mulch had 
deteriorated and was largely gone in the few cases where it was used. 


The use of sand, while a good cushioning material, makes playgrounds prime 
targets for animals. Fencing and enforcement of regulations can greatly reduce 
this problem. The primary needs when sand is used is regular cleaning and 
replenishment of material. 


Fencing- Playgrounds need to be enclosed with fencing in order to keep children 
in and dogs out. 


Play Value- The play value of playground equipment is a relative measure of how 
well or how creatively the equipment performs its function of teaching children 
basic physical, intellectual, and social skills. A playground is considered to have 
high play value when its equipment is designed to be challenging and offers 
varying degrees of difficulty for age and development levels. 


Much of the equipment encountered in Boston’s parks has low play value, 
particularly the older metal or concrete structures. Many structures offer very 
little to do, and the possible activities soon become uninteresting to a child. 
Structures are also separate and isolated from one another, making social play 
impossible. 


Most of the equipment found in playgrounds has been designed for children aged 
seven and older. Few playgrounds have true tot lot sections, with equipment 
scaled down for the developmental needs of toddlers. 


Several sites were in need of improved maintenance. The design and placement 
of equipment in some areas made maintenance difficult, invited vandalism, and 
presented potential safety problems. The removal of broken hardware or splin- 
tered wood, the redesign of equipment to avoid headtraps in and between struc- 
tures, and the replacement of hard surfaces (asphalt) with soft surfaces (sand) 
around equipment should be the focus of City renovation efforts. 


Buildings 

A number of Boston’s parks have buildings of several types: bathroom/locker 
rooms; open-air shelters; and recreation buildings, which provide facilities such as 
pools and skating rinks. The exterior condition of the smaller park buildings was 
assessed, and larger buildings were addressed in terms of their appearance and 
location, and what kind of impact they had on the park. 


Small buildings have the potential to act as focal elements or delightful embellish- 
ments in parks. The arcade structure at Copps Hill Terrace in the North End is a 
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handsome structure that greatly enhances the character of the park. The water 
tower at Highland Park is a good example of a building that serves as a strong 
central focus. 


Buildings and shelters in parks range in condition from fair to unusable. The 
older and smaller shelters and fieldhouses are attractive and have suffered from 
vandalism. The structural integrity and potential function of each should be 
individually assessed. 


The design for future recreation facilities in or near parks should avoid the siting 
problems at Ringer and Harambee parks, where recreation buildings intrude into 
the park space blocking visibility and access into the parks. 


Vegetation Vegetation was studied in particular to evaluate its use, condition, and visual and 
ecological impact. The analyses of park vegetation proceeded with reference to 
the following purposes served by plants (trees and shrubs) in parks: 


To create a park-like environment by providing visual diversity and soft texture to 
counter the effects of static and hard-surfaced park elements. 


To provide enclosure, separation and relief from the urban landscape in addition 
to the demarcation of boundaries. 


To provide shade and protection in an otherwise exposed and hot environment. 
To separate or enclose different park uses. 


The above objectives can only be achieved when the trees and shrubs are healthy 
and vigorous. The following highlights are from observations of plant conditions 
in Boston’s parks: 


Trees 

Since nearly all trees in the parks that were surveyed needed maintenance in the 
form of pruning, mulching or irrigation (for newly-planted trees), and since a 
substantial number were thriving nonetheless, factors relating more to planting 
design and park design rather than to maintenance may have more impact on the 
vitality of vegetation. 


A rooting environment which provides vegetation with the necessary moisture 
and oxygen is encouraged by maximizing the amount of porous surface that 
covers the root zone. Areas around tree trunks should not be covered by asphalt 
or concrete and should be mulched or covered by groundplane vegetation. 


A more ecologically and visually supportive environment for park trees can be 
provided through a closer-spaced group planting rather than a series of equidistant 
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and isolated individual trees. Trees planted in four-foot by four-foot pits were 
often found to be in stress, dead or removed. 


Trees should be used in parks which by their form, growth habit, and character, 
reflect a park rather than an urban street landscape. 


Small, open green areas in heavily used park areas require either frequent and 
intensive care such as aeration, or restriction of foot traffic by grade separation or 
fencing. An example of this is at Buckley Playground, South Boston, where a 
grassy area with trees was recently constructed adjacent to a playground. 


When trees are planted within brick pavement, use of sand as a setting bed and 
joint material provides some opportunity for air and water intake by the roots. 
Brick on concrete seals the surface. 


A major problem encountered in the parks was failure to remove guy or staking 
wires from the trunks of trees. This has caused girdling of the trunks and defor- 
mation of the trees. 


A significant amount of trunk damage was caused by the impact of lawn mowers. 
Mowing around trees should be done carefully to avoid this problem. 


Shrubs 

Shrub plantings are particularly subject to damage and abuse. To minimize this, 
they should be related to visually stronger landscape features—groups of trees, 
slopes, rock outcrops, fencing, walls—which join with the shrub planting to both 
protect and legitimize its presence in the park. 


When using shrubs for erosion control, enrichment of park edges or guidance of 
circulation patterns, species should be selected which have the characteristics to 
fulfill the specific function. For example, shrub species selected to control 
erosion on slopes should have root systems which can bind soil as well as a multi- 
stem and wide-spreading habit which can protect the soil surface from the impact 
of rain, wind and use. 


Turf 

The reasons for the fair to poor condition of turf on most athletic fields are 
primarily due to the lack of good management and maintenance practices that 
would ensure the vitality of turf under intensive use. Lack of essential mainte- 
nance practices of aeration, topdressing and Overseeding, and a recovery period of 
non-use has been the major cause in the decline of turf conditions on athletic 
fields. 


Poor mowing practices, such as using dull mower blades, cutting the grass when 
wet, and low cutting heights have damaged turf leading to further decline. 
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Well-drained sub-surface and topsoil characteristics are essential for turf health. 
In order to prevent surface compaction, a major problem on athletic fields, a 
sandy loam topsoil should be used rather the commonly used variety that contains 
great amounts of clay or silt content which are easily compacted by sports play. 


The lawn areas for passive use found to be in the best condition were those on 
slopes or in areas of light shade. Good drainage and lack of moisture sapping heat 
has worked to the turf’s advantage. 


Microclimate The issue of microclimate, or the small scaled climactic conditions that are 

created on a site by its built and/or natural environment, was addressed in cases 
where the surrounding land uses had a major impact on the park. Reflective heat 
from pavement and buildings, harsh conditions and severe winds created by tall 
buildings, industrial and/or road pollution, and shading from buildings were 
among some of the sources of negative effects on plants and people in certain 
parks. 


Although these conditions seemed to be more noticable in downtown parks, 
excessive pavement and the proximity of parks to roadways created microclimate 
problems in the neighborhoods. Paved areas generate uncomfortable levels of 
heat and serve to choke off the relief provided by tree growth. In order to support 
tree growth, a larger area of porous surface needs to be created. 


There are several parks which are adversely effected by the domination of noise 
and pollution from nearby thoroughfares. The planting of tree screens and the 
location of activities, such as paved game courts, that are least sensitive to such 
conditions seem to be the few options available to keep these seemingly incom- 
patible land uses in coexistence. 


Urban Wilds Thirteen urban wilds were evaluated in the course of this survey. Another 20 sites 
were assessed by Geraldine Weinstein and her park management class for 
Roxbury Community College. While conclusions cannot be drawn from the study 
of 13 sites, their assessment gives insight into the character and challenges posed 
by these undeveloped areas. 


Another condition of the sites covered a broad range from undisturbed, rich 
ecological niches to severely degraded land. Some were hidden behind buildings 
and difficult to find, while others were highly visible from the road. They ranged 
in size from under an acre to over 80 acres (Belle Isle Marsh, East Boston). The 
sites surveyed exhibited a great variety of ecosystems—rock outcroppings, 
marshes, swamps, ponds, woodlands and meadows. 
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The use of urban wilds needs to be balanced with ecological sensitivity. The 
value of an urban wild needs to be determined by evaluating its intrinsic scenic 
and ecological values and considering them in light of the needs of the neighbor- 
hood, particularly in the cases of a profoundly altered site. 


Access, Circulation, and Access yo 
Parking Park Entrance Definition - It was observed that the majority of Boston’s park 


entrances were defined by mere openings in fencing with no special treatment to 
highlight the point of entry, no entry sign, and at times no paved paths. These 
entrances are not inviting and speak poorly about the value of the place being 
entered. This, coupled with excessive use of chain-link fencing which is very 
often choked by weed and sapling growth, causes many parks to look unkempt 
and uninviting. 


The development of a welcoming and attractive entrance can be simply achieved 
with treatments such as at Blackstone Square in the South End or Flaherty Park in 
South Boston. More elaborate treatments such as the entrances into the Public 
Gardens are suitable for special parks that are more a passive showplace than a 
community park. 


Entrance Not Responding to Context - In many parks, the design of the access and 
internal circulation systems do not respond to the circulation routes which 
pedestrians take to the park. Street intersections and streets often terminate 
opposite the park where there is no entrance. As a result, holes have often been 

cut through fencing to accommodate entrance and desire lines, or compacted 
undesignated paths have been formed within the park. Excessive use of fencing 
within parks causes the same thing to happen where circulation between facilities 
is desired. 


Vehicular Access Control - Unauthorized vehicular access is a major problem 
confronted in many of Boston’s parks. It causes severe damage to the landscape 
and impedes legitimate use and enjoyment. The solution in many parks has been 
the placement of concrete blocks or miscellaneous stones at the entrance to 
prevent access by vehicles. Unfortunately, this treatment appears hasty and gives 
the park entrance a disheveled character. It also makes maintenance vehicle 
access more difficult. Use of service gates or removable bollards are better 
solutions both aesthetically and functionally. Bollards have the added advantage 
of allowing easy pedestrian access. 


Circulation 

Many paths have paved path systems, but they are usually augmented by a system 
of informal paths or desire lines. These informal paths are evidence of desired 
pedestrian routes through the park. Park circulation systems should better 
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Maintenance 


respond to these needs. In some cases, however, movement cannot be accommo- 
dated, such as across ballfields. 


Paved circulation is needed not only for pedestrians, but for maintenance vehicles 
as well. The lack of internal circulation in many parks has meant that mainte- 
nance vehicles are driven across turf and over the root area of trees, compactin g 
soil and damaging vegetation. This is one of the most prevalent causes of turf and 
tree damage. 


Circulation design for maintenance vehicles should provide space for turning 
around. Lack of this provision has caused turf damage in many places. 


Parking 
Given the small size. of most parks, few can provide on-site parking facilities. 
On-street parking regulations should be responsive to the needs of park users. 


Many small landscaped squares, such as Adams Park in Roslindale, have adjacent 
on-street parking which obscures views into them. The beauty of these sites is 
compromised and their positive impact on the community diminished. Wherever 
possible, parking should be prohibited adjacent to these greens. 


Lack of adequate on-going maintenance has plagued Boston’s parks and acceler- 
ated their decline. It is a major cause both of deterioration and of the unsightly 
appearance of what often are otherwise structurally sound facilities. The lack of 
maintenance and repair undoubtedly affects people’s perceptions of the parks and 
may encourage vandalism and abuse of park facilities. The Parks and Recreation 
Department has recognized the critical need to improve maintenance, and steps 
are being taken to strengthen its maintenance capabilities. In this work, the useful 
life of park improvements should be determined and routine renovation or 
replacement scheduled. 


Although developing maintenance recommendations was not an objective of this 
survey, many maintenance issues were revealed in the course of the project. 


The following tasks should be incorporated into routine maintenance practice, 
some of which need to be performed by people with special skills, such as 
pruning of trees. It was observed that the lack of regular performance of this 
work was a major contributing factor to the poor condition of park elements. 


Turf Maintenance - Periodic aeration of the soil, topdressing with soil-lightening 
additives, overseeding and irrigation. Filling of minor holes and reseeding. 
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Tree Maintenance - Pruning of trees to remove broken branches and branches that 
interfere with pedestrian movement. Major pruning work may be contracted out 
periodically. 


Playground Maintenance - Regular inspection of equipment. Replacement of 
broken parts, tightening of loose hardware, sanding of splintered surfaces, 
cleaning and replenishment of play surface. 


Athletic Courts Maintenance - Repair or replacement of basketball rims, back- 
boards and nets, repair or replacement of tennis posts, hardware and nets, painting 
of lines, repairing of cracks, sealing of court surface. 


Maintenance of Other Built Elements - Minor repairs such as to fencing, benches, 
tables. Replacement of chains for access control. 


The following are situations recurrent throughout the park system that exemplify 
ways in which design decisions impact maintenance capability. 


Lack of Mow-Strip at Fence Base - Fencing should be installed on a concrete base 
or mow-strip to facilitate mowing along the fenceline. Lack of such a strip in 
many parks has resulted in grass and weeds not being removed along the fence, 
growth of weed trees and a generally unsightly appearance. This is often along 
the park perimeter and therefore has a strong negative impact on the image of the 
park. 


Excessive Use of Fencing - In anumber of parks, edges were defined by double 
lines of fencing or other barrier structures. This creates a strip of ground that is 
difficult to mow and, in several cases, impossible to mow or clean of trash. 

Where possible, alternative means of control should be used, such as bollards, that 
are easier to maintain. 


Excessive Slope - In the development of athletic facilities on rolling topography, 
steep slopes have been created along the periphery of such facilities in many 
parks. They are very difficult to mow and at times are not mown and appear 
uncared for and unkempt. This condition should be avoided where possible. 


Small Patches of Grass - Small areas of grass are difficult to maintain often 
because they are in tight spaces, or hard to reach places. The effort needed to care 
for them is inordinately high relative to the positive impact they may have on the 
site. 


Concrete Pads under Tables, Benches, Bleachers - Lack of a hard surface under 
such elements causes wear of grass and compaction of soil under heavy use. It is 
also difficult to mow under them, particularly in the case of bleachers. 


Summary of Findings: 


Highlights of Citywide Condition Assessment 


Visibility and Park 
Supervision 


Vandalism and Misuse 


Trees and Paving - Trees planted in small pits surrounded by hard surface 
material require greater maintenance effort for survival and growth. Very often, 
these trees were found to be dead or in serious decline. 


Insufficient Park Entry Points - If the need for entry into a park had not been ac- 
commodated in the design, it was found that holes were cut in the perimeter 
chain-link fencing. This causes the need for repair not only of the fence but of the 
grass where desire lines have been worn. 


Poor Circulation Design - When adequate pathways have not been provided, park 
users create their own. These compacted dirt paths destroy grass, are unmaintain- 
able, and often lead to erosion. 


The park survey showed a distinct correlation between remoteness of facilities, 
particularly basketball courts, and a high degree of vandalism. When basketball 
courts and playgrounds were located in a park area that was not visible from the 
road, they were invariably heavily vandalized. Examples are Healy Playground in 
Roslindale, Dorchester Park and Roberts Playground in South Dorchester. Hard- 
surfaced park facilities tend to be favored as places to hang out after hours, and 
these are the places that are the greatest targets of abuse. It is important to have 
basketball courts and playgrounds visible from the road. 


Another impediment to effective park supervision is high perimeter walls which 
prevent views into the park, and park configurations that limit road frontage. In 
the case of these parks, extra effort will be necessary to oversee their use, particu- 
larly after hours. Developing roads for police surveillance should be considered 
for some parks with very poor visibility such as Roberts Playground in South 
Dorchester or Draper Playground in West Roxbury. 


Vandalism is a pervasive and serious problem for Boston’s parks. Vandalism 
affects parks in every neighborhood. The writing of graffiti and the breaking of 
bottles are the most prevalent forms of vandalism. Benches, light fixtures and 
water fountains are other prominent targets for destruction. Vandalism is a major 
cause of the poor appearance and disfunctioning of the City’s parks. It seems to 
be a particularly severe problem for playground structures. Not only are individ- 
ual elements damaged, but broken glass litters play surfaces and causes safety 
hazards. 


A number of parks were found to suffer from illegal vehicular trespass, exhibiting 


large wheel ruts across fields. Some parks have become repositories for aban- 
doned cars. Vehicular access control structures would effectively prevent this. 
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Conclusion 


In many parks, particularly in the more urban areas of the City, there are high 
concentrations of animal waste (dog feces). This is particularly a problem in sand 
playground surfaces. This not only discourages and degrades use but also deters 
maintenance as well. 


Several undeveloped park sites as well as several urban wilds have been used for 
dumping, and some have been severely impacted by this activity. Another 
situation that was observed in a number of cases was the appropriation of unde- 
veloped park sites for private use such as parking. Continued misuse should be 
discouraged and these areas should be recovered for park use. 


It is generally agreed that the system of parks, squares, malls and other open 
spaces in Boston is in a state of deterioration and in critical need of improvement. 
It is also agreed that lack of funding, particularly as a result of Proposition 2-1/2, 
and insufficient advocacy for the park system have been the root causes. It is 
certainly true that the levels of maintenance appropriated for the park system over 
the last 30 years have been inadequate to prevent decline of facilities, and that one 
of the important missions for the City will be to establish adequate financial 
funding as well as strengthening the long-term maintenance capabilities of the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 


In 1985 the City’s first comprehensive capital improvement program in nearly 25 
years was established. As a result of this plan, over 43 parks and playgrounds 
have received some renovation. These projects were selected by determining the 
sites within the system requiring immediate attention. Through an extensive 
planning process, community groups and residents have been involved in the 
selected scope of work and design of these projects. 


Several important issues were revealed in the course of this survey about the 
fundamental role of design, not only in regard to the positive visual quality and 
satisfying use of the parks, but also to the park’s ability to be well maintained. It 
is during the design stages that decisions are made that can facilitate, complicate, 
or prohibit maintenance. 


It is in the design stages that decisions are made about the important visual 
qualities of an urban park, and about the relationship between a park’s visual 
character and recreational functions. This is addressed in several sections of this 
summary, most notably The Landscape of Active Recreation. 


The primary product of this survey is the inventory and condition assessment of 
individual sites within the park system. Broad assessments of the issues facing 
the parks and other recreational areas of each neighborhood were made, and this 
report identifies certain characteristics and issues of the entire system. 


Summary of Findings: 


Highlights of Citywide Condition Assessment 


It should be borne in mind that the open space and recreational needs of Boston’s 
residents are also satisfied by parks beyond the purview of this study. A rich 
variety of active and passive parks are provided by the extensive parklands under 
MDC jurisdiction as well as the Emerald Necklace, Boston’s exceptional park 
system and one of the great visionary park systems of the country. The MDC 
serves the City with large reservations as well as small neighborhood play- 
grounds. Not only do the City’s parks need to be conceived of as a system, but 
the combined efforts of the City and the MDC should be encouraged to assure that 
recreation needs are effectively met. 


i9o 


! 
| 


es 


al cael : 
Tee Cree 2 


at ke. GAR p 
‘ pe, 


Dp Senegal 
Tgp? nen » ties 
oe ee 
Ve | ae 


acilities Legend 


os Open Space 
7olume Two: The Inventory 


eee See ees 


Abbreviation Definition Abbreviation Definition 
b Benches sl Slide 
bar Bars (climbers) spr Sprayer/Sprinkler 
BBC Basketball Court SQC Squash Courts 
BBF Baseball Field STBG Stickball Court 
BBQ Barbeque Grills Sw Swing 
BC Bocci Court swl Seawall 
bk pth Bicycle Path tb Table 
bl Bleachers H1e: Tennis Court 
br Bicycle Rack thtr Theatre 
brd pth Bird Path (for timb Timbers 
bird watchers) tr Trash Receptacle 
& Cricket trhs Treehouse 
clbh Clubhouse T/TRK Running Track 
df Drinking VB Volleyball Court 
Fountain wf Water Fountain 
f Fence (decorative) 
FBF Football Field wp Wading Pool 
fh Field House () Indoor Facility 
flg Flagpole 
fsg pier Fishing Pier 
G Gym 
GC Golf Course 
HB/HBC Handball Court 
LB Lawn Bowling 
LLF Little League 
Field 
LS Lights 
M Monument 
P Pool 
PA Play Area 
pl Planter 
RBC Racquetball 
Court 
rms Rooms 
IT Rest Rooms 
sb Sand Box 
SBC Shuffleboard 
Court 
SBF Softball Field 
scr Score Board 
SF Soccer Field 
SHC Street Hockey 
Court 
shltr Shelter 
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Ownership Key 
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I 


Abbreviation 
BCC 

BHA 

BNAF 

BRA 

BUG 

City 

COB 

COMM. SCH. 


DGP 


DPW 


HARVARD 
MASS PORT 


MBTA 
MDC (M.D.C.) 


NPS 
PARKS 


PENN CEN RR 
PFD 


PRIVATE 
REAL PROP 


SCHOOLS 
STATE 


U MASS 
YMCA 


YWCA 
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Official Title 


Boston Conservation 
Commission 

Boston Housing 
Authority 

Boston Natural Area 
Foundation 

Boston Redevelopment 
Authority 

Boston Urban Gardeners 
City of Boston 

City of Boston 
Community Schools 
Department (COB) 
Dorchester Gardenlands 
Preserve and Development 
Corporation 

Department of Public 
Works (COB) 

Harvard University 
Massachusetts Port 
Authority 

Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
Metropolitan District 
Commission 

National Park Service 
Parks and Recreation 
Department (COB) 
Pennsylvania/Central 
Railroad 

Public Facilities 
Department (COB) 
Private Ownership 

Real Property Department 
(COB) 

School Department 
(COB) 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
University of Massachusetts 
Young Men's Christian 
Association 

Young Women's Christian 
Association 


Zoning Districts Key 


Boston's Open Space 
Volume Two: The Inventory 


Residence Districts 


3 Single Family 
-5 Single Family 


R-5 Two Family Apts. 
R-8 Three Family Apts. 


H-3 Apartments 


Business Districts 


L-5 Local Retail & 
L-1 Service Stores 


B-1 

B-2 Retail Business 
B-4 & Offices 

B-8 

B-10 


Industrial Districts 

M-1 

M-2 Light 

M-3 Manufacturing 

M-4 

I-2 General Manufacturing 
W-2 ~_—~Waterfront Industry 
Note: "O"-Open Space Zone: 


recently adopted by the BRA but 
not applied to any parcels or areas 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Map Key 


SEES Sa a ee eS] 


Parks 


Cassidy Playground 
Cunningham Park 
Fidelis Way Park 
Gallagher Mem. Park 
Galvin Park 
Hardiman Playground 
Hobart St. Play Area 
Hooker Street Plgnd. 
Joyce Playground 

10 McKinney Pignd. 

11 Penniman St. Play Area 
12 Portsmouth St. Plgnd. 
13 Ringer Playground 

14 Shubow Park 

15 Smith Playground 


COA NDUN WN 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


16 Boyden Park 

17 Charles River Embank- 
ment 

18 Chestnut Hill Reservoir 

19 Reilly Playground 

20 Msgr. Daly Mem. Field 

21 Artesani Mem. Play- 
ground 


Squares/Malls 


22 Brighton Square 
23 Fern Square 
24 ~~ Jackson Square 
25 Oak Square 
26 Public Grounds 


: 


School Playgrounds 


27 Baldwin School 


28 Brighton High School 
29 Edison School 

30 Gardner School 

31 Garfield School 

32 Hamilton School 

33 Lyon School 

34 Taft School 

a Winship School 


Community Schools 


36 Jackson/Mann 


Recreation Centers (other 
jurisdictions) 


37 Reilly Skating Rink & 
Swimming Pool 
38 Msgr. Daly Skating Rink 


Urban Wilds 


39 Cenacles 

40 Crittenton Hosp. 

41 Euston Path Rock 

42 Foster Street Hill 

43 Kennedy Rock 

44 Leamington Rock 

45 Mount St. Joseph’s 
Academy 

46 Oakland Quarry 

47 St. John’s Seminary 

48 St. Sebastion’s 

49 Tunpike Overlook 

50 Victory Gardens 

51 Wallingford Rock 


Urban Gardens 

52 Allston/Brighton Urban 
Garden Assoc. 

53 Charles River Community 
Garden 

54 Chestnut Hill Reservoir 
Gardens 

55 Christian Herter Garden 

56 Commonwealth Tenants 
Association 

57 Faneuil Dream Garden 

58 Inter-Cooperative Garden 
(Boston Food Coop) 

59 Patricia H. White Garden 


Club 


Cemeteries 
60 Evergreen Cemetery 
61 Market Street Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Inventory 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Cassidy Playground Beacon Street 944 S-3 Parks BBF;SBF-2;LLF;TC-2;SF; 
b-20;bl;df;L* ;tb-2;tr;flg 
2 Cunningham Park Cambridge, Murdock 0.17  R-5 Parks M 
& Sparhawk Sts. 
3 Fidelis Way Park Fidelis Way 5.06 H-1 Parks BBC-2;PA;b-3;df-2; 
tb-2;timb 
4 Gallagher Mem. Lake Shore Road 16.01 S-5 Parks M 
Park 
5 Galvin Park Lake & Washington 8.20 R-5 Parks BBF;SBF;LLF;BBC-2;TC-2; 
Streets SF;PA;L*;timb;b-9;bl;df;spr 
6 Hardiman Playground Faneuil & Brackett Sts. 1.48 R-8 Parks LLF;BBC;PA;L*;b;bl; 
df;tb-9;f 
1 Hobart St. Play Area Hobart St. & Ranelegh 0.60 L-5 _— Parks BBC;PA;L*;b-5;tb-2;tr 
Road 
8 Hooker Street Plgnd. Sorrento, Hooker 1.00 R-5 _— Parks BBC;PA;L*;sw;sl;b-17;tb-3 
& Goddard Sts. 
9 Joyce Playground Union Street 1.31  R-5 Parks BBC;PA;tr;b-8;df 
10 McKinney Plgnd. Faneuil Street 5.94 R-5 __ Parks BBF-2;LLF;BBC;TC-2;L*; 
PA;M;b-8;bl;df-2;tr-2;sl 
11 Penniman St. Play Area Penniman Rd. & Hano St. 0.94 R-8 Parks BBC;PA;sl;b-5;tb-2 
12 Portsmouth St. Portsmouth Street 429  R-8 Parks BBC;FBF;SBF;L*;sw-2; 
Playground bl;b;df;tr 
13 Ringer Playground Allston St. & Griggs 12.38 R-5 Parks LLF;TC-2;BBC-2;PA;L*; 
Place timb;b-7;bl;df;tb-2;tr 
14 Shubow Park Commonwealth Ave. 0.60 H-2 Parks PA;b-16;tr-4;f;sw;timb;tb-4 
& Sidlaw Rd. 
15 Smith Playground Western Ave & 14.00 M-1 _ Parks SBF-3;LLF-2;PA;SF; 
N. Harvard St. BBC-2;L*;b-5;tr;bl 
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OS Name 
Map # 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
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Parks (other jurisdictions) 


16 Boyden Park 


17 Charles River 
Embankment 


18 Chesmut Hill 


Reservoir 
19 Reilly Playground 
20 Msgr. Daly Mem. 
7 Field 
21 Artesani Mem. 
Playground 


22 Brighton Square 
23 Fern Square 
24 Jackson Square 
2S Oak Square 


26 Public Grounds 


“School Playgrounds 


v7 Baldwin School 


Wade St. & Chestnut 


Hill Driveway 


Soldiers Field Rd. 


Beacon & Common- 
wealth Ave. 


Cleveland Circle 
Nonantum Rd., 
Brighton/Newton 


Soldiers Field Road 


Chestnut Hill Ave 
& Academy Hill Rd. 


Between Franklin 
& Fern Streets 


Chestnut Hill Ave., 
Union & Winship Sts. 


Washington & Faneuil 
Streets 


Cambridge & 
Henshaw Streets 


Corey & Washington 
Streets 


24.60 R-5 
104.30 S-5 
33.50 H-1 
6.85 H-2 
Z S-5 
of M-1 
0.57 R-8 
0.04 L-5 
0.10 R-5 
0.22 L-5 
0.02 L-5 
0.47 = L-1 


M.D.C. 


M.D.C. 


M.D.C. 


M.D.C. 


M.D.C. 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Schools 


Passive green space 


Public theatre;b;tr;passive 
green space;paved path; 
BBQ;PA 


L*;passive shore; 
jogging path 


(includes skating rink and 
swimming pool) 


FBF;SBF;L*;scr;bl; 
boat launch ramp 


PA;tb;wp;BBQ;public boat 
landing 


BBC;PA;f;b-7 
fig 
M 
tr-2;b-2;L*;flg 


Passive green space 


(K-5);partially paved 
playground 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton : 
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Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
28 Brighton High Warren & Nivens Streets 5.00 H-2 Schools (9-12);passive green 
School space;practice field 
29 Edison School Glenmont Avenue 2.09 R-5 Schools (6-8);partially paved 
playground 
30 Gardner School Athol & Brentwood 1.02 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
Streets playground 
31 Garfield School Faneuil & Beechroft 0.96 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
Streets playground 
32 Hamilton School Strathmore & Chesmut 0.97  H-2 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
Hill Ave. playground 
a3 Lyon School Beechcroft & Hester 0.77 R-8 Schools (Community learning 
Streets center);paved playground 
34 Taft School Cambridge & Warren 0.75 H-1 Schools (6-8);partially paved 
Streets playground 
35 Winship School 54 Dighton Street 0.55  R-5 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
playground 


Community Schools 


36 Jackson/Mann Cambridge Street N/A L-1_— Schools/ (Counseling;Day Care; 
& Brighton Ave. Comm. Sch. Education;Senior BBC) 


Recreation Centers (other jurisdictions) 


37 Reilly Skating Rink Cleveland Circle N/A H-2. M.D.C. (skating rink;P) 
& Swimming Pool 


38 Msgr. Daly Skating Nonantum Road, N/A S-5 M.D. (skating rink) 
Rink Brighton/Newton 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


OS Name 
Map # 


Urban Wilds 


39 Cenacles 

40 Crittenton Hosp. 

41 Euston Path Rock 

42 Foster Street Hill 

43 Kennedy Rock 

44 Leamington Rock 

45 Mount St. Joseph’s 
Academy 

46 Oakland Quarry 

47 St. John’s Seminary 

48 St. Sebastion’s 

49 Tumpike Overlook 

50 Victory Gardens 

$1 Wallingford Rock 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Lake & Kenrick Sts. 
Perthshire & Dunboy 
Euston & Nottinghill 


Road 


Foster Street (176-188) 


Acres Zoning Ownership 


17.50 


3.03 


0.67 


Cambridge & Warren Sts. 2.00 


Leamington Road (27-39) 0.47 


625 Cambridge St. 
& N. Beacon St. 


Brook Street 


Commonwealth, Lake, 
& Foster Sts. 


Brayton Rd. through to 
Glenley Terrace 


Mass Pike & Newton 
Street 


Commonwealth Ave. 


Wallingford Road 
& Chestnut Hill Ave. 


2.25 


0.47 


6.44 


iB 


1.48 


3.00 


R-2 


R-8 


R-5 


S-5 


H-1 


R-5 


R-5 


R-8 


R-5 


R-8 


H-3 


R-5 


Private/ 
(Convent) 


Private/ 
(Hospital) 


BiG 


Non-Profit 


Private/ 
(Hospital) 


Private 


Private 


Private 


Private 
Private 
(School) 
MBTA 


Private 


Private 


Facilities 


Drumlin shaped hill;wooded 
area;passive green space 


Sloping and terraced 
hillside 


Rock Outcropping;Scenic 
View 

Smooth rock outcropping; 
surrounded by trees; 


meadow;TC 


Granite rock 
outcropping; wooded area 


Rocky wooded hillside 


Landscaped grassy 
area; woodland;playfields;TC 


Steeply sloping rock ledge 


Hillsides;playfields;passive 
green spaces 


Scenic hilly woodland 
Grassy slope 
Vegetable & flower gardens; 


specimen trees;passive area 


Tree covered rock 
outcropping;open field 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 


Urban Gardens 


52 Allston/Brighton 30 Penniman Road 0.40 R-8 Private BBC;PA;f;sw;b;tb-2; flowers 
Urban Garden Assoc. 

53 Charles River Soldiers Field Road 0.33 M-1 MDC f;flowers 
Community Garden (Charles River Bank) 

54 Chesmut Hill Between Comm. Ave. 0.31 H-2) MDC/ b-3;f;flowers 
Reservoir Gardens & Reservoir Road City 

55 Christian Herter Soldiers Field Road 0.50. M-1 MDC PA;sw;sl;timb;b;f;flowers 
Garden 

56 Commonwealth 35 Fidelis Way “ H-1 Private Vegetables;flowers 
Tenants Association 

nie Faneuil Dream Garden _——71-75 Faneuil Street i R-8 Private Vegetables;flowers 

58 Inter-Cooperative Garden Soldiers Field Road 0.10 M-1 Private f;flowers; fruit trees 
(Boston Food Coop) (Charles River Bank) 

59 Patricia H. White 20 Washington Street + L-1 Private Vegetables;flowers 
Garden Club 

Cemeteries 

60 Evergreen Cemetery Commonwealth Ave. 13.88 R-5 Parks Operating Cemetery 


near Wade Street 


61 Market Street Cemetery Market Street & 0.41 L-5 Parks Historic Cemetery 
Henshaw Street 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Cassidy Playground 
Location: Beacon Street 
Acreage: 9.44 A 

Site Type: Playfield 


Fe 


Site Description: Cassidy Playground is an open sports field greatly enhanced by a large bosque of 
mature oak trees. There is a storage building along the park’s southeast edge at 
the end of a maintenance vehicle access road. There is both on-site parking and 
adjacent parking along Cleveland Circle and Beacon Street. Surrounding land 
uses are commercial, recreational and municipal. 


Condition Assessments: This park is in fairly good condition. The condition of the standard park-built 
elements ranges from good to unusable. A number of benches are in poor or 
unusable condition. 


The sports facilities—tennis courts, baseball field, Little League field, softball 
fields, and soccer field—are all in fair to good condition. The baseball outfield, 
an area also used for soccer, has low spots which need filling, as does a softball 
infield. Drainage needs to be improved and warrants further investigation. 


The park’s trees are for the most part in fair to good condition, with the exception 
of four which need to be removed. The plantings along the Beacon Street 
perimeter need to be pruned so that they do not interfere with pedestrian move- 
ment along the sidewalk. The other park trees require maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: The use of trees as a large grove in this park serves as a model for other city 
parks. It visually reinforces the rising topography at this edge of the site and 
relieves the flat, open character of the sports fields. Planting trees in groups rather 
than in rows increases their capacity to withstand the kinds of environmental and 
human stresses common in urban parks. 


The placement of backstops, bleachers and tennis courts on the periphery allows 
maximum flexibility for use of the large open field. 


There is a need for auto control, both around parking areas and access roads, as 
damage to the fields has resulted from uncontrolled access of cars into the park. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Cunningham Park 

Location: Cambridge, Murdock and Sparhawk Streets 
Acreage: 0.17 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Cunningham Park is a small triangular parcel that provides a refreshing green 
space along heavily traveled Cambridge Street at the entrance to a residential 
neighborhood. It contains a monument and several flowerbeds as well as trees 
around the periphery and a spruce tree in the center of the space. 


Condition Assessments: This is an attractive park in generally good condition. The few standard park- 
built elements, curbs and monument, are in good condition. 


The trees are all in fair to good condition. They are in great need of maintenance, 
particularly pruning. The turf is in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Cunningham Park is a simple design that requires little maintenance and shows 
little evidence of vandalism. 


Three small annual flowerbeds intended to accent the park are its weakest design 
element. A much simpler and bolder effect would be achieved if these separate 
elements were combined into a single bed, located near the monument. This 
would also reduce the maintenance effort required. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Fidelis Way Park 
Location: Fidelis Way 
Acreage: 5.06 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Fidelis Way Park is a moderately sized active recreational park located behind 
and below the Fidelis Way housing development. The southwestern edge of the 
site is very steep, and the rest of the site is sloping except for areas leveled for 
recreational facilities. There are four access points into the park and a looped 
path around the entire site. The park contains basketball courts, a playground, 
and open grassy areas for active play. There are residential and institutional land 
uses surrounding the park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are all in fair to good condition. The catch- 
basins appear to be in good condition. 


The two basketball courts are in good condition with the exception of one 
backboard/hoop which is in poor condition. 


The playground is in fair to poor condition. Equipment is vandalized and broken 
and the playground surface is rocky and hazardous. 


Most of the park’s trees are in fair to good condition yet are in need of mainte- 
nance, particularly pruning. The turf is also in good condition and only needs 
maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: The location of this park at the bottom of a steep slope and away from any roads 
makes visibility and safety a major concern. It is a difficult space to provide 
adequate surveillance of, and the degree of vandalism supports this assumption. 


In addition to the problems of surveillance, the park’s remote location from the 
nearby housing development discourages proper park use. 


The park slope along the northeast bank is rank with ragweed. This presents a 
very uninviting and abandoned face to the park. 


The closure of the central access point and wor path lines along the eastern slope 


edge and northwest from the basketball courts indicate the need for improved 
access into the park along this edge. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton ‘ 


Site Name: Gallagher Memorial Park 
Location: Lake Shore Road 
Acreage: 16.01 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 


Gallagher Memorial Park is primarily a passive scenic area. A pond occupies 
about two-thirds of the 16-acre site and is surrounded by a strip of parkland of 
varying widths. A linear planting of linden trees borders a roadway and path 
which partly encircle the pond. A small stone memorial is the focus of the simply 
designed space. Residential land uses surround the site. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: There are few built elements in the park. The monument is in good condition, 
although partly screened and dwarfed by overgrown shrub plantings. The 
pathway/maintenance road is in poor condition and needs resurfacing. Although 
no trees need removal, they have not been maintained adequately. There are dead 
limbs and sucker growth that need to be removed. 


Major Site Issues: Gallagher Memorial Park is fairly well maintained and does not appear to have a 
vandalism problem. 


The park, with its beautiful pond and views to a nearby hill, is an asset to the 
neighborhood and of a generally successful design. With minor effort, this design 
could be strengthened. A curb between Lake Shore Road and the park path would 
provide some access control and separate pedestrian and vehicular circulation. 


The visual character of the entrances could be improved as well. Miscellaneous 
boulders seem thrown together to block entrance at the western park edge, and do 
not completely prevent passage. Development of a more park-like entrance 
should be considered. 


The row of linden trees would be strengthened by replanting lost trees. Addi- 


tional flowering and evergreen plantings along the pond would enliven this 
important visual component of the park. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Galvin Park 


Location: Lake and Foster Streets 


Acreage: 8.2 A 
Site Type: Playfield 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Galvin Park is a large rectangular playfield with abutting roads on three sides. It 
contains basketball courts, tennis courts, several ballfields and a playground. The 
eastern edge of the site slopes down from Foster Street, and very large shade trees 
grow along this end of Rogers Park Avenue and along the park's slope. Surround- 
ing land uses are residential. 


The condition of the standard park-built elements ranges from good to unusable. 
The sports lighting appears in good condition, as well as the walls, curbs, stairs 
and catchbasins. There are some unusable benches and bleachers. 


The athletic fields and courts are in fair to good condition, although the fields are 
badly worn in some areas. 


Although the open-air shelter is structurally sound, the roof is in very poor 
condition. 


The playground structures have deteriorated and are badly vandalized. Broken 
glass and debris cover the sand surface, and equipment has protruding hardware, 
rotten wood and broken parts. 


Although few trees require removal, all trees and shrubs need major restorative 
maintenance. 


Numerous facilities require major maintenance and/or rebuilding. This park 
shows the inherent maintenance problem of chain-link fencing, rank weed and 
tree growth along the fence line. 


The problem with the basketball courts is their remote location, partially hidden 
behind berms and plantings. This aggravates the park's vulnerability to vandalism. 


The park's pedestrian access and circulation need study and possible redesign. 
Entry points at torn fence sections and undesignated paths indicate that present 
paths are not responding to users needs. The maintenance entrance needs an 
access control structure. 


The use of barberry on berms in the playground entraps trash and creates mainte- 
nance problems. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton ‘ 


Site Name: Hardiman Playground 
Location: Faneuil and Brackett Streets 
Acreage: 1.48 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Hardiman Playground is a small trapezoidal park surrounded by a chain-link 
fence with a playground, basketball court and Little League field. A large, unused 
open space is located behind the bleachers north of the ballfield. Surrounding 
land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Overall, the standard park-built elements are in poor to unusable condition. The 
catchbasins appear to be in good condition. 


The sports facilities are generally in fair condition, with unusable backboard/ 
hoops in the basketball court. 


The playground is in deteriorated condition, with broken equipment, missing parts 
and a very poor surface. 


The trees are all in fair to good condition, but in need of maintenance. The turf is 
generally in good condition as well, needing routine maintenance such as 
overseeding and aerating. 


Major Site Issues: A combination of vandalism and inadequate maintenance has rendered this park 
almost unusable. The degraded condition of facilities and the unnecessarily high 
(eight-foot) chain-link perimeter fence make the park uninviting, despite the 
presence of some nice trees along Faneuil Street and in the playground. The 
condition of the park suggests the need for total renovation. 


Animal waste is a major problem in this park. 


The playground, presently in very poor condition, is in the process of being 
redesigned and rebuilt by the City. 


The wood edging in the playground creates difficult mowing conditions. There is 
easy access for maintenance vehicles, but no access control structure to prevent 
other vehicles from coming into the park. 


The open space by the bleachers is under-utilized and could be further defined 
and developed as a passive recreational area. 


- Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


_ Site Name: Hobart Street Play Area 


Location: Hobart and Ranelegh Road 


Acreage: 0.6 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 
| 


Major Site Issues: 


Hobart Street Play Area is a half-acre rectangular park that abuts three roads in a 
residential area. The park is almost entirely enclosed by a five-foot chain-link 
fence. There is a playground, basketball courts, and a stickball court area. There 
is also a sloping grassy area at the northern park edge. 


The standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition, with the exception 
of four lights that are unusable. 


The basketball courts are in good condition except for one unusable backboard/ 
hoop. The playground is in fair to good condition. Glass and trash in the sand 
present safety and visual problems. The playground edge is too close to the 
climbing structures, also posing a safety hazard. 


The few trees in the park are all in fair to good condition, needing only routine 
maintenance. The turf is also in good condition. 


Two desire lines, one into the park from the northeast corner and one into the park 
from a pulled-down fence section in the southwest corner, indicate that the park’s 
access points are not adequately responding to neighborhood need. Otherwise, 
the general layout of park facilities is good. 


Weeds and numerous volunteer trees have grown within the chain-link fence 
making mowing impossible. This growth greatly detracts from the overall appear- 
ance of the park. 


The small flowerbed at the corner of Ranelegh and Hobart Streets is too small to 
be seen. 


Additional groves of plantings would enhance the now somewhat barren appear- 
ance of the grassy northern slope. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton ‘ 


Site Name: Hooker Street Playground 
Location: Sorrento, Hooker and Goddard Streets 
Acreage: 1.0A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Hooker Street Playground is a small, rectangular neighborhood park located at the 
ends of four dead-end residential streets. The park has a playground and basket- 
ball court located diagonally from one another, leaving two open grassy areas. 
The larger green area is used for informal ball games. The smaller area was once 
heavily planted with trees, now almost all of which are dead. 


Condition Assessments: This park is in very deteriorated condition, extremely vandalized and poorly 
maintained. The standard park-built elements are in fair to unusable condition. 
Globes on lights are missing, many wood slats on benches are missing and 
bollards are bent. 


The basketball court is in good condition, with the exception of one unusable 
backboard/hoop. The playground, composed of the traditional equipment, is in 
fair condition. There is some broken equipment and exposed reinforcing rods. 
The sand surface is in poor condition, and needs to be replenished. There is much 
broken glass. 


Of the trees that remain in the park, only one needs removal. All others are in 
great need of pruning. 


Major Site Issues: Hooker Street Playground can potentially be a very inviting park, situated as it is 
within the neighborhood at the juncture of several residential streets. However, 
its many pieces of broken park furniture, concrete foundations with no picnic 
tables, graffiti, broken glass and trees in stress give the park an abandoned quality. 


Vandalism is a major concern here. Apparently, there is considerable use of the 
park for drinking. Although the park is bound by residences, it has minimal street 
frontage and this makes the park harder to police. 


The two rights-of-way to the northeast and northwest of the park are currently 
being used as dump sites. If these two areas were incorporated into the park, they 
would add 25 percent to the park area. 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Joyce Playground 
Location: Union Street 
Acreage: 1.31 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Joyce Playground is a small park in a residential area with a playground, basket- 
ball court, and an area for stickball. There is a chain-link fence along park 
boundaries abutting residences and a wall along the Union Street edge. There is 
rock outcropping by the east park entry and behind the Union Street wall. 


Condition Assessments: The park is in good condition, and does not appear badly vandalized. The 
condition of the standard park-built elements is fair to good. The catchbasin 
appears to be in good condition. 


The condition of the sports facilities, the basketball court and stickball court area, 
is also fair to good. The playground is in good condition. 


The natural elements are in fair to good condition and require routine mainte- 
nance. Pruning of trees and shrubs and removal of weed species is needed. 


Major Site Issues: The park has aged well and most of its components are in fair to good condition. 
Berms are well designed to separate the playground areas from the basketball 
court. The use of white pine to screen the adjacent residence to the northeast is 
not an ideal choice. It will need underplanting of shrubs once the pines grow 
taller and lose their bottom branches. 


The park’s Union Street edge presents a vacant lot appearance with rank growth 
of ailanthus and Norway maple amid a shrub bed by the wall. This uninviting 
face obscures and degrades a nice neighborhood park. 


There is a great deal of bituminous concrete within the park which seems upon 
initial observation to be excessive. However, it is possible that the area is often 
used for sports play. 


There is an unnecessary chain-link fence along the park’s east entry, where the 
bedrock outcropping would adequately serve to restrict and guide visitors to the 
park. There is both a bollard and granite block at this park’s entry. The bollard 
alone would perform the function of controlling access. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: McKinney Playground 
Location: Faneuil Street 

Acreage: 5.94 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: McKinney Playground is a large, irregularly shaped site surrounded by residential 
development. It abuts a street only along its northern edge. The park contains 
basketball and tennis courts, baseball and Little League fields, and a playground. 
The southeast corner of the site slopes steeply up to a parking area for the nearby 
church. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements vary greatly in condition. Elements that can 
better withstand vandalism, such as concrete walls, steps and sports lighting, are 
in good condition although covered with graffiti. Other elements are in fair to 
poor condition. 


The basketball and tennis courts are in good condition, although fencing has been 
torn down. The ballfields are in fair condition, with badly worn turf in places. 


The playground is in fair to good condition, although the play equipment has a 
low play value. There is broken glass in the sand. 


None of the trees need removal, yet they suffer from lack of maintenance. Guy 
wires have not been removed, and trees have died back. Pruning is needed to re- 
establish good growing form. 


Major Site Issues: Lack of maintenance and vandalism have caused McKinney Playground to 
deteriorate, and this degraded condition dominates the character of the space. 
Several park areas appear to be drinking places, particularly the depressed dugout 
around the baseball field and the southeast sloped park area. 


The chain-link fence along Faneuil Street requires maintenance. Its necessity 
along this entire street frontage is questionable. 


The grade of the park’s southeast slope causes a significant maintenance problem 
because it is too steep to mow. 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


_ Site Name: Penniman Street Play Area 
Location: Penniman Road and Hano Street 
Acreage: 0.94 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Penniman Street Play Area is a small trapezoidal park surrounded by a chain-link 
fence with a playground and basketball court that abut a community garden to the 
northeast. The park is almost entirely paved with the exception of two trees and a 
small patch of grass. Residential and industrial uses surround the park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are generally in fair to poor condition. The 
catchbasins appear to be in good condition. 


The basketball court is in good condition. The playground is in fair condition, 
with a need for additional surface material. The metal climbing structure is too 
close to the fence, posing a safety hazard. Although the equipment is in good 
condition, it offers little play value. 


One tree is in good condition, needing only maintenance. The second tree is dead 
and should be removed. The park’s turf is in poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: The major issue of this park is that it is almost entirely paved with asphalt, giving 
it a bleak and uninviting character. Adding more trees and improving the condi- 
tion of the turf would make this a much more welcome and pleasant place. The 
park has also suffered from a considerable degree of vandalism. 


The one tree in good condition is a magnificent sycamore. Although it shades the 


gardens somewhat, it is the most outstanding scenic feature of the space and 
should be preserved. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Portsmouth Street Playground 


Location: Portsmouth Street 


Acreage: 4.29 A 
Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Portsmouth Street Playground is a large, open, nearly treeless active recreational 
park with a basketball court, softball fields and a football field which doubles as a 
soccer field. There is a very minimal playground area. A foundation indicates 
that there was once a building on the site. The park is bound on three sides by a 
chain-link fence and on the Portsmouth Street side by a masonry wall. Surround- 
ing land uses are residential, industrial and commercial. 


Overall, the standard park-built elements are in good condition. However, the 
fences are in fair to poor condition, and the drinking fountain is unusable. 


The basketball court is in good condition, replacing a former tennis court, and the 
sports fields are in fair to good condition. 


The swings, the only equipment in the playground, are in good condition. 
Vegetation other than turf on the sports fields is limited to five trees at the 


perimeter and all are in fair to good condition but require maintenance. 


This park provides major opportunities for field sports, but appears rather barren 
because of the absence of trees. There is opportunity at both sides of the main 
entrance to enhance its appearance and to soften this flat, open area with groves of 
trees. 


Although the swings are in good condition, there is no other playground equip- 


_ ment and this gives the play area an abandoned appearance. 


Parking, access and visibility are all critical concerns here. The Market Street 
entrance leads onto a reserved parking lot. The Portsmouth Street entrance is 
through an opening in a wall, partially obstructed by a large, concrete block. This 
wall limits visibility out from the park and reportedly causes safety problems for 
children running toward the street. 


An alternative to the present access control structure would improve the park’s 
appearance and facilitate maintenance vehicle entry. 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Ringer Playground 

Location: Allston Street and Griggs Place 
Acreage: 12.38 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


eae ee ee Ce ee ee ee 


a 


Site Description Ringer Playground is a large park with basketball and tennis courts, a Little 
League field and a playground. It also exhibits extensive areas of natural wood- 
land and significant rock outcroppings with distant views to the north and east. 
Abutting the park is a parking lot, recreational building, school and housing. The 
surrounding land use is residential. 


Condition Assessments: Overall, the standard park-built elements are in fair to poor condition, with the 
exception of the park benches which are in good condition. There are several 
broken and unusable lights. 


The basketball and tennis courts and the Little League field are in fair to good 
condition. The ballfield turf needs refurbishing. Renovations to the Little League 
field and basketball courts are planned by the City. 


The play equipment in the playground is in fair condition with the exception of 
the swing, which is in poor condition and has a loose concrete footing. The 
Playground is scheduled to be renovated. 


The planted trees are all in good to fair condition and need maintenance. Guy 
wires are damaging trees and need to be removed. The woodland is in a degraded 
condition, with quite a few old black locust trees in decline. There is some graffiti 
on the rock outcropping. The turf of the natural area is in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Ringer Playground's outstanding scenic and ecological feature is its rolling 
topography, punctuated with rock outcropping. However, this key element had 
little influence on the placement of facilities, most particularly the playground 
area. A major visual problem for the park is the construction of the West End 
House on Allston Street, which intrudes on the park's natural landscape, blocking 
views and making park surveillance difficult. A massive drainage system and 
retaining wall have been necessitated by its placement midslope. 


Vandalism and vehicular damage are also major concerns. A vehicular barrier is 
planned by the City. Consideration should also be given to simplifying the current 
access ways by combining them into a larger, more welcoming entrance which 
also maintains access control. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton : 


Site Name: Shubow Park 

Location: Commonwealth Avenue and Sidlaw Road 
Acreage: 0.6 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Shubow Park is a small triangular parcel adjacent to Commonwealth Avenue and 
has recently been renovated. It contains a playground and a grassy area with 
several picnic tables and park benches. The parcel is enclosed by a linear tree 
planting and a steel picket fence. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements and the playground are all in good to excellent 
condition. 


Most of the trees are in fair to good condition, but require maintenance. Two 
trees are in poor condition and need to be replaced. The trees exhibit significant 
damage from mowers around their base. The shrubs and ground cover are in poor 
condition and will need replacement. 


Major Site Issues: Shubow Park is in good condition with very little vandalism. Its prominent 
location and easy visibility from apartments on two sides most likely deter 
vandalism. 

Picnic tables are well located and convenient to food establishments. 


The fine specimens of flowering cherries and large, old oaks contribute substan- 
tially to the quality of the park. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Smith Playground 

Location: Western Avenue and North Harvard Street 
Acreage: 14.0A 

Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: Smith Playground is a long rectangular park containing a series of ballfields. It 
has very limited road frontage on Western Avenue and Soldiers Field Road. The 
park has basketball courts, Little League fields, softball fields and a soccer field. 
City renovation plans include a new playground, street hockey court and reloca- 
tion of the basketball courts, as well as repair of the existing stone wall along 
Western Avenue. Industrial and residential land uses surround the park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are for the most part in fair to good condition. 
Several park benches and the service gate are in poor condition. 


The sports facilities are in fair to good condition, with the exception of one 
softball infield which needs renovation. 


None of the trees need removal, but all are in great need of maintenance, particu- 
larly removal of guy wires which are damaging trees and Causing them to die 
back. 


Major Site Issues: The site’s minimal street frontage coupled with the four-and-one-half-foot wall 
along the park’s Western Avenue edge severely limit visual access into the site 
and make policing difficult. Although the wall is well-constructed and acts to 
control vehicular access into the park, it discourages entry by visually blocking 
one of only two small park frontages. A park entrance sign would help alleviate 
this problem. 


Smith Playground is flat, open, and barren looking. Without impinging on sports 
play or endangering existing trees, groups of new trees could be planted to enrich 
the visual character of the site and relieve its flatness with mass, color, texture and 
shade. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton ‘ 


Site Name: Brighton Square 
Location: Chestnut Hill Avenue and Academy Hill Road 


Acreage: 0.57 A 
Site Type: Square 


This half-acre park in front of Brighton’s courthouse and library is well located to 
serve the function of a common for the commercial district near the intersection 
of Market and Washington Streets. Nearby land uses include residential, munici- 
pal and institutional. The square currently consists of a sitting area, basketball 
court and playground. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: The few standard park-built elements are in good condition. 


The basketball court and playground are in fair to good condition. However, the 
old metal climbers offer little play value. 


The trees and turf of the square are in fair to good condition and require only 
routine maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: As noted above, Brighton Square’s prominent location at the commercial and 
civic center of Brighton makes it an important visual space that needs further 
definition as a focal point. 


There is an uncomfortable relationship between the paved sitting area and 
adjacent roads. The benches have their backs turned to the nearby heavy traffic 
and do not promote a feeling of safety and rest. The grade of this sitting area is 
steep and adds to the feeling of unrest. 


The recreational facilities are most likely situated in response to the now vacant 
school, adjacent to the square. The programmed use of this space should be 
studied both in its relationship to the rest of the park and to the needs of the 
neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


Site Name: Jackson Square 

Location: Chestnut Hill Avenue, Union and Winship Streets 
Acreage: 0.1 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Jackson Square is a small triangular park prominently located at the intersection 
of Chestnut Hill Avenue, Winship and Union Streets. Residential uses surround 
the site. The simple design, consisting of a central monument with a row of 
flowering crab apples around the site’s perimeter, creates a strong visual character 
for the square. 


Condition Assessments: The few standard park-built elements, curbs and the monument, are in good 
condition. 


The trees are in fair to good condition with the exception of two which need to be 
removed. All trees need pruning to remove suckers and tangled branches. 


Major Site Issues: The handsome circular granite curb around the monument is largely obscured by 
grass growth. This curb provides a good opportunity to define a relatively low- 
maintenance flowerbed or ground cover to highlight the monument more strongly 
than the smaller annual bed that presently sits in front of the stone. The monu- 
ment itself appears to be “floating” on top of the ground. Burial by an additional 
six inches would eliminate hard-to-maintain pockets under the stone’s edges. 


Although Jackson Square is not in deteriorated condition, improved maintenance 
would greatly enhance the park’s appearance. 
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Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton @ 


Site Name: Oak Square 

Location: Washington and Faneuil Streets 
Acreage: 0.22 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Oak Square is a small parcel of open land within the rotary at the commercial 
center of Oak Square. Surrounding land uses are both commercial and institu- 
tional. 

Condition Assessments: The park benches are in unusable condition and the lights are in fair condition. 


With the exception of one section, the fence is in good condition. 


The plantings are in fairly good condition, yet need maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: This space, simple and well-maintained, contributes a great deal toward establish- 
ing the character of this commercial area. It shows little evidence of vandalism. 


Decorative Victorian benches need to be of a more durable design. There are 
areas for additional benches where there are presently none. However, rotary 
traffic around the park constrains its use as a sitting area. 


Future improvements should concentrate on simplifying the planting theme to 
create a stronger landscape character. 


At such time that the park needs renovation, traffic studies should be undertaken 
to determine whether it is feasible and desirable to eliminate one of the two 
roadways alongside the park. This might allow the space to be incorporated into 
an adjacent area to improve pedestrian access and make the park more usable and 
safer. 


Me i-24 


Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 


_ Site Name: Euston Path Rock 

Location: Nottinghill Road and Euston Road 
Acreage: 0.67 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 
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Site Description: Euston Path Rock is a dramatic site with rock outcroppings surrounded by 
residential streets. Its position at the curve of Euston Road gives it great promi- 
nence and visibility from the southeast. The northwest quarter of the site is a 
relatively flat open area at the top of the rock outcroppings separated from 
adjacent Nottinghill Road by a chain-link fence. Only about half of the entire 
rock formation appears to be owned by the City. 


Condition Assessments: Although small in size, Euston Path Rock is an outstanding natural feature, 
offering long-distance views from the top and, at the base, a rugged wilderness 
quality amid a dense urban neighborhood. 


Major Site Issues: The major problem of the site is the dumping of trash, construction materials and 
leaves along the rock’s base. It gives an appearance of abandonment and lack of 
care, and seriously detracts from the quality of the urban wild. Small volunteer 
shrubby plants should be cleared from this base, visually clarifying the now 
cluttered edge. 


Trees have been cut down on the flat knoll of the rock’s top. This should not be 
allowed without city authorization. The fence at this edge discourages entering 
and a gateway might be made to allow access and use of the space. 


The integrity of the site would be better preserved and enhanced if the City- 
owned the entire rock formation. On the section not owned by the City there is a 
magnificent and very unusual stand of native beech, remnants of the original 
forest. This is undoubtedly the greatest ecological feature of the site and should 
be preserved. é 


125 


fUa.t, “8 te * : a 
ST Ae ertest centers 
heost tonite saath 
TSX) cog 
neuril s 2Dky 
sage Gee gi : be 


ae ? : \s 


mgt "eel ee A sbeoelre 


. 


Back Bay- 


Beacon Hill 


) 


ay’ 


Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill 


Chapter Contents 


Map of Neighborhood's Open Space II 
Map Key II-1 
Inventory II-2 
Selected Site Descriptions 0-4 


sn 
= 
e) 
1S) 
ise} 
é 
> 
93] 
= 
a4 
3) 
So] 
faa) 
.— 
i) 
iS) 
= 
I 
S 
Eo) 
= 
ay 
v 
Z 


Map of Neighborhood's Open Space 


Neighborhood: Back Bay / Beacon Hill 


Map Key 


Parks 

1 Boston Common 

2 Clarendon Tot Lot 

3 Myrtle Street Play Area 
4 Phillips Street Play Area 
5 Public Gardens 


Parks (Other Jurisdictions) 


6 Charles River Embank- 
ment 

7 State House Park 

Squares / Malls 

8 Ames Square 

9 Amory Square 

10 Commonwealth Avenue 
Mall 


11 Copley Square 

12 Dartmouth Street Mall 
13 Prudential Center Plaza 
14 Somerset Street Mall 
15 Temple Street Mall 


Cemeteries 


16 Central Cemetery 
17 Granary Burial Ground 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay / Beacon Hill . 


Inventory 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 20 to 22) 
Parks 
1 Boston Common Tremont to Park Street 51 H-2-65 Parks SBF;LLF;TC-2;L*;wf-3; spr; 
Beacon, Charles & bl;sb;PA;wp 
Boylston Streets 
ps Clarendon Tot Lot Clarendon Street & 0.33 H-3-65 Parks PA;sw;timb;sl;b-4;df;f;tr 
Commonwealth Avenue 
x Myrtle Street Play Area Myrtle & South Russell 0.17 H-2-65 Parks BBC-1/2;L*;PA;sw;s]; 
Sts. timb;b-5;df;f;tb; tr-3;flg 
4 Phillips Street Play Area Phillips btwn Garden 0.13 H-2-65 Parks BBC-1/2;L*;PA;sw; 
& Anderson Sts. timb;b-7;df;f;tb-3;tr-2 
5 Public Gardens Arlington, Beacon, 24.25 H-2-65 Parks b;tr;f;wf-6;L*;M-9; flower 
Boylston, & Charles Sts. beds;swan boats 
Parks (other jurisdictions) 
6 Charles River Storrow Drive (Charles 29.4 H-3 MDC Passive green space;paved 
Embankment River Dam to Mass Ave.) pathways;tr;L*;b;PA;sw; 
sl;timb;SBF-4;FBF;TC-4; 
hatch shell;(indoor pool) 
7 State House Park Mt. Vernon, Demme & 08 B4 State M;flg;grass strip;parking 
Bowdoin Sts. lot 
Squares / Malls 
8 Ames Square Comm Ave. btwn 0.05 H-3-65 Parks Passive green space 
Charlesgate E&W 
9 Amory Square Dartmouth Street & 0.33 H-3-65 Parks Passive green space 
Comm. Avenue 
10 Commonwealth Ave, Comm Ave. (Arlington 2 H-3-65 Parks M-7;L*;b-66;df;f;tr-28; 
Mall St. to Kenmore Square) linear parkland 
11 Copley Square Huntington Avenue, 188 B-8 Parks b-15;M 


Boylston & Dartmouth Sts. 


Neighborhood: Back Bay / Beacon Hill 


OS Name 

Map # 

12 Dartmouth Street Mall 
13 Prudential Center Plaza 
14 Somerset Street Plaza 
15 Temple Street Mall 
Cemeteries 

16 Central Cemetery 

17 Granary Burial Ground 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Dartmouth St. btwn. 
Comm. Ave. & Newbury 
Street 


Huntington Ave. 


Somerset Street 


Btwn. Suffolk Univ. & 
St. John's Church 


Boston Common 


Tremont Street 
(near Park St.) 


1 | 


0.06 


1.39 


1.88 


H-3-65 Parks 


B-8 Private 


B-8 City/ 
Private 


H-2-65 * 


H-2-65 Parks 


H-2-65 Parks 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


L*;b-10;df;tr-5 


Terraced paved plaza;b; 
flg;planters 


Terraced plaza;planters; 
wf;roof garden;flg 


Planter;b-4;tree lined mall 


Historic Cemetery 


Historic Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill < 


Site Name: The Boston Common 

Location: Tremont, Boylston, Charles and Park Streets 
Acreage: 51 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: The Boston Common is a large, irregularly shaped site bordered by Charles Street 
and the Public Garden on the west, Boylston Street on the south, Beacon and Park 
Streets on the north and Tremont Street on the east. The Common is located in _ 
the center of Boston and is bordered by both commercial and residential areas. 
There is fencing along Beacon and Park Streets and adjacent to the burial grounds 
along the southern edge of the site. Most of the park consists of tree-covered 
expanses of lawns with one large open lawn in the northwest. Several statues, 
fountains and plazas serve as focal points. The park is well supplied with benches 
and lights. There are several active recreational facilities: a large spray area (the 
frog pond) located in the center of the park near Beacon Street, a small play- 
ground located to the east of the spray area, softball and Little League fields, and 
tennis courts located in the southeast corner of the site. There is a bandstand and 
a comfort station in the center of the site near Park Street. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition. The statues are in good — 
condition, the bandstand in fair condition and the comfort station is closed and 
appears to need major renovation. One fountain appears in fair to good condition 
but isn’t working, and another is working and appears to be in good condition. 
Sports fields, tennis courts and play structures are in good condition. Most of the 
trees appear in good condition and have been pruned. The lawn areas vary 
considerably. Most are in fair condition. However, some large areas are in good — 
condition and other large areas are in poor condition, mostly due to compaction 
by foot traffic. Renovations to various park elements are scheduled by the City. 


¥ 


Major Site Issues: The Boston Common was the earliest public open space established in Boston. 
Today, its extensive walks, lawns and monuments epitomize the public commu 


experience of Boston and for that reason it holds a prominent position in the 
City’s landscape. 


Although, as a whole, the Common appears to be in fair to good condition, there 
are Numerous renovations to structures necessary, many of which will be ad- 
dressed in the currently proposed repair work. The greatest overall improvement 
to the appearance of the park can be gained from improving the lawn areas. Man 
areas are worn out and compacted, especially near prominent entry points and 
features. Some areas have an irregular surface and poor grass coverage. An 


active turf management program is essential, as well as the restriction of cars from 
driving on the grass. 


In general, the design of the improvements along Tremont Street do not well 
reflect the landscape character of the Common, most particularly the information 
booth. The park’s concrete pedestrian lights are also out of character with the 
original site improvements. 


| ie 


The entrance from the Public Gardens across Charles Street is not as successful as 
it could be because the arrival area to the Common is dominated by the entrance 
to and exit from the underground parking garage as well as by the headhouses to 
the garage. This entrance to the Common is also hidden behind juniper plantings. 
This area should be more elaborately conceived and richer, to act as both connec- 
tion to and transition from the elaborate Gardens landscape. This area of the 
Common has been compromised by the development of sports fields and courts. 
Use of the Common for athletic facilities is inappropriate and disruptive of a 
passive landscape designed to be available to many people for a variety of uses. 
Softening by use of plantings and screening of the fields would mitigate their 
negative impact on the site. 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill M 


Site Name: Clarendon Tot Lot 

Location: Clarendon Street and Commonwealth Avenue 
Acreage: 0.33 A 

Site Type: Play Lot 
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Site Description: Clarendon Tot Lot is a small square site on the comer of Clarendon Street and 
Commonwealth Avenue. To the west is a five-story townhouse and to the north, 
an alleyway. The park is enclosed with six-foot steel picket fencing, shrubbery 
and trees. The park is divided into four play areas surrounding a small bermed 
grass area. Three areas have play structures and the fourth, a lower area, is 
covered with mulch for free play. Most of the shrub plantings are located within 
raised planters. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in good condition. The plantings are in 
extraordinarily good condition, given the high intensity of use. The play struc- 
tures are in generally good condition. Some elements need repair. 


Major Site Issues: The design of Clarendon Tot Lot has successfully created an enhanced sense of 
space in a relatively small area. This park appears as a beautiful play garden 
because of the unusual growth and vigor of the shrub and flower plantings. This 
success is undoubtedly due to the high level of adult supervision of children’s 
play as well as the fact that the park is equipped with a lockable gate. The locust 
tree in the park, a thornless variety, is reverting back to a thorny condition, which 
occasionally happens. The tree needs to be limbed up and the trunk sprouts 
removed. 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill 


_ Site Name: Myrtle Street Play Area 


Location: Myrtle and South Russell Streets 


Acreage: 0.17 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


ee 


Myrtle Street Play Area is a small square site on the south side of Myrtle Street. 
The park is surrounded on the other three sides by townhouses. There is an iron 
picket fence along Myrtle Street. There are wooden and metal play structures in 
the southern half of the park. Planting beds and a sitting area are located along 
the northern edge adjacent to Myrtle Street. The western half of the site once had 
a basketball court which has been removed. 


The benches, paving, fencing and most of the lights are in good condition. The 
glass is broken on a number of lights. Most of the wood edging and stairs are 
starting to rot and are in fair to poor condition. The play structure is in fair to 
poor condition. The trees and shrubs are in fair condition. Renovations to the 
playground are scheduled by the City. 


Myrtle Street Play Area is laid out at a 45° angle to Myrtle Street and the sur- 
rounding buildings. While this was most probably an attempt to develop a more 
dynamic space than the City grid might allow, it instead produces a tension 
between park and surroundings, and creates awkward angular planting beds. The 
park entrance is also somewhat pinched. 


Although the gas lighting fixtures are delightful, historic gestures, the glass of the 
light is a target for vandalism. 


The site’s vegetation is in fair condition, except for the junipers which are doing 
poorly under the shade of the locust trees. The park is predominantly paved and 
more areas of vegetation could be developed. Species should be used that are 
shade tolerant. In implementing renovations to the park, care should be taken to 
protect the trees. The best re-use for the former basketball court area should be 
determined. 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill é 


Site Name: Phillips Street Play Area 
Location: Phillips Street 

Acreage: 0.13 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Phillips Street Play Area is a small, irregularly shaped park on the north side of 

Phillips Street bordered by the walls of residences on the east and west. There is 
a garden of an abutting apartment building to the north. The Phillips Street edge 
is enclosed with a steel picket fence. The site consists of two terrace levels. The 
upper terrace adjacent to Phillips Street has a small play structure and sitting area 
with trees and shrub beds. Two stairs, one on the east edge and one on the west, 
lead down to a lower play area with a basketball court, game tables and play 
structures. Play structures are attached to the wall between the two terraces. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for some gas 
lamps which are in fair or poor condition because the glass has been broken. The 
paving is generally in good condition as are the trees, shrubs and groundcovers. 
The play structures are mostly in fair to good condition, except for a few which 
are in poor condition. A tire swing is missing and needs replacement. 


Major Site Issues: There are many positive elements to the design of Phillips Street Play Area. The 
decorative metal fence along Phillips Street and the shrub planting along this side 
provide a strong edge and inviting presence on the street. The connection of the 
terraces by means of play structures is innovative, although there should be a 
railing along the top of the wall. The park is fortunate to abut a garden and share 
the lush vegetation. 


The small size of the park and the lack of visibility into the lower terrace from the 
street are its major limitations. If the lower-level sitting area had been located in 
the east corner of the space, it could have taken advantage of evening sun. The 
historic gas lamps are attractive features of the park, but unfortunately vulnerable 
to breakage. 
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eighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill 


Site Name: Public Gardens 


.ocation: Arlington, Beacon, Charles and Boylston Streets 


Acreage: 24.25A 
Site Type: Passive Park 


site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


ajor Site Issues: 


The Public Gardens is a large rectangular site surrounded by Charles Street on the 
east, Boylston Street on the south, Arlington Street on the west and Beacon Street 
on the north. The park is well provided with a great variety of deciduous shade 
trees, shrubs and flower beds. Six fountains and several statues serve as focal 
points for the garden. A curvilinear duck pond is the central element of the park. 
It is highlighted with swan boat rides and an elegant chain suspension bridge 
which spans the pond carrying the central axis path from Commonwealth Avenue 
Mall to the Boston Common. The Gardens are enclosed with an ornamental iron 
fence. Surrounding land uses are commercial and residential. 


Most standard park-built elements are in good to excellent condition. The major 
exception is the fact that none of the six fountains are operating, although each 
appears to be in good condition. The trees, shrubs, flowers and grass all appear 
well maintained and in good condition, with the exception of bare patches in grass 
areas. Renovations to the park are scheduled by the City. 


The Public Gardens is an extraordinary park and one of the prominent landscape 
features of Boston. Its mature and diverse collection of trees, its delightful 
diversity of fountains, and its expanse of lawns surrounding the duck pond all 
contribute to the high visual quality of the space. Its establishment in 1839 
extended the open space of the Common and ensured the provision of an elabo- 
rate botanical garden for the developing city. 


On the whole, maintenance is very good, with the exception that trash needs more 
frequent removal from receptacles. The edging around the pond has settled in 
places and needs repair. Fountains are all in need of repair, and would add 
immeasurably to the park if in operation. The heavy use of the site is evident in 
desire lines and worn patches in the grass. Compacted dirt around trees will cause 
stress by denying water and oxygen intake of the roots. 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill 


Site Name: Amory Square and Dartmouth Street Mall 

Location: Dartmouth Street between Boylston and Beacon Streets 
Acreage: 1.1 A 

Site Type: Mall 


Site Description: Dartmouth Street Mall and Amory Square are designed as a wide brick-paved 
mall on the west side of Dartmouth Street stretching from Copley Square to 
Beacon Street. Two rows of trees and pedestrian lights line the promenade. 
Three small sitting areas with concrete benches are provided. Some of the 
original trees are missing. 


Condition Assessments: The brick paving is in good condition, although a few small areas need repair. 
The benches and lights are almost all in good condition. The trees are mostly in 
fair condition. Many trees are showing the stress of the paved environment 
within which they live. 


Major Site Issues: As a whole, the mall is an attractive feature of this city street. However, the 
design could have gone further in developing sitting areas and providing a rich 
planting. The approximately forty-foot wide brick-paved sidewalk is more than 
sufficient to accommodate both pedestrian passage and gathering areas. Addi- 
tional open ground with grass, groundcovers or shrubs would greatly enrich the 
area without constricting the gracious dimensions of the mall. The annual flower 
plantings at the base of the trees are too small scale to be effective. The tree pits, 
also, are of insufficient size for optimum growing conditions. 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill 


‘Site Name: Commonwealth Avenue Mall 


Location: Commonwealth Avenue 
Acreage: 11 A 
Site Type: Mall 


Site Description: 


Jondition Assessments: 


“Iajor Site Issues: 


Commonwealth Avenue Mall is a large mall designed by Frederick Law Olmsted 
as part of the larger metropolitan open space system. The mall runs down the 
center of Commonwealth Avenue from the Public Gardens on the east to 
Kenmore Square on the west. It is surrounded by four- and five-story town- 
houses. The park has a wide central walkway with benches and seven monuments 
along its length. Four lines of trees have been planted and are the most prominent 
feature of the mall. At several cross streets ornamental iron or steel picket fences 
with granite bollards define the entrance into the mall and help to direct pedes- 
trian traffic to the central pathway. From Charlesgate East to the Massachusetts 
Avenue overpass, the mall is primarily edged with steel picket fencing. 


Most of the site improvements are in good condition. Most of the monuments are 
in excellent condition. A few benches and all the trash receptacles are in fair to 
poor condition. Most of the trees are in good condition and are well maintained. 
Some recently installed trees and the shrubbery are in fair condition. The lawn is 
worn in many areas with desire lines. Poor grass coverage and irregular surface 
result in a lawn that is in fair to poor condition. 


The Commonwealth Avenue Mall, with its mature trees, beautifully crafted 
monuments and open expanses of grass, is one of the extraordinary landscape 
features of Boston and characterizes the Back Bay neighborhood. The greatest 
improvement in the overall appearance of this space would be achieved by 
improving the quality of the grass. This effort would involve not only a much 
more vigorous turf maintenance program, including aeration and top dressing, but 
also the restricting of access across the corners of the mall where desire lines 
prominently cross diagonally over the lawn to the main pathway. A method, such 
as use of fencing, should be visually harmonious with the design of the site. 
Improvement to the grass should also include filling of depressions to provide a 
more regular and smooth surface. The pathways encircling the monuments are 
not generous enough for maintenance vehicles to pass, and worn patches of grass 
and puddles have formed beyond the limits of the pathways here. 


Improved pruning of shrubbery which encourages its natural growth form as well 
as additional shrubs at the Massachusetts Avenue underpass would improve this 
area. The choice of new tree plantings for the mall can better approximate the 
character of the original elms. The ash and sweet gum have a stiff and more 
geometric form, not the graceful pendulous character of the elms which provided 
relief from the urban street. 
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Neighborhood: Back Bay/Beacon Hill 


Site Name: Copley Square 

Location: Huntington Avenue, Boylston and Dartmouth Streets 
Acreage: 1.88 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description Copley Square, located in the commercial center of Back Bay, is a large sunken 
site between Boylston Street on the north, Dartmouth Street on the west and St. 
James Street on the south. Trinity Church, located at the southeast corner of the 
square, is the most prominent site feature. The square faces the Copley Plaza 
Hotel to the south, the Boston Public Library to the west, and numerous commer- 
cial buildings along Boylston Street to the north. The John Hancock building, 
approximately 60 stories in height, overshadows the park to the southeast. 


A sunken fountain area is located along the Boylston Street edge of the square. 
This edge is significantly below the grade of the street and sidewalk and is 
reached by a series of steps and terraces moving down to the fountain from the 
west and east. There are two linear plantings of trees, one along Boylston Street 
and another along St. James Street. The Dartmouth Street edge is defined by a 
large grassy area with crab apple trees. 


Condition Assessments: This site is scheduled for complete reconstruction. Most standard park-built 
elements and trees are in good condition. The fountain is not presently working 
and the pavement is deteriorated in a number of areas. 


Major Site Issues: Copley Square is one of the most significant public spaces in Boston, and 
surrounded by magnificent historic buildings. In its current condition, its sunken 
design separates the park from the activities of the street and makes it uninviting 
to use and difficult to supervise. Its predominantly hard surface gives it a harsh 
character and makes it very hot in the summer months. 
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Barry Playground 
Caldwell Play Area 
Charlestown High Boat 
Ramp 

Charlestown Naval 
Shipyard Park 

Cook St. Play Area 
Doherty Playground 
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Edwards Playground 
Haverhill Playground 
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O’Reilly Playground 
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Ryan Playground 
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Parks (other jurisdictions) 


14 Bunker Hill Monument 
15 Paul Revere Landing Park 
16 Mischawam Playground 
17 Mt Vernon Street Tot Lot 


22 
23 Winthrop Square (training 
field) 


_ School Playgrounds 


24 Edwards School 


Community Schools 


25 Charlestown (High 


School) 
26 Kent 
Historic Sites 


27 Charlestown Naval 
Shipyard 
28 USS Constitution 


Recreation Centers/Pools 


29 Charlestown Boys Club 

30 Clougherty Pool 

31 Golden Age Center 

32 Lexington Street Gymna- 
sium 


Recreation Centers (other 
jurisdictions) 


33 Emmons & Horrigan 
Skating Rink 


Urban Wilds 


34 Charlestown Overlook 
35 Mystic Overlook 
36 Schrafft’s Cove 


Urban Gardens 

37 Bunker Hill Community 
Gardens 

38 Gardens for Char- 
lestown—Hathon 

39 Gardens for Char- 
lestown—Sullivan 


40 Mrs. Bee’s Gardens 


Cemeteries 


41 Bunker Hill Cemetery 
42 Phipps Street Cemetery 


Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Inventory 


OS Name 

Map # 

Parks 

1 Barry Playground 

2 Caldwell Play Area 

3 Charlestown High 
Boat Ramp 

a Charlestown Naval 
Shipyard Park 

5 Cook St. Play Area 

6 Doherty Playground 

7 Edgeworth St. Play 
Area 

8 Edwards Playground 

9 Haverhill Playground 

10 Hunter Playground 

11 O'Reilly Playground 

12 Rutherford Ave. 
Play Area 

13 Ryan Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


14 Bunker Hill Monument 


B oin2 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Chelsea St., Mystic River, 5.72 
& Medford St. 


Caldwell & Brighton 0.1 
Streets 


Medford & Terminal Sts. 6.02 
(Quinn Athletic Complex) 


8th Street/Constitution 17 
Quarters 


Hill & Cook Streets 0.1 
Bunker Hill & St. 43 
Martin Streets 


Edgeworth & Prospect 0.4 
Aves. 


Mead, Main & Eden 1.29 
Streets 


Haverhill & Perkins Sts. * 


Bunker Hill & Hunter 1.4 
Streets 


O’Reilly Way & A. 
Monument St. 

Rutherford Ave. & 0.21 
Union Streets 

Main & Alford Streets 12.38 


Monument Square Avenue 3.7 


B-1 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


BRA 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


BHA 


BHA 


Parks 


Parks 


NPS 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


SBF-2;L*;df;b-2;bl 


BBC;tr 


BBC-2;TC-3;SQC;HBC-5; 
SHC;SBF;L*;PA;f;b-18; 
boat launch 


PA;L*;b-57;df-2;tr-18 


BBC;PA;b-7;tr;sw 


M;PA;L*;BBC-2;(P);sw; 
timb;b-17;df-2;tr;f; wf 


Abandoned school lot;f 
BBC;TC;b-10;df-2;PA; 
L*:tr-3 

Abandoned lot 


Abandoned lot;df ’ 


Abandoned lot 


TC;PA;L*;b-7;f;tr;sw;timb;sl-2 


BBF;SBF;LLF;FBF;BBC; 
TC;HBC-2;PA;L*;sw; 
sl-2;b-39;tr-2;bl;df 


Open green space;M 


Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
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15 Paul Revere 
Landing Park 

16 Mischawam 
Playground 

17 Mt. Vernon Street 
Tot Lot 

Squares/Malls 

18 City Square 

19 Essex Square 

20 Harvard Mall 

21 Hayes Square 

22 Sullivan Square 

23 Winthrop Square 
(training field) 

School Playgrounds 

24 Edwards School 


Community Schools 


; 25 


Charlestown 
(High School) 


New Charles RiverDam 1 


Mischawam & Main Sts. * 


Mt. Vernon Street * 
Junction of Main & 0.2 
Park Streets 

Essex & Lyndeboro © 0.02 
Streets 

Harvard, Henley & 0.85 
Main Streets 

Bunker Hill & Vine 0.11 
Streets 


Main, Cambridge, Seaver, 0.33 
& Gardner Sts. 


Winthrop, Common & 0.88 
Adams Streets 


Walker St. 0.86 


254 Medford Street & 0.98 
Terminal Street 


I-2 M.D.C. 

H-1-U Private 

L-1 Mass. Port 

B-1 ‘Parks 

H-1 _— Parks 

L-1 _‘ Parks 

L-1 _‘ Parks 

I-2 Parks 

H-1 _— Parks 

H-1 Schools 

W-2 = Schools/ 
Comm. Sch. 


b;passive green space 
* 


* 


L*;M;f 


f;M-10;PA;L*;s];b-26; 
tb-3;timb;df;tr-5;sw;sb;wf 


L* tr 
Abandoned lot; MBTA dump 
site 


M-3;L*;df;f;b-12;tr 


(6-8);partially paved lot 


(Counseling;Senior Center; 
Education;Open Gym;Pool); 
see Parks #3 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown € 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
26 Kent 50 Bunker Hill Street 0.1 H-1 = Schools/ (Day Care;Education; 


Comm. Sch. BBC;Pool);BBC;PA;wp 


Historic Sites 


27 Charlestown Naval Constitution Rd. & 8th St. 17 B-1 BRA/ Historic Site/Shipyard 
Shipyard NPS Museum 
28 USS Constitution Constitution Rd. N/A B-1 NPS Constitution Museum/ 
Visitor Center 


Recreation Centers/Pools 


29 Charlestown Boys 14 Green Street N/A H-1 _sPrivate (G;P) 
Club 
30 Clougherty Pool Medford & N. Mead Sts. N/A  H-1_ Parks/ P 
(at Doherty Plgnd) Comm. Schs. 
31 Golden Age Center Main St. opp. Oak Street N/A H-1 BHA/ (Senior Center) 
& Edwards Sch. Comm. Sch. 
32 Lexington Street Lexington & Bunker N/A H-1 Parks (G) 
Gymnasium Hill Sts. 


Recreation Centers (other jurisdictions) 


33 Emmons & Horrigan Rutherford Avenue 107 H-1 M.D. (Skating) 
Skating Rink 

Urban Wilds 

34 Charlestown Overlook = Mead St., Bunker Hill Ct. 0.69 H-1 BRA/ Long narrow woodland site 
& Russell St. Private 

35 Mystic Overlook North Mead St. 0.69 H-1  Private/ Steep hillside;dump site 

City 

36 Schrafft’s Cove Medford & Main Sts. 9.7 W-2 ‘Private Wetlands;mudflats;estuary 

-behind Schrafft’s plant 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 
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OSs Name 
Map # 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
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Urban Gardens 
37 Bunker Hill 


Community Gardens 


38 Gardens for 
Charlestown-Hathon 


39 Gardens for 


Charlestown-Sullivan 


40 Mrs. Bee’s Gardens 
Cemeteries 

41 Bunker Hill Cemetery 
42 Phipps Street Cemetery 


Bunker Hill Housing . 
Development 


Hathon Square - 205 0.1 
Main Street 

Sullivan Sq. - Bunker 0.33 
Hill & Main Street 


Bunker Hill & Concord * 
Streets 


Bunker Hill St. btwn Elm 0.42 
& Polk Streets 


Phipps & Lawrence 1.76 
Streets 


B-1 BHA/ 
Private 
L-1 ‘Private 
I-2 BRA 
H-1-U BHA 
L-1 ‘Parks 
H-1 _— Parks 


Vegetable & flower gardens 


Flowers;shrubs 


b-4;f;PA;green house; 
flowers; fruit trees;trellis/arbor 


Vegetable & flower gardens 


Historic Cemetery 


Historic Cemetery 


uns 


Neighborhood: Charlestown ‘ 


Site Name: Barry Playground 

Location: Chelsea Street, Mystic River and Medford Street 
Acreage: 5.72 A 

Site Type: Playground 


i EEE 


Barry Playground is a trapezoidal park containing two ballfields. It is bound on 
the south and east by roads, on the west by apartment buildings and on the north 
by the Mystic River. The site is dominated by the overpass of the Mystic Bridge. 
A paved parking area and an old concrete bleacher are located under the bridge. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: In general, the park appears bleak and very poorly maintained. There are no trees 
or other plantings. The lawn is in worn condition, and weeds and trash dominate 
the park edges. 


The city plans several construction projects in the park: the addition of a new, 
wooden guard rail, repair of the entry gate and rehabilitation of the two ballfields. 


The standard park-built elements are for the most part fair to poor. 


Major Site Issues: The most outstanding scenic feature of the park, and one that offers the greatest 
potential, is the harbor. Yet, by installing a high, chain-link fence and not 
providing any means of walking or sitting along this edge, the park has turned its 
back on its primary asset. An alternative fence design at a lower height, plant- 
ings, a walkway and benches along this frontage would recognize and strengthen 
this important connection. 


Another primary issue faced in this park is its bleak and barren appearance. It is 
devoid of trees. This barren quality is aggravated by rank growth of weeds and 
lack of maintenance, resulting in an uninviting space. Masses of vegetation could 
be used to mitigate the domination of this site by the overhead bridge. 


At present, access control is needed along the parking area under the bridge and 


along Medford Street. Presumably this will be addressed by the proposed guard 
rail. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


_ Site Name: Caldwell Play Area 
Location: Caldwell and Brighton Streets 
Acreage: 0.1 A 
Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Caldwell Play Area is a small rectangular park surrounded by residential and 
industrial land uses. The park is almost hidden, located in a difficult-to-find space 
dominated by the overpass of Interstate 93. The remains of a half basketball court 
are located in the western portion of the site and planted lawn takes up the 
remaining area of the site. 


Condition Assessments: There are no standard park-built elements except for paved sidewalks, which are 
in good condition. The backboard of the basketball court has been removed, 
making the court unusable. 


The trees on the site are in very poor condition; many of them are girdled by guy 
wires that weren’t removed. The lawn is in poor condition, with sparse cover, 
mounds and depressions. 


Major Site Issues: The extreme deterioration of Caldwell Play Area renders it unusable. Its ability to 
be developed for comfortable playlot use is severely compromised by its hidden 
location and its proximity to the noise and traffic of Interstate 93. Active sports 
such as basketball would encourage use by the immediate neighborhood and 
would seem to be the most appropriate way to reactivate this park. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 4 


Site Name: Charlestown High/Boat Ramp 
Location: Little Mystic Channel 
Acreage: 6.02A 

Site Type: Playfield 


Site Description: Charlestown High/Boat Ramp is situated at the western end of the Little Mystic 
River Channel. It is an irregularly shaped parcel between a Charlestown Com- 
merce Center container factory, Charlestown High School and a public housing 
development. It includes tennis and basketball courts, street hockey, handball and 
squash courts, a softball field and some landscaped areas. 


Condition Assessments: Although some standard park-built elements are in good condition, most of them 
are destroyed and unusable. Overall, the sports courts are in good condition, 
although fences have been torn down in places. The softball field is in poor 
condition. Water does not drain well across the surface or through the soil itself, 
and the turf is in poor condition. 


The playground is unusable. The wood timbers around the climber are rotted and 
most equipment is gone, except for the one metal climber. The sand surface is 
full of debris and glass. 


The landscaped areas are in extremely degraded condition, choked with weeds 
and filled with litter and debris from dumping. 


Major Site Issues: Lack of maintenance and vandalism are the most significant causes of the present 
deteriorated condition of this park. Surveillance is also made difficult here 
because of the elongated configuration of the site and its limited amount of road 
frontage. 
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_ Neighborhood: Charlestown 


_ Site Name: Charlestown Naval Shipyard Park 
Location: Constitution Road and Eighth Street 
Acreage: 17.0A 
Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 
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Site Description: Charlestown Naval Shipyard Park is a richly planted rectangular park featuring an 
elaborately constructed fountain and playground with adjacent sitting areas. An 
outdoor performance area is also provided adjacent to the fountain complex. 


Site Description: The standard park-built elements are all in excellent condition except for one light 
apparently damaged by a vehicle. The playground is in good condition. 


: The plantings are for the most part in good condition and well maintained. 
: However, some shrub species are not thriving and some shrubs may need to be 
| removed to allow adjacent plants to achieve full size. 


 _ ae 

| Major Site Issues: This park is extraordinarily well maintained and shows no evidence of vandalism. 

Maintenance of the complex shrub plantings of the park will require supervision 
by a knowledgeable horticulturist. 


The ground adjacent to the curbs has subsided two to four inches and needs to be 
filled with topsoil and reseeded to meet designed grade. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Cook Street Play Area 
Location: Hill and Cook Streets 
Acreage: 0.1 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Cook Street Play Area is a very small, entirely paved rectangular site bordered on 
. two adjacent sides by streets and on the remaining two sides by residences. The 
site is in a steeply sloping area of Charlestown and has retaining walls which 
create two terraces within the park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition although rusty 
fence sections and cracked, graffiti-covered walls give an overall shabby appear- 
ance to the park. 


The basketball court is in fair condition. The playground swings, which have a 
bituminous concrete surface beneath them, are in good condition. 


The two remaining trees on the site are in poor condition. The lack of sufficient 
porous surface around the trees, as well as the heat reflecting off the pavement, 
create a stressful and harsh environment for plants. Three park trees appear to 
have succumbed to these conditions. 


Major Site Issues: The extremely small size of this park is its major limitation, permitting very few 
facilities. It is situated close to abutting residences, and reportedly basketballs in 
yards and noise from play are problems. 


A more successful solution to planting, adding some green to what is now a 
barren, paved site, needs to be developed. 


Vandalism is also a major problem here, evidenced by graffiti, broken glass and 
carved-up furniture. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


_ Site Name: Doherty Playground 
Location: Bunker Hill and St. Martin Streets 
Acreage: 4.3 A 
Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 
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Site Description: Doherty Playground is an extraordinary site, appearing much larger than it is 
because it consists of two very distinctive types of landscape. A formal mall and 
sitting area along Bunker Hill Street focus on a granite fountain. Behind this area 
are active recreational facilities—a playground, wading and swimming pools, and 
basketball courts. Northeast of this recreational area is an overlook and sitting 
area formed by a high, puddingstone retaining wall. Farther northeast is an 
unmaintained meadow with scattered trees on a fairly steep slope. A paved 
promenade moves across the slope and down a series of granite steps with 
puddingstone cheek walls. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


- Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are for the most part in fair to good condition, 
: although graffiti has defaced much of the magnificent wall below the overlook. 
0 The city is currently renovating the park. The mall fountain is unusable, filled 
with concrete. 


One set of granite steps has collapsed. Site work done in the construction of the 
abutting gasoline station undercut the foundation of the granite wall along that 
edge. Its repair needs immediate attention. 


The basketball courts are in good condition and the playground is being reno- 
vated. 


‘Major Site Issues: The quality of the original workmanship of the naturalistic park landscape— 
walls, steps, walk layout, grading—is exceptional and an outstanding example for 
the city. 


The upright varieties of shrubs chosen for the new shrub planting on the steep 
hillside, as well as their spacing, will be problematic. Because of the steep grade, 
water runoff needs to be slowed in order to prevent soil erosion. The best shrub 
types for that are multi-stemmed, pendulous and low. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Edgeworth Street Play Area 
Location: Edgeworth and Prospect Streets 
Acreage: 0.4 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 
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Site Description: Edgeworth Street Play Area is a small, triangular parcel of land where buildings 
appear to have been demolished. There is no evidence of a park on the site. The 
property is quite steep and offers views north to the Mystic Bridge. The site is 
surrounded by residences on the west, a school on the north, and vacant land to 


the south. 

Condition Assessments: There are no site improvements except for a perimeter chain-link fence to restrict 
access. 

Major Site Issues: The boundary and location of the site need clarification. The size of the area 


shown on the map is not a half acre, yet the size of the entire triangular island on 
which it sits is approximately a half acre. 


The steep slope of the site will be a constraint to development and will require 
retaining walls for development of level use areas. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Edwards Playground 
Location: Mead, Main and Eden Streets 
Acreage: 1.29 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Edwards Playground is a rectangular park surrounded on three sides by roads and 
on the fourth by residences. The southern half, fronting on Main Street, is a green 


with trees. The remaining half, abutting residences, contains a playground, and 
tennis and basketball courts. 


Condition Assessments: The condition of the standard park-built elements varies considerably. Benches 
and sports lighting are in fair to good condition. Pedestrian lighting is in fair to 
poor condition, appearing heavily vandalized. 


Sports facilities are generally in good condition, although some fencing has been 
torn down. The playground is in fair to good condition. However, it exhibits low 
play value, offering only climbing structures. There is broken glass on the 
playground. 


The trees are in fair condition, very much in need of maintenance. Most trees 
planted in paved areas have died. Yews along the tennis court are in good 
condition, while a privet hedge and hemlock hedge both need pruning. The lawn 
is heavily worn and eroding in places. 


Major Site Issues: Maintenance of plantings, especially turf, is the outstanding need for Edwards 
Playground. Given the apparent heavy use of the grassy southern park area, 
complete restoration of the soil is needed. Irrigation should also be considered. 
This green, facing Main Street, is well laid out with its frame of berms and 
planting. Additional planting of evergreen trees in masses might be considered to 
carry this successful use of planting onto other areas around the green. 


The play area lacks interest, and renovation to increase play value should be 
considered. Fencing should be installed around this area to prevent dogs from 
entering. 


eae ee oe ee ee 


Neighborhood: Charlestown M 


Site Name: Hunter Playground 
Location: Bunker Hill and Hunter Streets 
Acreage: 1.4 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 


Site Description: Hunter Playground is a large, barren, paved rectangular parcel surrounded by 
roads and dominated by the overpass of the Mystic Bridge, which covers the 
eastern third of the site. There are residential and commercial land uses in the 
area. 


Condition Assessments: The park is unrecognizable as such. Whatever was there has been totally de- 
stroyed, and there is much trash and debris. Except for new fencing along 
Chelsea Street, there are only fragments of fence left around the park. The stairs 
on site are in poor condition. Low retaining walls found in some places are in 
good condition. 


Major Site Issues: The overpass of Mystic Bridge and the heavy traffic on Bunker Hill and Chelsea 
Streets severely constrain this site’s capability to fulfill park functions. This site 
might best serve as a green oasis in a barren area of Charlestown. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Rutherford Avenue Play Area 
Location: Rutherford Avenue and Union Streets 
Acreage: 0.21 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Rutherford Avenue Play Area is a small trapezoidal playground at the intersection 
of two quiet streets. Residential buildings abut the park on two sides. The park 
contains a play structure for young children, tennis court and Sitting area. 


Condition Assessments: For the most part, the standard park-built elements are in good condition except 
for the lights and several benches, which are in fair condition. The tennis court is 
in very good condition except for the net, which has been torn. The playground is 
in good condition with the exception of the need for more sand surface, and 
tightening of the bolts holding the tire swing together. 


The park’s trees are in good condition, but need maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: This park appears in very good condition. The playground is designed to well- 
utilize the small space it occupies, and the equipment offers high play value. 


The park has an excessive amount of paving, giving a barren appearance to the 
sitting area and causing stress to the trees. They will eventually die back without 
sufficient growing space and porous surface material through which to absorb 
oxygen and moisture. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Ryan Playground 
Location: Main and Alford Streets 
Acreage: 12.3 A 

Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: Ryan Playground is a large triangular park bound by a manufacturing plant on the 
east, the Mystic River on the north, and Main Street on the west. The park 
contains basketball, tennis, and handball courts as well as a Little League field 
and softball field. A small recreation building is located adjacent to Main Street. 
Land uses in the area are industrial. 


Condition Assessments: The majority of standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition, with 
some elements in poor or unusable condition. 


The sports facilities are in fair condition except for the tennis court surface, which 
is in poor condition. The playground equipment, although mostly in good 
condition, is dispersed and not of high play value. The chain-link fence is too 
close to the swings and some of the swings are missing seats. 


Major Site Issues: The major issue for Ryan Playground is that it is barren and poorly maintained, 
with numerous facilities deteriorated and vandalized. 


In the design, no attempt has been made to screen and mitigate the harsh indus- 
trial environment in which this park sits. The park provides an opportunity to 
create a refreshing and rich environment which would give relief from the 
austerity of its surroundings. Advantage has not been taken of this opportunity. 


The location of the park on the Mystic River is not acknowledged in the layout. 
Additional plantings and landscape treatment along the river’s edge would 
contribute greatly to the appearance of Ryan Playground. 


It appears that on-site parking may be necessary for this large recreation area, and 
addition of same should be explored. 
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/ Neighborhood: Charlestown 


| Site Name: City Square 

- Location: Junction of Main and Park Streets 
Acreage: 0.2 A 

Site Type: Square 
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_ Site Description: City Square is a small triangular parcel prominently located at the entrance to 
Charlestown from the North End. The square is surrounded by a heavily traveled 
rotary, isolating it from pedestrians, and the Mystic Tobin Bridge passes over- 
head. A small commercial block, the courthouse and a YMCA are nearby. The 
site consists of a lawn with a granite monument encircled by a granite curb. 


Condition Assessments: Although the individual curb sections are in good condition, they have settled in 
many places and need resetting. The lights and the monument are in good 
condition. The turf is in very poor condition. 


“Major Site Issues: City Square is dominated by the bridge overpass as well as by the heavy rotary 

traffic and adjacent courthouse parking. A highway sign has been placed adjacent 
to the monument and effectively blocks it, reflecting the sense that this square is 
neglected and unappreciated. 


The location of this square at a major gateway into Charlestown deserves recogni- 


tion. A renovated City Square can be a green space that visually welcomes the 
visitor and resident to Charlestown. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Harvard Mall 

Location: Harvard, Henley and Main Streets 
Acreage: 0.85 A 

Site Type: Mall 


Site Description: Harvard Mall consists of two terrace levels with two sets of steps connecting 
Harvard and Main Streets. It has a geometric paving pattern of brick, granite and 
bluestone. The mall is planted with rows of trees which combine with the paving 
pattern to create a prominent longitudinal axis. Brick walls and iron picket 
fencing enclose the space, and there is a play area in the northwestern corner. The 
walls are inlaid with granite commemorative plaques, and there is a granite 
monument and fountain on the upper terrace. 


Condition Assessments: Because of the durability of their materials (brick, granite, steel) most standard 
park-built elements are in good to excellent condition, with some in fair condition. 
The lower terrace appears to have been recently renovated, with some renovation 
on the upper terrace fence. The upper terrace paving is in poor condition and the 
lights have no fixtures. The playground is in good condition, although more sand 
surfacing is needed. 


The trees in the lower terrace seem to be under stress and in decline, most likely 
due to repair work which damaged their roots. 


Major Site Issues: Harvard Mall is a well-designed and constructed space using materials that reflect 
the historic character of Charlestown. However, there is sufficient deterioration, 
particularly of pavement that is a primary visual element in this space, to warrant 
historic renovation. Walls are also in need of repair, and the monument and 
plaques are covered with graffiti. Neighborhood use of this park as a dog run 
should be forbidden. 


There is a large, concrete paved area in the north portion of the site that is out of 
character with the rest of the mall and appears to serve no purpose. Study should 
be undertaken to determine a redesign that better integrates this with the rest of 
the space. 


When resetting bricks and bluestone, the use of sand rather than mortar in the 


joints would allow oxygen and water to reach tree roots. The lower terrace trees 
should be pruned carefully. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Hayes Square 

Location: Bunker Hill and Vine Streets 
Acreage: 0.11 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Hayes Square is a small triangular traffic island with lawn and trees formed by the 
intersection of Vine, Bunker Hill and Morton Streets. Nearby are a church, a 
commercial block and a school. The square is surrounded by a granite curb, and 
there is evidence that an iron fence once encompassed it as well. A footing with 
protruding steel pins suggests the former existence of a monument or flag pole. 


Condition Assessments: There are very few standard park-built elements. There is a trash receptacle in 
poor condition and curbs that need to be reset. Individual curb sections are in 
good condition. 


Most of the trees are in deformed condition due to poor or inappropriate pruning 
practices. The lawn is in poor condition, with an irregular surface and minimum 
grass coverage. 


Major Site Issues: At present, Hayes Square is in poor condition and needs complete renovation. 
Because of its small size, a simple design is preferable. In its prominent location, 
near dense housing and a school, the small site is subject to more use than it can 
support. Therefore, it should most likely be a place to be viewed rather than 
entered. Re-installing an iron fence and simplifying the planting scheme by using 
only one tree species would control access and strengthen the design of this space. 
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Neighborhood: Charlestown 


Site Name: Winthrop Square 

Location: Winthrop, Common and Adams Streets 
Acreage: 0.88 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Winthrop Square is a trapezoidal, Victorian-style memorial park. The neighbor- 
hood is residential, composed of 19th century brick and wooden townhouses. 
Low, iron picket fences enclose both the outside of the square and an interior area 
with a monument. The park’s southern entrance focuses on a large Civil War 
monument. A memorial gateway and stairs at the northern entrance commemo- 
rate soldiers who fought at Bunker Hill. The park is shaded by numerous large 
trees. 


Condition Assessments: Overall, the standard park-built elements are in good condition. The monuments 
are in excellent condition, and several elements are in fair condition. The 
catchbasins do not appear to be working. 


The trees are in good condition. However, they need pruning to remove dead 
wood and to thin and shape branches. The lawn is in fair condition and needs 
reseeding and filling of erosion channels. 


Major Site Issues: In general, Winthrop Square is well-maintained and not vandalized. Surface 
water does not appear to be moving toward the catchbasins, but rather flowing to 
the outside edge of the paths and eroding a channel along the edge of the lawn. 


There are many different tree species in the square. It seems that a number of 
them were planted to replace dead and removed trees. This diversity detracts 
from the cohesiveness of the planting, and some choices, such as cherry trees 
where larger shade trees are warranted, are not appropriate to the intended 
function. 
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Neighborhood: Chinatown 
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Neighborhood: Chinatown 


Map Key 


Parks 

1 Gateway Park 
2 Norton Park 

3 Statler Park 
Squares 

4 Lincoln Square 


Recreation Centers 


5 Chinatown-South Cove 
YMCA 


Community Schools 


6 Quincy Community 
School 


v-1 


Neighborhood: Chinatown 


Inventory 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Gateway Park Hudson & Beach Sts. 0.13 M-8 Parks L*;b-16;f;tr-3;mural 
2 Norton Park Tremont & S. Charles Sts. 0.99 B-8-U BRA L*;b-16;df;tb-4; tr-2;flg-2; 
passive green space 
3 Statler Park Columbus Ave., Stuart & 0.25 B-10 Parks L*;M;tr-3;passive green 
Church Sts. space 
Squares 
= Lincoln Square Columbus Ave., Eliot St, 0.06 B-10 Parks Passive green space;traffic 
& Broadway divider 
Recreation Centers 
5 Chinatown-South 48 Tyler Street N/A B-10 YMCA BBC:VB;(education;day 
Cove YMCA camp) 
Community Schools 
6 Quincy Community 885 Washington Street 0.19 B-8-U  Schools/ BBC;VB;TC;b;(Day Care; 
School & Broadway Comm. Sch. Education;Open Gym; 
BBC;Pool) 
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Neighborhood: Chinatown 


Site Name: Gateway Park 

Location: Hudson and Beach Streets 
Acreage: 0.13 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Gateway Park is a small rectangular site located in a commercial area at the edge 
of Chinatown just west of the Southeast Expressway. The park is adjacent to the 
intersection of Beach and Hudson Streets. Immediately to the north of the park is 
the large sculptural gateway into Chinatown. To the east is a building with a 
mural painted on the wall, and to the south are commercial buildings. The park is 
enclosed by a brightly colored metal fence. Shade tree plantings frame the park 
edges, where there are numerous benches. A small playground structure is 
located within the site. 


Condition Assessments: With the exception of one bench, all standard park built elements are in good 
condition. The play structure is also in good condition. The sand surface has 
accumulated litter. The trees are all in good condition, except for one tree which 
is dead and requires removal. The groundcover which once occupied the planting 
beds is almost entirely dead. 


Major Site Issues: The location of Gateway Park next to the symbolic gateway to Chinatown is 
good. Unfortunately, it is adjacent to the heavy traffic, noise and pollution of the 
Southeast Expressway and Beach Street, which overwhelms the park. The area is 
also subject to strong winds. Although there is no evidence of vandalism, trash is 
not collected regularly enough to keep this park appearing cared for and in good 
condition. 


Neighborhood: Chinatown 5 


Site Name: Norton Park 

Location: Charles and Tremont Streets 
Acreage: 0.99 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: Norton Park is a trapezoidal site located at the corner of Tremont and Charles 
Streets in a commercial and residential area. Tufts New England Medical Center 
is located across Tremont Street from the park. It abuts a high-rise residential 
building on the north and circular church building at the corner of Tremont and 
Charles Streets. The park consists of a large sunken sitting area enclosed with 
high raised planters. There are two smaller sitting areas, one of which has had its 
seating removed. Several staircases and sloping paths provide access to the main 
sitting area. This area has been designed to also serve as a performance space. 
Most of the planting beds are steeply bermed and planted with large tulip and 
cherry trees as well as shrubbery and grass. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in good condition except for a few lights, one 
trash receptacle and the missing benches. The plantings vary considerably in 
condition. The tulip trees are mostly dead or in poor condition. The remaining 
trees are in fair to good condition. The shrubbery and grass are in fair to poor 
condition and seem poorly cared for. 


Major Site Issues: Visibility into Norton Park is very limited by the design of its high bermed 
planters. These planters create several hidden corners in the park. Many of the 
benches have been removed. The steep berms are difficult to maintain and this 
steep sloping condition results in rapid water runoff which can leave plants very 
dry. The site also is subject to buffeting winds created by nearby tall buildings. 
Reflected heat in this densely built area combines with wind conditions and slopes 
to make this a difficult environment for plant growth. In replacing plants that 
have died, care should be given to choosing species that have a better chance of 
surviving existing conditions than a number of the species that have been used. 


The circulation system through the site is good and facilitates movement between _ 
adjacent streets. 
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Neighborhood: Chinatown 


Site Name: Statler Park 
Location: Columbus Avenue, Stuart and Church Streets 
Acreage: 0.25 A 

Site Type: Square 


ite Description: Statler Park is a triangular site on the corner of Columbus Avenue, Stuart and 
Church Streets. It is surrounded by tall buildings in a densely developed commer- 
cial area. The park is designed as a formal garden with a central circular configu- 
ration. A bronze statue serves as the focal point of the park. The site is richly 
planted. 


Condition Assessments: As a whole, the park is well maintained and in good condition. The concrete 
paving is, however, in poor condition in several areas along the Stuart Street and 
Columbus Avenue sidewalks. Some areas of the concrete curb have settled and 
need resetting. One light pole has settled and is out of vertical alignment. The 
grass, shrubs and trees are almost all in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Statler Park is well maintained by the Park Plaza Trust and appears lush and cared 
for. However, the noise and rush of heavy traffic on Columbus Avenue and 
Stuart Street dominate the park. Winds also buffet the site due to the height of 
surrounding buildings. Consequently, the park is not well suited for use as a 
passive sitting area. Its present development as a formal visual space is the best 
use for the site, although it requires extraordinary maintenance effort. The park 
would be visually more prominent if parking was prohibited along its edges. In 
the near future, the site’s pavement will need reconstruction. 
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Neighborhood: Downtown 


Map Key 


Parks 

1 Broad Street Park 

2 Cushing Park 

3 Pagoda Park 

4 Union Park 

Squares 

s Angell Memorial (Post 
Office) Square 

6 Old City Hall Grounds 

7 City Hall Plaza 

8 Dock & Faneuil Square 

9 Pemberton Square 

Plazas 

10 Boston Five Cent Savings 
Plaza 

11 Downtown Crossing Plaza 

12 Curley Memorial Plaza 

13 Grain Exchange Plaza 

14 Jenney Plaza 

15 Saltonstall Plaza 

Cemeteries 

16 King’s Chapel 

* Note: Pagoda Park is located in 


Downtown but is consid- 
ered part of the Chinatown 
neighborhood 


Neighborhood: Downtown 


Inventory 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Broad Street Park Broad Street 0.03 B-10 COB Currently under reconstruction 
2 Cushing Park Cambridge & New 0.33 B-8 BRA b-18;tr-9;M-1 
Chardon Streets 
3 Pagoda Park Kneeland St. & corner of 1.47 M-8 Parks BBC-2;TC;L*;bl;tr-2;f; 
Fitzgerald Expwy passive green space 
4 Union Park (Scibilia Btwn Union & New 0.24 B-8 COB b-10;M;passive green space 
Memorial) Congress Sts. 
Squares 
5 Angell Memorial (Post Congress, Pearl, & Milk 0.15 B-10 Parks M;wf;b-10;passive green 
Office)Square Sts. space 
6 Old City Hall Grounds School Street & Court Sq. 0.18 B-8 Parks M-2;tr-2;br;f;seasonal 
eating space 
7 City Hall Plaza Cambridge, Court, & 11 B-8 COB L*;M;b-54;br-3;tr-27; 
New Congress Sts. flg;wf;paved plaza 
8 Dock & Faneuil Square Congress & Faneuil Hall 0.92 B-8 Parks b-16;paved plaza 
9 Pemberton Square Btwn Suffolk County 125 B-8 State b-12;flg;planters;paved 
Courthouse & 1 Center plaza;tr-3 
Plaza 
Plazas 
10 ‘Boston Five Cent Washington & School Sts. 0.18 B-10 Private b;paved plaza;planters 
Savings Plaza 
11 Curley Memorial Plaza Hanover & Union Streets 0.24 B-8 BRA M;b-14;passive green space 
12 Downtown Crossing Washington & Summer 0.29 B-10 COB b-12;paved plaza;outdoor 
Plaza Streets cafe;L* 
13 Grain Exchange Plaza Milk, India, & Central Sts. 0.03 B-10 Private Paved plaza;b;planters;M 
i4 Jenney Plaza Milk & India Sts. 0.05 B-10 Private Paved plaza;planters;wf;M 


yr 


Neighborhood: Downtown 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
es 
15 Saltonstall Plaza 100 Cambridge St. 0.22 B-8 State Planters;b;paved plaza 
Cemeteries 
16 King’s Chapel Tremont, School, & 0.67 B-8 Parks Historic Cemetery 

Cambridge Sts. 
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Neighborhood: Downtown 


Site Name: Cushing Park 


Location: Cambridge and New Chardon Streets 


Acreage: 0.33 A 
Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


vs 


Cushing Park is a somewhat triangular site located on the corner of Cambridge 
and New Chardon Streets in the Government Center section of downtown Boston 
The park is a sunken space enclosed with raised concrete planters. There are 

shade and flowering trees as well as shrubs and groundcovers within the planters, 
and a grove of Birch trees near the main sitting area. Seating is built into the 

planters. There is a commercial building to the north and a subway entrance and | 
building to the east. At the end of a ramp leading into the park from the east is a 
bust of Cardinal Cushing. 


Some areas of the park’s bituminous pavers have settled, as have the footings and 
pavement under three of the park’s trash receptacles. Otherwise, all standard 
park-built elements are in good to excellent condition. Most of the trees are in 
good condition. The junipers in the shrub beds are not well suited to the level of 
shade they receive, and consequently many of them are in poor condition. 


With open outdoor gathering space at a premium in Government Center, Cushing 
Park provides a needed and lush place to relax. However, the grade differential 
between park and street creates problems for the space. It is uninviting to enter 
and use, susceptible to litter build-up, and difficult to maintain. The City of 
Boston Trust Office is funding a re-design of the park that addresses these and 
other issues, such as circulation and the park’s connection to the subway. Mainte 
nance at present is inadequate, and needs to be improved. 


Neighborhood: Downtown 


Site Name: Pagoda Park 


Location: Kneeland Street and corner of Southeast Expressway 


Acreage: 1.47 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


a ES ee ee) 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


‘Major Site Issues: 


a 


Pagoda Park is an irregularly shaped area of land located south of Kneeland Street 
and east of the Southeast Expressway interchange with the turnpike and South 
Station off ramps. To the east of the park is a very large and tall electrical 
generating plant, parking for Wang Laboratories, and the rail yards for South 
Station beyond. The park site is completely enclosed by eight- to 12-foot chain- 
link fencing. Entrance into the park is through two gates on Kneeland Street. A 
planting of pin oaks frames the park to the west. Basketball and tennis courts are 
located at the northern end of the park. Four metal bleachers provide park 
seating. The far southern extent of the park is an open grassy area with several 
maple trees, some of which have tree forts built in them. Commercial and 
highway uses surround the site. 


All standard park-built elements and sports facilities are in good condition. All 
trees are also in good condition. The grass is in very poor condition. 


The location of Pagoda Park adjacent to the Southeast Expressway interchange 
greatly compromises the usefulness of this site as a park. Traffic noise and 
pollution dominate the environment. The adjacent electrical plant and parking 
lots also contribute to the inhospitable character of this site. The site is subject to 
buffeting winds, and there are no nearby residences. The tree plantings are a great . 
asset to the space, but taken as a whole this is not an optimum location for a park. 
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Neighborhood: Downtown 


Site Name: "Old" City Hall Grounds 
Location: School Street and City Hall Avenue 
Acreage: 0.18 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: City Hall Grounds is a somewhat square site located in front of the old Boston 
City Hall. To the south is School Street, to the east is City Hall Avenue, which is 
a pedestrian alleyway, and to the north is a restaurant. The park consists of three 
distinct areas. The northern third of the site serves as an outdoor seating area for 
the adjacent restaurant. The central third of the site is a bluestone-paved entry 
court. The southern third is a large area of groundcover and trees encompassing a 
statue of Benjamin Franklin. The eastern edge of the park is defined by the large 
Victorian-style City Hall building now used for commercial purposes. Along 
School Street are a large granite and iron gate and iron fencing. Opposite the park 
on the west side of School Street are commercial buildings. Along the south edge 
of the park is a granite wall. Surrounding land uses are commercial. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements and paving are in good condition. The only 
element which is in need of repair is the stone wall along City Hall Avenue. 


Major Site Issues: City Hall Grounds is a beautifully designed and maintained site that serves as a 
pleasing visual space, a forecourt to this historic building and an outdoor cafe. 
Because commercial enterprises now surround the site, and because there are no 
entry signs or park benches on the site, public use is not clearly invited. However, 
its location and design encourage use, and the high curb surrounding the planting 
beds provides places to sit. Addition of benches would better serve casual use by 
passersby. 
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Neighborhood: Downtown 


Site Name: City Hall Plaza 


Location: Cambridge and New Congress Streets 


Acreage: 11.0A 
Site Type: Plaza 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


eee 


City Hall Plaza is an extremely large series of brick paved plazas and terraces 
connected by broad sets of granite stairs moving around City Hall. The plaza is 
located between Cambridge Street on the west and New Congress Street on the 
east. Two large sitting areas are provided: a sunken fountain area in the north- 
west and a long sitting mall in the northeast with three lines of Norway maple 
plantings just south of the John F. Kennedy building. The plaza is surrounded by 
high office towers on the south, north and west. City Hall sits in the southeastern 
portion of the site. Beyond City Hall to the east is Quincy Market and Faneuil 
Hall. 


Most standard park-built elements are well maintained and in good condition. 
Areas of pavement require repair. Numerous catchbasins have not been cleaned. 
The covers of many other catchbasins have deteriorated and need replacement. 
Several sets of stairs need resetting because of settlement. The most prominent 
site feature is the fountain which is not working and appears to need major repair. 


The condition of the trees varies from good (the Norway maples) to poor (the 
lindens and hawthorns). 


City Hall Plaza is designed to serve as a simple open ground for the adjacent 
public buildings, particularly the massive City Hall, and to offer flexibility for a 
variety of large public gatherings. It also serves as a passageway between 
commercial and municipal areas. However, its large scale as well as the amount 
of hard surface relative to vegetation gives it a barren and deserted quality. It 
does not clearly welcome the visitor into the space itself rather than into the 
buildings it serves. Use of the plaza is made difficult by its microclimatic 
problems. It is exposed, and is buffeted by winds for much of the year. This 
wind condition, together with reflected heat from pavement and buildings, makes 
the site a stressful environment for plants. 


The two sitting areas are the most inviting spaces of the plaza because of the 


enclosure of stairs and trees and the focus provided by the fountain. If the 
fountain were reactivated it would help to enliven the space. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Map of Neighborhood's Open Space 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


Map Key 


1 American Legion Plgnd. 

2 Brophy Park 

3 Decatur & Meridian 

4 E. Boston Mem. Stadium 

5 London & Decatur St. 
Play Area 

6 LoPresti Park 

7 McLean Playground 

8 Noyes Playground 

9 Paris Street Playground 

10 Porzio Park 

11 Saratoga St. Play Area 

12 Sumner & Lamson St. 
Plgnd. 


Parks / Beaches (other jurisdic- 


tions) 


13 Orient Hghts. Beach 
(Constitution Beach) 


Squares/Malls 
14 Central Square 
15 Prescott Square 
16 Putnam Square 
17 Scarmella (Maverick) 
Square 
School Playgrounds 
18 Adams 
19 Alighieri 
20 Barnes 


21 East Boston High School 
22 Kennedy 


23 McKay 
24 O’Donnell 
25 Otis 


Community Schools Cemeteries 


26 Umana (Harborside) 44 
Community School 


Bennington Street 
Cemetery 


Recreation Centers 


27 Orient Heights 
28 Paris Street Gym 
29 Paris Street Pool 


Recreation Centers (other 
jurisdictions) 


30 Porrazzo Rink 


Urban Wilds 

31 Bayswater Street 

32 Belle Isle Marsh Reserva- 
tion 


33 Chelsea Creek Meadows 
34 Condor Street Beach 

35 Condor Street Overlook 
36 Don Orione 

37 Golden Stairs 


38 Govenor’s Island Cove 
39 MBTA Extension 
40 Tower Street 


41 U.S. Naval Reservation 
42 Wood Island Bay Marsh 


Urban Gardens 


43 Marginal Street Gardens 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Inventory 


10 


11 


12 


Name 


American Legion 
Pignd. 


Brophy Park 
Decatur & Meridian 
Park 


E. Boston Mem. 
Stadium 


London & Decatur 
Street Play Area 
LoPresti Park 


McLean Playground 


Noyes Playground 


Paris Street Playground 


Porzio Park 


Saratoga St. Play Area 


Sumner & Lamson 
St. Plgnd. 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


Condor & Glendon Streets 3.38 


Webster, Sumner, & 
Lamson Streets 


Decatur & Meridian 
Streets 


Porter Street 

London & Decatur 
Streets 

Sumner & New Streets 
Btwn Saratoga & 
Bennington Sts. nr. 


Moore Street 


Saratoga & Boardman 
Streets 


Paris Street 


Jefferies, Sumner, & 
Marginal Streets 


0.69 


0.3 


17.67 


0.13 


10.67 


0.43 


8.31 


1.27 


2.38 


Saratoga & Byron Streets 0.23 


Sumner & Lamson Streets 0.48 


Parks/Beaches (other jurisdictions) 


13 


Orient Hghts. Beach 
(Constitution Beach) 


vir 


Bennington & Trident 
Streets 


46.5 


H-2 


B-1 


H-1 


L-1 


W-2 


H-1 


H-1 


L-5 


H-1 


R-5 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


MDC 


(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


BBF;PA;BBC;TC;L*;b-4; 
clb;bl;df-2;tr 


b-17;df;flg;M-2;tr 

b-7;tr 
BBF;L*;SBF;LLF;FBF;T; 
b-22;df-2;bl;tr-2;wp;sw;fh 
BBC;b-8;tb;tr 
BBC-2;TC-2;L*;M;PA; 
df-2;tb-8;b-34;tr-2;thtr;sw 


BBC;L*;b-4;tr-2 


BBF;SBF;LLF;TC-2;PA; 
L*;df-2;bl;b-10;tb;tr-6;sl 


BBC;BC;L*;tr;tb-3;PA; 
timb;b-23;df;(P) 


TC-2;BBC;SHC;HB-2;L*; 
tb-15;tr-8;b-22;PA;df-3; 
sl;sw 


Undeveloped green space 


BBC;SHC;df;tb-2;b-4; tr-2; 
shltr;wp;sl;sw;timb 


SBF;BBC;L*;tb;tr; 
beach;bath house 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


ES See Ee ee ee 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


ee 


OS Name 

Map # 

Squares/Malls 

14 Central Square 

15 Prescott Square 

16 Putnam Square 

17 Scarmella (Maverick) 
Square 

School Playgrounds 

18 Adams 

19 Alighieri 

20 Barnes 

21 East Boston 
High School 

22 Kennedy 

23 McKay 

24 O’ Donnell 

25 Otis 


Community Schools 


26 Umana (Harborside) 
Community School 


Meridian & Border Streets 0.92 


Trenton, Eagle, & Prescott 0.28 
Streets 


Putnam, White & Trenton 0.27 
Streets 


Chelsea Street btwn 4.39 
Sumner & Maverick Streets 


Webster Ave. & 0.64 
Brigham Street 

Gove & Chelsea Sts. 0.37 
Saratoga & Marion Sts. 0.29 
White & Brooks Sts. x Be 
Bennington & Prescott 0.32 
Streets 

Cottage & Gove Sts. 2.6 
Trenton Street 0.41 
Paris & Marion Sts. 0.39 
312 Border Street 4.15 


B-2 


R-8 


R-8 


B-2 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


R-8 


L-1 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


Parks 


Schools 


Schools 
Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 
Schools 


Schools 


Schools/ 
Comm. Sch. 


b-22;df;f;L*;M;tr-2;flg-2 


b-3;L*-tr 
rL* 


b-8;L*;flg 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 
(6-8);partially paved Lot 


(9-12);partially paved lot 
(Gym;BBC) 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 
(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(Counseling; Day Care; 
Education;Senior Center; 
Open Gym;BBC;Pool) 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


Map # (X Streets) 


Recreation Centers 


aa Orient Heights 86 Boardman Street N/A 
28 Paris Street Gym Paris Street N/A 
29 Paris Street Pool 112 Paris Street N/A 


Recreation Centers (other jurisdictions) 


30 Porrazzo Rink Constitution Beach N/A 

Urban Wilds 

31 Bayswater Street Bayswater & Saratoga Sts. 10 

32 Belle Isle Marsh Belle Isle Marsh & Zea 
Reservation Saratoga St. 

33 Chelsea Creek Chelsea Street 30.5 
Meadows 

34 Condor Street Condor & Glendon Sts. 8.9 
Beach 

35 Condor Street Border & Condor Sts. 10.4 
Overlook 

36 Don Orione Gladstone St. & Orient 9.56 

Ave. 

37 Golden Stairs Ida, Brigham & Ruth Sts. 0.16 

38 Govenor’s Island Govenor’s Island; Logan 203 
Cove Airport 


vis 


R-8 Parks/ 
Comm. Sch. 

| P| Parks/ 
Comm. Sch. 

L-l Parks/ 
Comm. Sch. 

R-5 MDC 

R-5 Mass Port 

I-2/L-2 MDC 

W-2/I-2 * 

M-1/_—_B.C.C. 

W-2 

W-2 BC.C. 

R-5/ _— Private 

S-5 

M-2/ COB 

H-1 

un- Mass Port 

zoned 


(Counseling;Senior Center; 
Education;Open Gym;Pool) 


(Open Gym;BBC;HBC) 


(Pool) 


(Ice skating;ice hockey) 


Marsh; beach;slope;path 


Tower;trails;tb; marsh; 
meadow 


Grassy shoreline;meadow; 
wildflowers; auto storage 
area;gas stations 


Shoreline; beach;vacant lot 
Gravel covered vacant 
lot;tidal flats; sea wall 


Drunilin hillside;lowland; 
grass;trees;shrubs 


Shrub growth;steeply sloping 
embankment;wood/concrete 
stairway 


Sheltered tidal cove; marsh; 
wildlife area 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
_ Map # (X Streets) 
39 MBTA Extension Bennington St. 0.73 R-5 MBTA Vegetated level strip of 
land; paved area; f; path 
40 Tower Street Tower St. & Orient Ave. 0.5 S-5/ Private Hillside;trees; shrubs; 
R-5 non-paved easement 
641 U.S. Naval McClellan Hwy, & 15.83 R-8/M- Private Grassy field; 
| Reservation Boardman St. 11-2 hummock terrain 
42 Wood Island Bay Neptune Rd. & MBTA 152 M-1/ MassPort  Shoreline;mudflats; sea 
. Marsh Easement W-2 wall;marsh;wildlife area 
Urban Gardens 
43 Marginal Street 124 Marginal Street 0.26 H-1 BNAF Vegetables;flowers;arbors-2;f 
Gardens (Marginal & Cottage) 
Cemeteries 
44 Bennington Street Bennington Street 3.62 R-8 Parks Historic Cemetery 
Cemetery 


vis 


Neighborhood: East Boston ¢ 


Site Name: American Legion Playground 
Location: Condor and Glendon Streets 
Acreage: 3.38 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Ne nn 


Site Description: American Legion Playground is a square park defined by Condor, Glendon and 
East Eagle Streets. The park has been cut deeply into a former slope from Eagle 
Street. The grade is retained by two concrete walls, concrete bleachers, and 
granite paving rip-rap. The park is developed with a large baseball field, basket- 
ball and tennis courts and a playground along the edges. A recreational building 
(now boarded up) is located at the northeast corner. A small Public Works 
Department trailer is situated in a fenced-off corner of the park. Surrounding land 
uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for some sections 
of fencing, apparently damaged by cars, and two sections of concrete wall which 
are failing. One bleacher and two benches are in poor condition. The basketball 
and tennis courts are in fair condition. The baseball infield and backstop are in 
good condition. However, the outfield is in fair condition and damaged by cars 
and dirt bikes which have been driven across the field. The playground is in very 
good condition. The two site trees are in fair to poor condition and appear to be 
vandalized. The grass has been damaged by vehicles. The building has been 
vandalized and is also in need of roof repair. 


Major Site Issues: At present, American Legion Playground is deteriorated and barren-looking. 
With the exception of the playground and some other site improvements, many 
structures need repair, particularly the retaining wall, which needs immediate 
attention.. The park’s barrenness could be greatly alleviated with the addition of 
plantings, particularly on the rip-rapped slope and along other peripheral grassy 
areas. 


Uncontrolled vehicular access has resulted in damage to the grass as well as 
burning and abandoning of vehicles in the park. 


The location of the utility trailer surrounded by chain-link fence topped with wire 
is an eyesore and an inappropriate park use. Its relocation should be a primary 
concern for park restoration. The brick recreation building is architecturally very 
pleasing. If it were renovated and re-opened, it could play a focal role in the 
park’s landscape and use. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Brophy Park 


Location: Webster, Sumner and Lamson Streets 


Acreage: 0.69 A 
Site Type: Square 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


ee 


Brophy Park is a small, sloping rectangular park bordered by Sumner, Seaver, 
Lamson and Webster Streets. Diagonal concrete paths cross the green and there 
are numerous benches alongside them. The outside of the green is enclosed by an 
ornamental iron fence. Two boulders with bronze commemorative plaques are 
located at the north and south ends. The park has recently been planted with 
linden and flowering trees. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


The standard park-built elements, benches, and paving are in good overall 
condition. The iron fence is in fair condition, needing replacement of iron 
ornamentation. The commemorative boulders are both vandalized. One has been 
painted and the plaque on the other has been removed. The trees are mostly in 
fair condition although many are leaning, apparently from storms. Some small 
areas of lawn are brown and need restoration. 


Brophy Park, in its design and location within a block of houses, can best be 
described as a town common or green. The diagonal circulation and seating is 
well laid out to serve this purpose. The major weakness of the space is the 
haphazard placement and choice of trees. This element of the park’s design 
should be studied in order to determine a redesign that allows the trees to act more 
strongly as a unifying component of the space. Renovation of the grass, particu- 
larly along the inside edge of the fence, will also improve the park’s appearance. 
Consideration might be given to relocation of the commemorative boulders to a 
more central and focal place in the park. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Decatur and Meridian Park 
Location: Decatur and Meridian Streets 


Acreage: 0.3 A 
Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


vis 


Decatur and Meridian Park is an irregularly shaped park at the abutment of the 
tunnel entrance at Decatur, London and Meridian Streets. The park is very simply 
designed, consisting of a lawn with scattered trees and benches. The Callahan 
Tunnel abutment moves diagonally across the southern half of the site. Residen- 
tial, commercial, and transportation uses of land surround the park. 


The benches and paving are in good condition. All the trees are in good condi- 
tion, although in need of pruning. The lawn is wor in areas and has depressions. 


The walls of the tunnel entrance visually dominate the southern comer of Decatur 
and Meridian Park, and the location of protective chain-link fencing in front of the 
abutment walls creates dead space that is very difficult to maintain. Relocation of 
the fence on top of the abutment would facilitate maintenance and expand the size 
of the site. This prominent southern corner of the site needs a stronger planting of 
evergreens to diminish the presence of wall and fencing as well as to provide a 
more attractive sitting area. 


The presence of a desire line, or undesignated path, through the park suggests the 
need for an additional walk or fencing to preclude short-cut circulation across the 
site. The grass needs to be reseeded, and some areas need to be filled where 
settlement has occurred. There are no trash receptacles available. 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: East Boston Memorial Stadium 


Location: Porter Street 
Acreage: 17.67 A 
Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


eee 


East Boston Memorial Stadium is a large, elongated area of playing fields entirely 
surrounded by Logan Airport access highways. It is remote from nearby residen- 
tial areas. The access road and parking are disorganized and entry into the park is 
not easily visible. The northern portion of the park has softball and baseball 
fields. In the center there is a massive, concrete stadium, which is the focal point 
of the park. It faces a football field and a paved track. To the south are a Little 
League field and tennis courts. A wading spray pool is located to the west of the 
stadium. The park has extensive plantings of mature shade trees which provide a 
pleasant screen to the congested and noisy airport beyond. 


The standard park-built elements are in generally good condition, except for the 
drinking fountains and a few benches. Half of the bleachers are in fair to good 
condition and half are in poor condition. The baseball and Little League fields are 
being renovated. The grassy areas in general seem to have poor water percola- 
tion. Some lawn areas are in fair to good condition, however large areas of the 
baseball/softball outfields are in poor condition because of inadequate drainage. 
The football field is in very poor condition because of poor water percolation. 
The tennis courts need resurfacing and new fencing. The spray pool is in fair 
condition. The trees are mostly in good condition except for recently installed 
tree plantings, which are leaning. All of the trees need maintenance. The park is 
scheduled for renovation by the city. 


The location of East Boston Memorial Stadium is remote and largely hidden. 
Consideration should be given to the development of a stronger park-like pres- 
ence, which can be created by planting up to Porter Street. Within the park, 
vehicular circulation and parking need to be organized. Large paved areas of 
bituminous concrete confront the visitor. The edge of the parking area is lined 
with a haphazard array of blocks, curbs, bollards, etc. Another means of vehicu- 
lar control would be a better alternative, visually and functionally. Cars have 
apparently been driven between the stones, which has damaged turf. 


The remote location of this park and its proximity to the airport call into question 
its usability, safe access, and potential to serve a residential neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston € 


Site Name: London and Decatur Street Play Area 
Location: London and Decatur Streets 

Acreage: 0.5A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: London and Decatur Street Play Area is an irregularly shaped park that appears 
significantly larger than the city plan indicates. To the west of London Street 
some of the recently seeded areas appear to have been vacant lots. The site is 
open and minimally developed, with scattered benches and game tables. There is 
a basketball court at the edge of the site on Liverpool Street. 


Across London Street there is a small park behind the Callahan Tunnel ventilation 
tower. This is very similar in design to Decatur and Meridian Park, which 
surrounds the tunnel abutment. It consists of a simple, half-circle bituminous 
concrete path with scattered benches and trees. There are residential and com- 
mercial land uses in the neighborhood. 


Condition Assessments: The condition of four benches and the game tables is good, although the game 
tables have been heavily painted with graffiti. Four other benches are destroyed, 
apparently by vehicles being driven across the park. 


The basketball court is in very poor condition. The surface is heaving badly, one 
backboard is missing and the other is badly bent. The trees are all in fairly good 
condition except for one which had its top blown off by a storm and another 
which appears to have been run over. The lawn in many areas is very poor. 
Depressions need filling and bare areas need to be aerated and seeded. 


Major Site Issues: London and Decatur Street Play Area needs organization. There is no developed 
circulation system or seating areas. Undesignated paths cross the park. The 
basketball court needs complete renovation. The park area across the street 
should be considered together with this park and with Decatur and Meridian Park 
as one unit when doing recreation planning for the neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: LoPresti Park 
Location: Sumner and New Streets 


Acreage: 4.0A 
Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


$$” 


LoPresti Park is an irregularly shaped park on the East Boston waterfront. The 
park is well organized with basketball and tennis courts on the eastern edge and a 
playground on the western edge. A large open green surrounded by plantings is 
located in the center of the park. A pedestrian promenade is located along the 
seawall at the harbor edge. Two performance spaces with sitting areas are 
provided. There is a wooden pier and a boardwalk for fishing and docking. 


The condition of the standard park-built elements varies considerably. Many 
elements appear badly damaged by vandalism. The seawall is collapsing in 
several places and causing sections of paving, granite walls, fencing and other 
improvements to be undermined and collapse. Sections of dock decking have 
been burned by vandals. 


The sports facilities are in good condition. The playground is in poor condition, 
primarily due to vandalism but also caused by lack of maintenance. The safety 
surface is torn up, bumed and almost entirely non-functional. The Swings are in 
good condition. The remaining play structures are in fair to poor condition. 


Some of the trees are in good condition, but most are in fair to poor condition. 
Trees have had their bark stripped and burned, and numerous guy wires have not 
been removed. Crab apples are in particular need of pruning. Native shore 
vegetation has established itself in some areas. Large areas of turf are in poor 
condition and need renovation. 


LoPresti Park offers a spectacular, broad view of the harbor and the Boston 
skyline. Clearly, the most urgent site issue for the park is the failure of the 
seawall in several places, causing park improvements along the harbor to collapse 
and creating unusable walkway areas.’ This condition is currently being addressed 
by the city. 


Vandalism appears to be a particular problem for this park, si gnificantly contrib- 
uting to its deterioration. Lack of maintenance, particularly of vegetation, has 
accelerated this decline. 


Vehicular access control is inadequate. The chain of the bollard and chain control 


structure is missing, and granite blocks have been placed across the entrance. 
Nevertheless, small cars can still enter the park. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: McLean Playground 
Location: Saratoga and Bennington Streets 
Acreage: 0.43 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: McLean Playground is a small square playground located between a school on the 
east and residences on the west. Saratoga Street abuts the park on the north and 
Bennington Street on the south. The park is surrounded by brick and concrete 
walls. Adjacent to the streets, these walls are low to allow views into the park. 
Along the abutting property lines, the walls are considerably higher. The massive 
presence of the wall is softened with brick piers, concrete arches, and seating. 
A basketball court is located on the western edge, and there is a sitting area with a 
small grove of trees on the eastern edge adjacent to Saratoga Street. The interior 
of the park is entirely paved with bituminous concrete, which is presently being 
resurfaced. 


Condition Assessment: The benches are in good condition and the wall is in deteriorated condition, with 
some sections needing major repair and other sections requiring repointing. City 
renovation plans include repair to the site brick wall. The basketball paving is in 
fair condition. Two backboards are in good condition and two are unusable. The 
trees are in remarkably good condition considering the harsh, paved environment, 
but require maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: Given the small size of McLean Playground, extensive grassy areas would be 
unlikely to withstand the park’s heavy use. However, paving of the entire site has 
resulted in a very bleak landscape, despite the remarkable survival and size of the 
existing trees. Additional areas for shrubs and vines could greatly relieve the 
barren quality of the park. 


The design of the park walls is outstanding and adds immeasurably to the park’s 
appeal. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Noyes Playground 

Location: Saratoga and Boardman Streets 
Acreage: 8.31 A 

Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: Noyes Playground is an irregularly shaped area of sports fields between Board- 
man and Saratoga Streets. It abuts high-density residential development on the 
west, commercial and residential use on the east. A recreational building and 
tennis courts are located at the northern edge of the park. Softball, baseball and 
Little League fields are laid out in the center of the park. A playground and 
parking lot are located at the northeastern edge of the park. Between these areas 
and the Little League field is a sunken area possibly used as a spray pool or for 
skating or hockey. There is a paved circulation system in the southern half of the 
park. The site has very few trees. 


Condition Assessments: The condition of the standard park-built elements varies considerably. Half the 

benches are in fair to good condition, while the other half are unusable. The 
bleachers, bollards, and water fountains are in fair to good condition. The sports 
lighting is in good condition, however most of the pedestrian lighting is vandal- 
ized and non-functional. The backstop and infields are in good condition. The 
Little League outfield is mostly in good condition, with some poorly drained 
areas. The baseball/softball outfield is very deteriorated and compacted, with 
areas of poor drainage and very sparse grass coverage. The tennis courts and 
playground are unusable. The park has been scheduled for renovation by the city. 


Major Site Issues: Noyes Playground is very deteriorated and bleak. Areas which might be planted 
in groves of trees to create some landscape interest are barren at present. Renova- 
tion plans do include tree planting. The park’s present design reflects a utilitarian 
concern for sports play without providing a refreshing and attractive environment 
within which to play. 


There is wasted space by the building and softball field which could be developed 
for other uses such as basketball or a sitting area. 


Access to the fields is not restricted adequately. Vehicles are driven on them and 
are damaging turf. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston ‘ 


Site Name: Paris Street Playground 
Location: Paris Street 

Acreage: 1.27A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Paris Street Playground is a somewhat rectangular, sunken park abutting Paris 

| Street to the north, residences to the east and south, and the parking lot of a 
condominium to the west. Three- to four-foot concrete or granite walls surround 
the park on the north and west and a granite rip-rap slope forms the edge on the 
east. A large pool building is located in the eastern third of the site. The park is 
entirely enclosed by high chain-link fencing. 


A sitting area is located all along the Paris Street edge. In the center of the park is 
a large area where play structures were once located. Only one structure remains. 
At the rear of the site are basketball and bocci courts. To the east of the pool 
building is a fence-enclosed area of unclear use. 


Condition Assessment: Half the benches, the walls, and most of the fencing are in good condition. Most 
of the lights and game tables are in poor condition. The basketball court is in fair 
condition and the bocci court is in poor condition. The playground is almost 
entirely destroyed, except for one metal climber. The trees are mostly in fair to 
good condition, though many require a major pruning effort because guy wires 
were never removed. 


Major Site Issues: Paris Street Playground is in poor condition and is only minimally able to serve 
neighborhood needs. It has been vandalized and poorly maintained, and is in 
need of major improvements. Two park edges are defined by high chain-link 
fences on top of walls with cars parked behind them. Improving the Paris Street 
edge of the park and softening other park edges are necessary changes in order to 
establish a refreshing green space in the midst of dense urban development. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Porzio Park 

Location: Jeffries, Sumner and Marginal Streets 
Acreage: 2.38 A 

site Type: Playlot 
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nite Description: Porzio Park is a very irregularly shaped area at the end of Sumner, Everett and 
Marginal Streets, next to Boston Harbor. The park is densely developed with 
sports courts and playground structures. With the exception of tree pits, the park 
south of Sumner Street is entirely paved to provide tennis, basketball and street 
hockey courts. To the north of Sumner Street another tennis court and a large 
sitting and picnicking area are provided. At the end of Everett Street is a very 
large playground. Surrounding land uses are residential, industrial and marine. 


‘ondition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in good condition except for several drinking 
fountains and half the pedestrian lighting. The sports facilities are all in good 
condition except for one unusable backboard and one tennis net pole, which are in 
fair condition. The playground structures are mostly in fair condition. However, 
some structures are in poor or unusable condition. The sand surface is in very 
poor condition. The trees are mostly in good condition. Some of the plane trees 
have not grown well and have profuse sucker growth. Many Lombardy poplars 
are dead, and red cedars have been bent by recent snow storms. 


Porzio Park is in great need of improved maintenance, especially the playground 
area and the trees. Tree grates need to be cut to allow for tree growth. The area 
between the tennis and basketball courts to the south is very barren. Some areas 
of paving might be removed and installed with plants to enrich the park land- 
scape. Parking is allowed on the sidewalk by the tennis court, and this negatively 
affects the character of the park. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Saratoga Street Play Area 
Location: Saratoga and Byron Streets 
Acreage: 0.23 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 
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Site Descriptions: Saratoga Street Play Area is a small square site at the corner of Saratoga and 
Byron Streets. Residences abut the park on the other two sides. The site is 
undeveloped at present and surrounded by chain-link fencing to prevent access. 
Adjacent to the concrete sidewalk is a section of granite edging which appears to 
have at one time provided the foundation for an ornamental iron fence. There are 
two small sections of concrete curb, which also probably provided support for 
fencing. There is a small remnant of privet hedge along Saratoga Street. 


Condition Assessments: The fence is in good condition. The granite edge and concrete curb are in fair 
condition. The lawn is irregular and there is poor grass coverage with many 
weeds. 

Major Site Issues: The first step in the development of Saratoga Street Play Area will be a determi- 


nation of neighborhood needs. However, its small size and proximity to abutting 
residences severely constrain its usefulness for active sports play. It would best 
serve the neighborhood as a landscaped sitting area, with the possible addition of 
a small playground area. 
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Condition Assessment: 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Sumner and Lamson Street Playground 
Location: Sumner and Lamson Streets 


Acreage: 0.48 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Major Site Issues: 


Sumner and Lamson Street Playground is a small rectangular play area located 
below Sumner Street in a steeply sloping section of East Boston. A seven-foot 
stone retaining wall encloses the park on the west. Brick walls enclose the park 
on the north and east. Six-foot chain-link fences surround the park on all sides. 
The park is accessed by a set of stairs down from Sumner Street and a mainte- 
nance access off Lamson Street. The park is almost entirely paved, except for a 
small sand area and four raised planters for trees. At the southeast end of the park 
are street hockey and basketball courts. At the northwest end is a playground 
with tree planters and benches. A shelter with picnic tables is at the center of the 
site. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Most standard park-built elements are in good condition, with the exception of the 
picnic tables which are in poor and unusable condition. The shelter is in fair 
condition, however it needs new shingling. Most play equipment is in good 
condition with the exception of a seesaw and spray pool, which are unusable. 
Three of the planters have trees which are in fair condition. A fourth planter has 
no tree. 


Sumner and Lamson Street Playground is very bleak and barren. Drinking and 
broken glass appear to be major problems for this park. 


Its sunken location contributes to the uninviting character of the space, which has 
a great deal of paving and little vegetation. The chain-link fence is also unneces- 
sarily high, and lowering it would alleviate the feeling of being restricted and 
sunken. With removal of some paving, the park edges could support additional 
planting, which would greatly enliven the space. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston ‘ 


Site Name: Central Square 

Location: Meridian and Border Streets 
Acreage: 0.92 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Central Square is an oval parcel at the center of a major commercial district in 
East Boston. The site is surrounded by rotary traffic, numerous traffic islands and 
parking. Parking is permitted around the edge of the site as well as in several 
areas opposite the park. There is an attractive bull-nose curb around the square. 
There is a steel picket fence around an inner park area, outside of which are two 
wide concentric concrete paths separated by a grass strip with trees. A walkway 
cuts through the center of the park and encircles a boulder monument enclosed by 
the steel picket fence. There are two flagpoles on site. 


Condition Assessments: All the benches, the monument and most of the fences are in good condition. The 
concrete paving is mostly in fair condition. It is cracked and spalling in many 
places. Several paving areas are in very poor condition due to settlement, and are 
poorly patched with bituminous concrete. A third of the trees are quite old and 
need major tree surgery. The remaining trees are in good condition. The grass 
coverage is poor in many areas, especially adjacent to the fences. 


Major Site Issues: The pathway layout of the square is poor, and numerous desire lines or undesig- 
nated pathways lace through the grass strip between the two concrete sidewalks. 
These two sidewalks are redundant and add to the domination of the area by 
paving. Many of the original tree and shrub plantings are in decline. 


Central Square needs redesign, with particular emphasis on circulation and 
parking. This large, open green area could better serve as an attractive pedestrian 
use area amid a shopping district, if rotary traffic were simplified with investiga- 
tion of a one-way traffic pattern and if overall parking space was reduced. 
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- Neighborhood: East Boston 


_ Site Name: Prescott Square 

- Location: Trenton, Eagle and Prescott Streets 
Acreage: 0.28 A 

Site Type: Square 


aa 


Site Description: Prescott Square is a triangular island at the intersection of Trenton, Eagle and 
Prescott streets. It is surrounded by a sidewalk and an old iron picket fence. A 
perimeter planting of shade trees lines the inside edge of the park. Three benches 
are located at the upper inside edge of the park. Surrounding land uses are 
residential. 


Condition Assessment: The curbing, lights, sidewalk and benches are in good condition. The fence is in 
fair to poor condition with two missing sections and many broken and deterio- 
rated pickets. The lawn is in fair to poor condition. The surface is irregular and 
needs filling and regrading. Large areas of lawn adjacent to the fence and 
benches are bare and seasonally full of weeds. The trees are in fair to good 
condition, but require maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: Prescott Square is in deteriorated condition, and lacks interest due to its design. 
Although well-located, there are too many varieties used in the tree planting. The 
entrances into the park are not inviting. One entry is overly wide, and seems 
designed for maintenance vehicles. Another entrance is located at a corner and 
appears to have been created by a missing fence section. The lawn surface is 
irregular and is eroded below the level of the sidewalk at the wider park entrance. 
The benches and fence do not have concrete pads under them, which creates 
maintenance problems. It is difficult to mow lawn under the fence, and lawn 
under benches has become eroded. The sloping site does not give the feeling of 
repose and views focus on an industrial landscape. Planting to screen this view 
along the lower park edge would greatly improve the site’s character. Lawn 
restoration, access improvement and further development based on use needs of 
the area would make this a more pleasing space. 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Putnam Square 

Location: Putnam, White and Trenton Streets 
Acreage: 0.27 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Putnam Square is a small triangular parcel with two trees surrounded by a 
concrete sidewalk and steel picket fence. The site is surrounded by residences, 
and there is street lighting around the square. 


Condition Assessment: The fence is in good condition, although some of the steel pickets have been bent. 
Most of the concrete sidewalk is in good condition, although there are small areas 
of settlement and some cracking. The street lights have all been vandalized with 
graffiti, and wires have been pulled out of three of them. 


Major Site Issues: Putnam Square is an undeveloped island of grass within a residential block. In its 
location it has the potential to play a much greater role in enhancing the visual 
character of the neighborhood. As a place to be viewed, it needs further develop- 
ment with plantings. If it is determined that there is a need for more active use of 
this space, the moderate slope of the site will need to be addressed in any develop- 
ment plan. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Scarmella (Maverick) Square 
Location: Chelsea Street between Sumner and Maverick Streets 


Acreage: .5 A 
Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Maverick Square is a very long and narrow paved area dividing Chelsea Street. It 
appears to be an extension of the Maverick MBTA station. The park is bordered 
along its two longitudinal sides with parking areas that largely screen the park, 
which is almost entirely paved with concrete, except for tree pits. Two staggered 
rows of benches run the length of the park, and pedestrian lights line each side. 
Commercial and transportation uses surround the square. 


The lights are all in good condition. The condition of the benches varies from 
good to poor. The concrete paving is in fair condition. The trees are doing very 
poorly. Only three of the original six have survived, and these are stunted. 


Maverick Square is surrounded and dominated by parked and moving cars. The 
space is bleak and minimally designed. It appears as a parking lot for a transit 
stop rather than as a park. The tree planting detail of small cutouts in a large 
paved area puts the trees under great stress, as is evidenced by tree loss and 
stunted growth. Given its prominent location at a major MBTA station, it could 
offer a more attractive, hospitable sight to commuters and passersby. Planting 
should be a major focus of redesign, implemented in such a way that trees have a 
Supportive environment in which to thrive. A more richly vegetated square would 
mitigate the negative visual impact of vehicles on this square. 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Condor Street Beach 
Location: Condor Street 
Acreage: 8.9 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 


Site Description: Condor Street Beach is a large, former industrial port area adjacent to Chelsea 
Creek on Condor Street. Stone and concrete seawalls, old barges full of rubble 
and small stretches of gravel and beach rubble line the water’s edge. A cobble- 
stone wall abuts Condor Street along half of its frontage. East of the wall are flat 
areas interspersed with piles of concrete, building debris and trash. The site is 
surrounded by industrial and residential land uses. 


Major site Issues: Condor Street Beach is an extremely disturbed site and would benefit from 
regrading and trash removal or burial. Spreading topsoil to establish grass and 
scattered trees should be considered as a means of creating a more natural park- 
like environment along the river. 
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Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Condor Street Overlook 
Location: Condor and Border Streets 
Acreage: 10.4 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 
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Site Description: Condor Street Overlook is a very small triangular area formed by the corner of 
Condor and Border Streets and by a high granite seawall. The majority of the 
acreage identified on the city map of the site is under Boston Harbor. The dry 
land is weed-covered and has a chain-link fence that has been torn down. Below 
the seawall is a small gravel beach covered with debris and with remains of old 
wharfs and barges. A steep rubble embankment leads up to a gasoline station. 
The site affords distant views of the Chelsea waterfront and the Mystic River. 
Residential and industrial land uses surround the site. 


Condition Assessment: The seawall and guard rail are in good condition. The fence is unusable. The 
bituminous concrete sidewalk is in poor condition. 


‘Major Site Issues: Condor Street Overlook could be developed into a very nice, small, pedestrian 
overlook along the harbor with the addition of some paving, benches and shore 
varieties of trees and shrubs. A steel picket fence could more attractively respond 
to the necessary safety requirement. There is a long rectangular quarter-acre lot 
opposite this site which might well serve for active play and a small Sitting area. 


Neighborhood: East Boston 


Site Name: Golden Stairs 


Location: Webster and Marginal Streets 


Acreage: 0.16 A 
Site Type: Urban Wild 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Golden Stairs is located on Marginal Street in a very steeply sloping area of East 
Boston, offering magnificent views to the west of Boston Harbor and downtown. 
The site consists of two areas. The top half is a gently sloping terrace with grass, 
concrete walks, seating and plantings. Below a high concrete wall is a steep 
embankment. A series of stairs (timber steps built over concrete steps) is located 
on the western edge of the park. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


The benches and concrete walks are in good condition. Most of the lights are in 
good condition, with the exception of two which are badly vandalized. The 
original concrete steps are in very deteriorated condition. The solution of 
overlaying these with wooden steps is a temporary one and the concrete steps 
should be rebuilt. Much of the retaining wall has failed and requires rebuilding. 
The plantings are all in good condition, but require maintenance. The lawn is 
worn in many places. 


Repair and reconstruction of the retaining wall and stairs are the priority improve- 
ments for Golden Stairs. The lower half of the site is undeveloped and appears 
like an abandoned lot. Trash and other debris need to be removed, and grass and 
low-growing plantings need to be installed along the slope to give this area a 
park-like appearance. 


Shrubs along the back edge of the space are thriving, and the site’s path appears to 
respond well to circulation needs. The use of blue spruce on the site is unfortu- 
nate, since it obscures the view of the harbor. 
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Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore 
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Neighborhood: Fenway / Kenmore 


ap Key 


Parks 21 English High 
22 Milmore 
1 Back Bay Fens 
2 Edgerly Road Playground 
‘ Evans Way Park 
4 Fens Rose Garden Urban Gardens 
5 Forsythe Park 
6 Joslin Park 23 Richard Parker Memorial 
ry Lee Playground Victory Gardens 
8 Mother’s Rest 24 Symphony Road Garden 
9 Muddy River to the Fens 
10 Symphony (Morville) 


Community Park 
11 Riverway 
12 Westland Avenue Gates 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


+ Charles River Embank- 
ment 

13 Christian Science Plaza 

Squares 


14 Charlesgate West 
15 Gaston Square 

16 Kenmore Square 
17 St. Stephen Square 


Recreation Centers 


18 Back Bay Fens Field 


House 
School Playgrounds 
19 Boston Latin Academy 
20 Boston Latin School 
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Neighborhood: Fenway / Kenmore 


Inventory 


OS Name 

Map # 

Parks 

1 Back Bay Fens 

2 Edgerly Road Playground 

3 Evans Way Park 

+ Fens Rose Garden 

> Forsythe Park 

6 Joslin Park 

7 Lee Playground 

8 Mother’s Rest 

9 Muddy River to the Fens 

10 Symphony (Morville) 
Community Park 

11 Riverway 

12 Westland Avenue Gates 


Parks (Other Jurisdictions) 


* Charles River 
Embankment 
13 Christian Science Plaza 
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Location 
(X Streets) 


Beacon St. to Brookline 113.19 H-1 


Ave. 


Edgerly Road & 
Haviland Street 


0.11 
Evans Way & Fenway 1.95 
In the Fens(Park Dr.nr . 
Yawkey way) 


Forsythe Way & Fenway 0.99 


Joslin & Deaconess Roads 0.31 


Park Drive (inthe Fens) 5 


On the Fenway(near 80 
Muddy River) 

On Muddy River * 
(parallel to Fenway) 


Btwn Burbank & Norway 0.5 
Sts. along Edgerly Rd. 


H-3 


H-2 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


H-3 


Brookline to Huntington 28.22 H-1 


Aves. 

Westland Ave. & Fenway 0.03 H-1l 
(in the Fens) 

Soldiers Field Rd. & 104.3 H-1 
Storrow Drive 

Massachusetts & . B-2 


Huntington Avenues 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


BRA 


Parks 


Parks 


MDC 


Private 


Pathways;river;passive 
green space 


BBC;PA;sl;timb;f;df;tb-2;tr 
L*;b-13;df;tr-5;passive 
green space 


Pathways;flowers;f 


M;L*;b;passive green space 


L*;b-11;flg;tr;passive green 
space 


BBC-2;BBF;SBF;SF; 
T;M-2;L*;b-10;bl;df;tr-3 


PA;sl;b;passive green space 
River embankment;passive 
green space; paths;L*;b-12 
P.A.; Community Garden 
River embankment;river; 
passive green space;b-18 


b-8;f;tr-4;M 


PA;bike path 


Reflecting pool; paved area; 
L*; Green Strip; plantings 


Neighborhood: Fenway / Kenmore 
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Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
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OS Name 

Map # 

Squares 

14 Charlesgate West 

15 Gaston Square 

16 Kenmore Square 

17 St. Stephen Square 

Recreation Centers 

18 Back Bay Fens Field 
House 

School Playgrounds 

19 Boston Latin Academy 

20 Boston Latin School 

21 English High 

22 Milmore 

Urban Gardens 

23 Richard Parker Memorial 
Victory Gardens 

24 Symphony Road Garden 


Charlesgate West & Comm. 1.07 H-3-65 Parks 


Ave. 


Charlesgate West & nd B-2 
Boylston St. 


Comm Ave. & Beacon St. 0.13 B-4 


St. Stephen Street & 0.002 H-3 
Symphony Road 

In Lee Playground N/A H-2 
(Back Bay Fens) 

174 Ipswich Street 0.07 B-2 
Ave. Louis Pasteur 42 H-3 
Ave. Louis Pasteur 18 H-2 
Peterborough & 0.8 H-2 
Kilmarnock Sts. 

Back Bay Fens(NW 32.13 H-1 
section) 

Symphony Road 0.31 H-3 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


City 


Fed. Gov. 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


City 


BRA 


M;b;f;tr-2;currently under 
renovation 


Passive green space 
Traffic intersection;MBTA 
bus & Trolley terminal 


b;small seating area; green 
strip 


(tr;0ffices;conference mms; 
counseling;education; 
function rms) 


(7-12);partially paved lot 


(7-12);partially paved 
lot;BBC 


(9-12);partially paved 
lot;BBC 


(6-8);partially paved lot 


Vegetables;b;trellis;f; 
flowers;wf;paths 


Vegetables;b-2;trellis;f; 
flowers;PA;timb 
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Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore 


Site Name: Edgerly Road Playground 
Location: Edgerly Road and Haviland Street 
Acreage: .11 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Edgerly Road Playground is a small, somewhat rectangular site on the corner of 
Edgerly Road and Haviland Street. The park abuts an alleyway behind commer- 
cial buildings on the east and residences on the south. A concrete planter and 
stairs highlight the park entrance. The park is divided into upper and lower areas. 
The upper area is moderately sloping, with trees, two picnic tables and an open 
expanse of ground covered with bark mulch. A low wood retaining wall defines : 
the edge of the upper level from the lower level, where there are several groups of 
play structures and a basketball court. 


All standard park-built elements are in good to excellent condition. The play 
structures and sand surface are in good condition. The trees and shrubs are in 
good condition. The only non-functional structure in the park is the basketball 
court which is in need of a backboard and rim. 


Edgerly Road Playgound is very well designed for play. It provides a separate 
space and equipment specifically designed for tot-aged children. Although the 
site is very small, its good organization allows a number of different uses to co- 
exist. The planting design, while good in many respects, could be improved. The 
park needs to be screened from the adjacent alleyway with its delivery traffic and 
dumpsters, Plantings have been concentrated along the street edges of the park. 
The site’s slope along its Haviland Street edge is too steep to be stable under use, 
and is experiencing some erosion which is stressful to the trees planted there. 


Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore 


_ Site Name: Evans Way Park 
Location: Evans Way and Fenway 
Acreage: 1.95A 

Site Type: Passive Park 


' Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Evans Way Park is a somewhat rectangular site at the southwest end of the Fens 
to the east of the Gardner Museum. The College of Art faces the park on the 
south. The park is surrounded on the east and west by Evans Way, on the south 
by Tetlow Street and on the north by the Fenway. Huntington Avenue is a half 
block to the east. The park is developed like a common with informally planted 
groves of trees and two small flower beds. A central path system is laid out with 
benches and lights. To the north the park connects with the large series of open 
park areas of the Fens. 


Most standard park-built elements are in good condition. Some benches have 
been damaged and removed. Most of the trees appear in good condition, although 
a number of Norway maples are in decline and all need pruning. The grass is in 
poor condition in many areas, worn with desire lines and compacted. The lawn 
area needs renovation. 


Evans Way Park occupies a prominent position along the Fenway and near the 
Gardner Museum and College of Art. However, in its current state of develop- 
ment it lacks interest. The view to the Fens and beyond needs to be enhanced. 
At present it is marred by tall sports lights. The southern end of the park is 
barren, and needs a much richer landscape treatment to be more attractive from 
nearby Huntington Avenue as well as from the College. 


The park’s circulation system needs development to better respond to pedestrian 
needs. There is a prominent desire line through the park. Trees and grass are 
major visual elements of the space and both need immediate attention. Flower 
planting needs to be done on a more generous scale to have impact. 
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Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore 


Site Name: Forsyth Park 

Location: Forsyth Way and Fenway 
Acreage: .99 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 
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Site Description: Forsyth Park is a triangular site east of the Museum of Fine Arts. The park is 
defined on the west by Forsyth Way, the south by Forsyth Park and the north by 
the Fenway. The eastern half of the site is planted with an informal grove of red 
oak trees. In front of the trees there is a large granite monument with a statue of 
John Endicott framed on three sides by yews. Concrete walkways parallel the 
Fenway and Forsyth Way. 


Condition Assessments: The one bench is in poor condition and one of the lights is in need of repair. The 
concrete paving is in fair to good condition. The bluestone paving and monument 
are in good condition. The trees are all in good condition except for one Oak 
which is in decline. The grass is in fair to poor condition, mostly due to shade 
and root competition from the Oaks. There is a prominent desire line along the 
edge on the Fenway. 


Major Site Issues: The overall appearance of Forsyth Park is very appealing. The statue in front of 
the large grove of oaks framed by well-maintained shrub beds is very well 
conceived. The primary needs are the rejuvenation and maintenance of the trees 
and shrubs. Thorough pruning of all trees and pruning the yews in a more 
naturalistic manner would greatly improve the vigor of the vegetation and 
appearance of the park. The lawn is in need of aeration and top dressing. Five 
crab apples that were recently planted at the corner of Forsyth Way and the 
Fenway seem out of character with the rest of the design and will tend to obscure 
the view of the monument as they fill out. 


Site improvements should be harmonious with the landscape of the Museum of 
Fine Arts as well as with the Fens to the north. At present there are three different - 
types of lights used on Forsyth Way. The path system should be studied to 
determine how it could be redesigned to respond to circulation needs indicated by 
desire lines. 
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Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore 


Site Name: Joslin Park 

Location: Joslin and Deaconess Roads 
Acreage: .31 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Joslin Park is a large rectangular site that is designed with a central walkway, 
some seating and several cross paths. The park serves as the main entry area for 
Deaconess Hospital, whose sign is located at the south end of the park on 
Brookline Avenue. A number of shrub beds, shade trees and flowering trees are 
located in the park. There is a moderate grade from Brookline Avenue up to 
Pilgrim Road. One-way traffic on Deaconess Road encircles the park. 


Condition Assessments: All park elements are in good condition, with the exception of the grass which is 
worn in places. 


Major Site Issues: Joslin Park is an exceptionally well-maintained space in good condition. Its 
location by Deaconess Hospital defines the park’s primary role as entrance court 
to the hospital. It is presumably maintained by that institution. The need for 
cross circulation over the space has caused a number of diagonal paths to be 
developed. Most likely they respond to desired points of access, but their 
placement and alignment fragments the space and creates awkward angles with 
the main longitudinal path. Because of the scale of the surrounding buildings, the 
site’s planting design needs to be simpler and bolder. Alternative parking 
arrangements should be studied to free the site from enclosure by parked cars, and 
strengthen its visual prominence on the street. 
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Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore - 


Site Name: Lee Playground 
Location: In the Fens 
Acreage: 5.0 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: Lee Playground is located at the southwestern end of the Fens at a bend in the 
Muddy River. The Fens is being evaluated as part of the Emerald Necklace 
Restoration Master Plan under the Olmsted Historic Landscape Preservation 
Program for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Management. Lee Playground consists of a stadium with soccer, baseball and 
' softball fields and two adjacent basketball courts. These sports facilities are 
located within the larger parkland to the north of the river. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition. Most of the concrete 
paving is new and in excellent condition. Some old areas of paving are in fair to 
poor condition. The basketball courts are in good condition. The baseball and 
softball backstops are in excellent condition. The only aspect of this area in 
deteriorated condition is the turf, which is very sparse and badly worn in most 
areas. 


Major Site Issues: Lee Playground is a special sports park in that it is located within a richly land- 
scaped surrounding. Unfortunately the tall sports lights visually and physically 
dominate this entire area of the Fens and serious consideration should be given to 
removing them. 


The soil on the field appears to be very heavy. Although recently resodded, the 
entire playing area shows extremely poor grass growth and large bare areas. An 
active turf management program including top dressing, aeration and fertilization 
is necessary for any suitable grass growth. The vigorous tussocks of clover, a 
deep rooted plant, suggest that the major problem is surface compaction, which is 
intensified if the field is used when wet. 


Since the playground is part of the landscape of the Emerald Necklace, Boston’s 
premier park system, it is important that the grass be in good condition and blend 
with the larger green surroundings. Guy wires have not been removed from trees, 
and should be before they girdle trunks. 
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Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore 


Site Name: Westland Avenue Gates 
Location: Westland Avenue and The Fenway 
Acreage: 0.03 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 
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Site Description: Westland Avenue Gates is a monumental gate ushering Westland Avenue into the 
Fens. To the east and west of Westland Avenue are lawn areas with trees and 
sidewalks. Hemenway Street borders the site on the south. The gate itself 
consists of two marble and bronze posts with the corners articulated as Ionic 
columns. On the outside of the posts adjacent to the pedestrian entrance are 
fountain basins. A marble balustrade incorporating two stone benches frames the 
inside edge of the sidewalks. There is a steel picket fence along the Hemenway 
Street edge. Surrounding land uses are residential and commercial. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in good condition except for the sidewalk 
which is in poor condition in some places. The fountains are not operable. It 
appears that the original trash receptacles have been removed and replaced with 
different receptacles. There is graffiti on the gate. The trees are in fair to good 
condition and the grass is in poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: The Westland Avenue Gates are of extraordinary workmanship and dramatically 
conceived to act as a gateway between the City and the Fens. Unfortunately, the 
planting design is insufficient to reinforce that function of transition from the 
urban landscape to the natural parkland. A richer planting of shrubs in addition to 
the site’s trees would better support the work of the architecture. 


The maintenance level of the site has also diminished the effectiveness of the 
gates. The structure needs cleaning, litter needs to be picked up and grass better 
maintained. The site is being inappropriately used for stickball which is eroding 
the grass. Prevention of parking on either side of the park would improve views 
of the site. 
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Neighborhood: Fenway/Kenmore . 


Site Name: Charlesgate West 

Location: Commonwealth Avenue (near Kenmore Square) 
Acreage: 1.07 A 

Site Type: Mall 
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Site Description: Charlesgate West comprises the west end of the Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
between Kenmore Square on the west and the interchange from Storrow Drive at 
the Muddy River on the east. The park is enclosed by a steel picket fence with 
granite bollards at entry points. Two rows of elm and zelkova trees are planted 
along the edges of the park. The site is presently under construction to improve 
MBTA subway facilities. 


Condition Assessments: Except for sections removed for construction purposes, the steel picket fence and 
granite bollards are all in good condition. The trees that are not impacted by 
construction all appear in good condition. Several trees are partly buried under 
construction soil and are under great stress from excavation and construction 
work. The grass is largely torn up from construction. 


Major Site Issues: . The heavy traffic on Commonwealth Avenue almost entirely isolates this park 
and makes it an unpleasant place to be in. Its best function is as a green oasis 
amidst heavy traffic and a gateway into the Back Bay. Measures should be taken 
to relieve and prevent any further stress on the trees from construction work. 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Map Key 


Parks 

1 Amatucci Playground 

2 Iacono Playground 
(Readville) 

3 Ross Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


4 Camp Meigs 
Ss Paul J. Colella Memorial 
Playground 
6 Dooley Playground 
7 Doyle Playground 
8 Factory Hill Playground 
9 Kelly Playground & Field 


10 Martini Playground 

11 Moynihan Playground 

12 Neponset River Reserva- 
tion 

13 Neponset Valley Parkway 

14 Smith Pond 
Playground(Connell Field) 

15 Stony Brook Reservation 

16 Truman Highway 

17 Weider Park 


Squares/Malls 


18 Cleary Square 

19 Foley Square 

20 Jones Square 

21 Webster Square 

22 Williams Square 
23 Wolcott Square _ 
24 Woodworth Square 


School Playgrounds 


25 Channing 


26 Chittick 55 Sherrin Street 
27 Greenwood 56 Sprague Pond 
28 Grew 57 West Street 
29 Hemenway 58 West and Austin 
30 Hyde Park High 
31 Rogers 
Cemeteries 
59 Fairview Cemetery 


Recreation Centers 


32 Hyde Park Municipal 
Building 


Recreation Centers/Pools (other 
jurisdictions) 


33 Bajko Memorial Rink 
34 Olsen Memorial Pool 
35 Thompson Center 


Urban Wilds 


36 Allis Chalmers 
37 Belnel 

38 Boundary I 

39 Boundary II 

40 Dana Avenue 

41 Dell Avenue Rock 
42 Euclid Street 

43 Fairview Quarry 
44 Margin Street 

45 Monterey Hilltop 
46 Mother Brook I 
47 Mother Brook II 
48 Mother Brook III 
49 Neponset River I 
50 Neponset River II 
51 Pleasant View 

52 Railroad Avenue 
= | Readville Maples 
54 Sally Rock 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Inventory 


OS Name 

Map # 

Parks 

1 Amatucci Playground 

2 Iacono Playground 
(Readville) 

3 Ross Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


4 Camp Meigs 

5 Paul J. Colella 
Memorial Playground 

6 Dooley Playground 

7 Doyle Playground 

8 Factory Hill 
Playground 

9 Kelly Playground 
& Field 

10 Martini Playground 

11 Moynihan 
Playground 

12 Neponset River 
Reservation 

13 Neponset Valley 
Parkway 

14 Smith Pond Plgnd. 


(Connell Field) 


vin 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Glenwood & Hyde 0.47 
Park Avenues 


Milton, Readville, & Fleet 5.0 


Streets 


Westminster Street & 13.03 


Ayles Road 


Hyde Park Avenue & 2.8 
Stanbro Street 


Neponset Valley Parkway 1 


Turtle Pond Parkway 0.48 


River Street opp. Rosa 0.7 
Street 


Town & Sunnyside Streets 5.2 


Turtle Pond Parkway 3.8 


Truman Highway 4.7 
Truman Highway 73 
Truman Highway & 90.3 
Meadow Road 


Neponset Valley Parkway 5.6 


Stonybrook Reservation - 12.91 
Turtle Pond Pkwy 


L-5/R-5 Parks 
S-5/R-5 Parks 
S-5 Parks 
S-5 MDC 
R-5 MDC 
R-5;L-S MDC 
R-5 MDC 
S-5 MDC 
S-5 MDC 
L-5 MDC 
S-5 MDC 
S-5 MDC 
R-5/S-5 MDC 
S-3 MDC 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


TC;L*;b-8;df;spr; 
PA;sw;timb 


BBF;BBC-2;TC-2;L*;M; 
tb-3;tr-3;df-2;b-8;f;bl; 
shltr;PA;sw 


BBF-2;SBF-2;BBC;SHC; 
L*;bl;b-19;tr-4;df-2;flg;PA 


TC-2;LLF;SBF;BBC;sw-4;sl 


BBF;LLF;BBC;sw-4;sl 


sw-8;sl 

sw-8;sl-2;timb 
b;PA;sw;sl;sb 
SBF;FBF;BBF;SF;L*; 
bl;sl-2;tb 
TC;BBC;tb;b;thtr 


TC-2;BBC;bl;sp;fh;PA;b 


Passive green space 


Passive green space 


BBF;SBF;TC-2;L*;b-2;bl 


Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


OS Name 

Map # 

15 Stony Brook 
Reservation 

16 Truman Highway 

17 Weider Park 

Squares / Malls 

18 Cleary Square 

19 Foley Square 

20 Jones Square 

21 Webster Square 

22 Williams Square 

23 Wolcott Square 

24 Woodworth Square 

School Playgrounds 

25 Channing 

26 Chittick 

27 Greenwood 

28 Grew 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Turtle Pond Parkway 482 


Truman Highway * 


Metropolitan Avenue & 6.5 
Dale Street 


River Street & Hyde 0.1 
Park Avenue 


Greenwood Street & 0.01 
Central Avenue 


Milton Avenue & 0.005 


Highland Street 


Webster Street & Central 0.005 
Avenue 


Williams Avenue & 0.02 
Prospect Street 

Hyde Park Ave., Milton 0.005 
& Prescott Sts. 

Beacon Street & 0.005 
Metropolitan Avenue 

Sunnyside St. 0.91 


Radcliff & Ruskindale Rds. 1.37 


Metropolitan Ave. & ig 
Lockwood St. 


Linwood St. & Gordon i ity 
Ave. 


B-1 


S-5 


L5 


S-3 


S-5 


R-5 


S-5 


S-5 


MDC 


MDC 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


fsg pier;byc.pth;brd.pth 


Green belt-median strip 


BBC-2&1/2;TC-2;L*;PA; 
timb;sw;b-18;tb-6;tr 


Concrete traffic island; 


L*;tr;b-5 


f;passive green space 


Passive green space 


Passive green space 


Passive green space 


b-2;M;flg;tr-2;f 


Green traffic square 


(K-5);partially paved lot 
(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


OSs Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
29 Hemenway Hyde Park Ave. & 0.76 S-5 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 
Millstone Rd. 
30 Hyde Park High Central & Metropolitan 2.21 S-5 Schools (9-12);partially paved lot 
Aves. (Gym) 
31 Rogers Webster St.& Harvard 1.08 R-5 Schools (6-8);partially paved lot 
Ave. (Gym) 
Recreation Centers 
32 Hyde Park Municipal 1179 River Street N/A L5 Real Prop/ (BBC;RBC;Open Gym; 
Building Comm. Sch. Education;Senior Center; 
Pool)Passive green space 
Recreation Centers/Pools (other jurisdictions) 
33 Bajko Memorial Stonybrook Reservation, N/A S-5 MDC (Ice skating rink) 
Rink Turtle Pond Parkway 
34 Olsen Memorial Stonybrook Reservation, N/A  S-5 MDC (Swimming pool) 
Pool Turtle Pond Parkway 
35 Thompson Center Turtle Pond Pkwy & N/A_ S-3 MDC (Handicapped Recreation 
Smith Field Rd. Center—sw;sl;sb) 
Urban Wilds 
36 Allis Chalmers Hyde Park & Walnut 3.44 M-1/ Private Riverbank;passive green space 
Aves. R-5 
37 Belnel Belnel Road & Neponset 1.28 S-5 City hs 
River 
38 Boundary I West St. & Blue Ledge Dr. 16 H-1 City (Parks) Woodland;rock outcropping; 
natural area;wetland 
39 Boundary II West, South, Emmet, 41 S-3 Parks/ Rock outcropping;natural 
& Gordon Sts. Private undisturbed woodland; 
brooks and ponds 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


41 


46 


47 


48 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


55 


56 


Dana Avenue 


Dell Avenue Rock 


Euclid Street 


Fairview Quarry 


Margin Street 


Monterey Hilltop 


Mother Brook I 


Mother Brook II 


Mother Brook III 
Neponset River I 


Neponset River II 


Pleasant View 


Railroad Avenue 


Readville Maples 


Sally Rock 


Sherrin Street 


Sprague Pond 


Location 

(X Streets) 
Dana Ave. 0.36 
Dell & Hyde Park Aves. 1.32 
Euclid & River Sts. 3.87 
Upton & Turtle Sts., 6.71 
& Fairview Cemetery 
Margin & Fulton Sts. 0.4 
Beach St. & Ashville Rd. 6.51 
Hyde Park Ave. & 0.36 
Penn Central 
Reservation Rd., Winter 5.96 
& Business Sts. 
same as above 4.46 
Truman Hwy. 2.06 
Hyde Park & Easton Aves. 3.19 
Pleasantview St. off 0.54 
Cummins Hwy 
West & Pierce Sts., & 1.24 
Railroad Ave. 
Meadow & Reservation 2.75 
Rds. 
Crane & Collins Sts., & 0.67 


Cummins Hwy. 


Sherrin St. (from Marston 30.21 
to MDC playground) 


Sprague & Horne Sts. j eee 


M-1 DPW 
S-5/R-5 BCC 
M-1 Private 
S-5 Private 
M-1 City 
S-5 BCC 
M-1 Private 
M-1 BCC 
M-1 BCC 
S-5 Private 
M-1 MDC/ 
Private 
L5 City 
R-5 Private 
M-1 Private 
L-5/ City/ 
S23 Private 
R-5/ MDC/BCC 
S-5 
M-1 City 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


Wooded river 
embankment;hillside 


Rock outcropping;tree 
covered hill;level hilltop 
area;flg 


Meadow;woodland 


Sand and gravel quarry; 
woodland 


Natural riverbank;shrubs 
Steep hillside; woods;quarry 
Wooded river embankment; 
20' easement; brook; 


shrubbery & trees 


Brook;wooded banks;vacant 
lot 


Brook;wooded river embankment 
Wooded sloping riverbank;river 
River;meadow;trees 

Rock outcropping;rocky 
terrain;trees and shrubs 


Scattered rock outcroppings;small 
meadow; woodland;unpaved road 


Grassy strip of land;mature 
tree specimens 


Rock outcropping;rock 
cliffs;ponds;wetlands 


Rock outcropping; 
woods;open field; wetland 


Pond; grassy shoreline; fence 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


OSs Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

57 West Street River Street Terrace 145 R-5 MDC/ Gently sloping embankment; 
(behind Doyle playground) Private Private wooded area; wetland; 

riverbank 

58 West and Austin Intersection of West& 0.29 S-5 BCC Passive green space 
Austin Sts. 

Cemeteries 


59 Fairview Cemetery Fairview Avenue 442 S-5 Parks 


Operating cemetery 


Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Amatucci Playground 


Location: East Glenwood and Hyde Park Avenues 


Acreage: 0.47 A 
Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Amatucci Playground is a small rectangular park on the corner of East Glenwood 
and Hyde Park Avenues. It abuts a commercial building on the north and a 
residence on the east. The park is entirely paved except for a 10- to 15-foot strip 
of steeply sloping grass. A tennis court is located in the northwest corner of the 
site. There are play structures in the eastern half of the park. Benches are 
scattered around the park, and the site is enclosed with chain-link fencing. 
Surrounding land uses are commercial and residential. 


The fencing, bollards and paving are in fair condition, while the benches are in 
poor condition. The tennis court is in good condition, although the net posts need 
hardware. Two of the three play structures are in fair condition, and the swings 
are unusable. The grass is in very poor condition. Renovations are scheduled by 
the city, including a new playground, conversion of the tennis court to a basket- 
ball court, and repair of the fencing. 


Amatucci Playground is extraordinarily bleak, and provides an inhospitable 
environment for play. There is unnecessary fencing in several areas, which 
complicates maintenance. The almost complete paving of the space and the 
absence of trees is the major cause for the barren character of the park, made 
worse by vandalism and poor maintenance. The site deserves redesign to provide 
a more inviting and satisfying park experience. 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Iacono Playground 

Location: Milton, Readville and Fleet Streets 
Acreage: 5.03 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: Iacono Playground is a large trapezoidal park located between Readville, Milton, 
Regent and Fleet Streets. On the southern edge of the park adjacent to Fleet 
Street there is an open-air shelter with swings. A sand play area is located west of 
the shelter and there are tennis courts to the east. Lawns slope up to the north, 
where there are two basketball courts. Below the basketball courts is a large field 
area with a baseball field. To the east is a very steep, wooded embankment up to 
Regent and Milton Streets. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition, except for a few which 
are in fair to poor condition. Sports facilities are in good condition, except for 
some sports lighting which has been vandalized. The swings and sand area are in 
good condition. Most of the trees in the park are in good condition. The grass in 
the field sports area is in good condition, but grass beneath the shelter is sparse 
and in poor condition. Renovations to this park are scheduled by the city. 


Major Site Issues: Iacono Playground is a large park in fairly good condition. Its naturally wooded 
slope is an asset to the site, adding interest to the topography as well as the 
vegetation. However, the overall appearance of the park is somewhat barren. 
Additional tree plantings in groves would promote a more park-like appearance. 


Drainage and erosion appear to be major problems in several park areas, espe- 
cially the slope below Milton Street. Foot traffic up and down the slope has 
caused major erosion gullies to form. 


In the recent resurfacing of the baseball infield, stone dust was used instead of 
infield mix. Stone dust is quite sharp and can be very abrasive to ball players 
sliding or falling. 


Only exposed footings and concrete bases remain from picnic and game tables 


that were under the open-air shelter. These should be removed and replaced with 
new tables. 
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_ Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Ross Playground 


Location: Westminster Street and Ayles Road 


Acreage: 13.03 A 
Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


ee 


Ross Playground is a very large open field area developed for active play. It abuts 
Westminster Street on the north, Ayles Road on the east and residences on the 
north and west. Two roads, Ross Street and Reddy Avenue, terminate at the 
western edge of the park. Two softball and baseball fields are laid out in the 
central area of the park. A parking area is provided at the end of Reddy Avenue. 
Courts, now under construction, are located along the western edge of the park. A 
street hockey court is located along the northeastern corner of the park. A linear 
planting of large linden trees lines the edge of the park along Westminster Street 
and Ayles Road. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


The tennis courts and parking area are scheduled for renovation. The ballfields, 
pedestrian paving and playground are under reconstruction. Some sections of 
fencing need repair, but most fencing is in fair to good condition. The hockey 
court is badly vandalized. The linden trees are mostly in good condition, how- 
ever, they need pruning. The grass in most areas is in very good condition. 


Ross Playground illustrates well the negative visual impact made by excessive 
chain-link fencing. The fencing along the road edges is unnecessarily high and 
presents an unwelcome appearance. Park entrances are only openings in the 
fence, and need to be more inviting and better defined. The existing wall along 
Ayles Road would serve as an effective barrier here without the additional 
fencing. An access way along this edge opposite Edwardson Street is needed, as 
indicated by a hole in the fence. 


The planting of linden trees is an outstanding scenic feature of the site, but more 
trees are needed. Groves of trees could be planted in the many leftover grassy 
areas to soften and enrich the park around the periphery of the sports facilities. 


The park appears to be particularly subject to vandalism, especially fires. 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Weider Park 
Location: Sherrin and Dale Streets 
Acreage: 6.5 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Weider Park is a small site on the corner of Dale and Sherrin Streets. To the 
south and east is Sherrin Street urban wild, once used for dumping soil and paving 
materials, and now covered with small trees. Weider Park is lower than the 
adjacent streets, and many areas that are adjacent to and lower than the park 
develop ponds in wet weather. A curvilinear path system is laid out around the 
tennis courts and an adjacent sitting and playground area. The paths are lined 
with benches and lights. Trees are informally arranged throughout the site. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements and paving are in good condition. Many lights 
and fencing have been vandalized and are in poor condition. The tennis courts are 
in fair condition, however they cannot be used unless posts and nets are installed. 
The basketball courts need lines. The surface is starting to deteriorate and will 
need resurfacing in the near future. Tire swings are missing from the play 
structure, and a safety surface is needed. The trees and grass are mostly in good 
condition. However, some areas of grass are poor due to insufficient topsoil 
being spread over dumped material. 


Major Site Issues: The design of Weider Park has made good use of the site’s naturally occurring 
trees and boulders. The lack of perimeter fencing results in a friendly and open 
park character. Abuse by vehicles does not appear to be a problem here. 


The major shortcoming of the park is inadequate maintenance and vandalism, 


which have caused deterioration. The play structure is in need of repair and the 
area could use more play equipment. 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Cleary Square 


Location: River Street and Hyde Park Avenue 


Acreage: 0.1 A 
Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


—— 


Cleary Square is a small sitting area at the corner of River Street and Hyde Park 
Avenue. There are two levels. The main level has benches located lower than the 
abutting commercial block on the south, and at grade with a parking area on the 
west. The second level consists of several benches on the Hyde Park Avenue 
sidewalk. Two sets of stairs, one concrete and one brick-faced, connect the upper 
and lower levels. Six trees shade the sitting areas. Granite curbs edge the 
sidewalks of the lower level, and there are grass and shrubs in the curbed planting 
beds. There is chain-link fencing along the top of the wall bordering the lower 
level on the north and east. 


The sidewalk, curbing, concrete stairs, railing and fencing are in good condition. 
The seating is mostly in fair condition. One light does not have a fixture. The 
trees are all in good condition, however the grass and shrubs are in poor condi- 
tion. The bottom brick step is broken. 


The main sitting area of Cleary Square is not visible from street level and the 
square’s identifying sign is deteriorated and not well-located. Asa result the 
sitting area is not inviting or easily used for its intended purpose, but is reportedly 
used for teenage drinking. City renovation plans include improvements to 
benches, the roadway, sidewalks, street lights, and traffic signals, as well as the 
addition of shrubs to enrich what is presently a sparse and spotty planting. 


The soil seems to have subsided throughout the lower level. The sidewalk does 
not meet the bottom of the concrete steps nor does the soil meet the top of the 
curbs. Additional soil is needed. The bottom step of the brick-faced steps needs 
repair. 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Mother Brook II and III 
Location: Reservation Road 
Acreage: 5.96 A and 4.46 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 


Site Description: 


Major Site Issues: 


BB ovirv 


Mother Brook II and III are two adjacent urban wilds that function as one site. 
Therefore, they are treated here as one. The site is irregular in shape and abuts the 
Conrail railroad tracks on the east and the meandering alignment of Mother Brook 
on the west. Reservation Road defines part of this western boundary. Industrial 
uses surround the site on the north, south and west. Most of Mother Brook III is a 
high plateau of gravel fill and building foundations next to the railroad. This site 
consists of rock outcroppings which slope up from Mother Brook to the abutment 
of Reservation Road. There are natural woodlands and blueberry thickets along 
this slope. There is also some dumping evident from Reservation Road, as well as 
composting and dumping at the southernmost extent of the site. 


Because of Mother Brook II and III’s proximity to both the railroad and industrial 
areas, along with its limited extent of natural areas, much of the site has little 
potential as a passive or active recreational area. 


The water’s edge has the greatest scenic and recreational potential, relatively 
undisturbed and characterized by native plants in the area of Mother Brook III. 
Long-range plans by the MDC call for the development of a reservation corridor 
along the brook. The city should work in collaboration with the MDC concerning 
the scope and impact of this development, particularly where city land is con- 
cerned. 


The attractive woodland west of Reservation Road and adjacent to the river 
should be cleaned up and protected as a natural area. 


Use of the area for storage of composting materials seems appropriate. That 
material, however, should be kept well away from the river and not plowed 
toward the water. 


Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Sherrin Street 
Location: Sherrin, Austin and Marston Streets 


Acreage: 30.21 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 
St a a aa a dT TE 

Site Description: Sherrin Street is an elongated, irregular parcel of land between the Conrail 
railroad tracks to the east, and Austin and Sherrin Streets to the west. The park 
abuts Marston Street on the south and Weider Park on the north. In the center of 
the site is a long rocky ridge with gravel deposits and a natural woodland. 
Between this ridge and Sherrin Street is a small swampy area. South of the ridge 
is a large, partially wooded area completely covered with dumped fill. A very 
small marsh remains in the southeastern corner of the site. North of the central 
ridge are small swampy areas and dumped soil and debris. 


Major Site Issues: Because Sherrin Street has been so severely disturbed by dumping, it has lost 

; much of its original ecological integrity. However, there are Outstanding scenic 
areas, particularly the rock outcropping in the center of the site. A pathway 
system could be developed to facilitate access through the site and to the most 
outstanding natural features of the site. Small natural woodlands and the rocky 
ridge can be improved for passive use. The extensive areas of filled land might 
provide areas for sports field development. If so, a means of consolidating and 
compacting the fill should be studied to prevent uneven settlement. 
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Neighborhood: Hyde Park 


Site Name: Sprague Pond 
Location: Lakeside Avenue 
Acreage: 1.35 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 


a SS NS 


Sprague Pond is an irregularly shaped parcel on the northern edge of five-acre 
Sprague Pond. To the north the site abuts Lakeside Avenue, a dirt road. To the 
east and west, and across Lakeside Avenue, are residences. There is a railroad 
yard along the far shore of the pond. North and south of the pond are industrial 
uses. The site is a moderately sloping grassy area with a row of willow trees at 
the water’s edge. It is enclosed along Lakeside Avenue and abutting residences 
by a four-foot chain-link fence. Surrounding land uses are residential and 
industrial. 


Site Description: 


Sprague Pond has an outstanding scenic landscape of rolling lawn, water, mature 
trees and distant views to the Blue Hills. The pond-side willows particularly 
enrich the visual quality of the site. This site is highly suitable for passive 
recreation, and yet its perimeter fence prevents access. Need for this fence should 
be clarified and the site made available for use, with the possible addition of 
benches or a picnic table. This is a refreshing and inviting open space in an area 
where there is a large amount of industrial use. 


Major Site Issues: 
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Neighborhood:Jamaica Plain 


Map of Neighborhood's Open Space 


Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Map Key 


Parks/Playgrounds 

1 Arborway 

2 Beecher Street Play Area 

3 Brewer/Burroughs Tot Lot 

4 Bromley-Heath Play- 
ground 

5 Gibbons Playground 

6 Horan Way Play Area 

7 Jamaica Pond 

8 Jefferson Playground 

9 McLaughlin Playground 

10 Mission Hill Playground 

11 Mozart Street Playground 

a2 Murphy Playground 

13 Olmsted Park 

14 Paul Gore Street 

15 Pinebank Play Area 

16 Riverway 

17 Rossmore/Stedman Park 

18 South Street Mall 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


19 
20 
21 


Arnold Arboretum 
Johnson Playground 
Southwest Corridor Park 


Squares & Malls 


22 
23 
24 
25 
26 


Hanlon Square 
Heath Square 
Mahoney Square 
Oakview Terrace 
Soldiers’ Monument 


School Playgrounds 


527 
28 


Curley 
Farragut 


29 
30 


31 
32 
33 
34 
Sh 


Fuller 

Jamaica Plain High 
School 

Kennedy 

Manning 

Mendell 

Roosevelt 

Tobin 


Community Schools 


36 


37 


38 


Agassiz Community 
School 

Hennigan Community 
School 

Jamaica Plain Community 
School 


Recreation Centers 


39 Curtis Hall 

40 RJ. Kelley Rink 

41 Mission Extension 
Recreation Center 

Urban Wilds 

42 Allegheny Street I 

43 Allegheny Street II 

44 “Back of the Hill” 

45 Chapman 

46 Cranston Street 

47 Daughters of St. Paul 

48 Harvard Quarry 

49 Hellenic Hill 

50 Judge Street 

51 Lawrence Farm 

52 Nazareth 

53 Nira Avenue Rock 

54 Oakview Terrace 


Parker Hilltop 
Rock Hill 
Sheridan Hillside 
Williams Street 


Urban Gardens 


59 
60 


61 
62 


63 


64 


Bromley - Heath 
Mission Community 
Garden 

Paul Gore/Beecher Street 
#60 Paul Gore Street 
Garden 

South Street BHA 
Gardens 

Southwest Corridor 
Community Farm 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Inventory 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


Name 


Arborway 


Beecher Street Play Area 


Brewer/Burroughs 
Tot Lot 


Bromley-Heath 
Playground 
Gibbons Playground 


Horan Way Play Area 


Jamaica Pond 


Jefferson Playground 


McLaughlin Playground 


Mission Hill Playground 


Mozart Street Playground 


Murphy Playground 


Olmsted Park 


Paul Gore Street 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Prince St. to Franklin Park 17.39 


Beecher, Gore, & St. Peters 0.18 


Streets 
Brewer & Burroughs 
Streets 


Larmartine Street btwn 
Centre & Heath Streets 


Sewall Street & Dell 
Avenue 


Horan Way 


Jamaicaway, Prince, & 
Perkins Sts. 


0.97 


0.1 


0.4 


Heath, Crawford, & Floyd 1.1 


Streets 

Parker Hill & Fisher 
Avenues 

Tremont & Smith Streets 
Centre & Mozart Streets 
Carolina Avenue & 


South Street 


Jamaicaway & Chestnut 
Street 


Paul Gore Street & Paul 
Gore Terr. 


11.54 


088 fs) 


S347 


180 


0.74 


S-3 


R-8 


R-8 


H-1 


R-8 


L-1 


S-3 


R-8 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


BHA 


Parks 


BHA 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


Passive green space; 
(traffic median) 


Undeveloped parkland; 
community gardens; 


BBQ;b-2;tb 


b-9;PA;tr-1;sb;timb;sl;sw 


sl;b-5;timb 


PA;sw;sl 


Passive green space;paved 
paths;M-2;L*;f;b-49 


BBF;sw;sl;BBC-2; PA; 
L*;b-2;tb-2 


SBF;LLF-2;BBC-2;L*; 
sl;timb;bar;b-8;df-1;bl; 


scr;clb 


LLF;PA;tr-2;timb;bar; 
b-33;df;tb-7;bl-2;clb;bar 


PA;L*;BBC;HB;b-17;df; 
tr-10;bl;sw;sl;clb;bar 


BBF;SBF;LLF;BBC-2; 
L*;b-25;tb-2;tr-3;bl 


BBF;L* 


Undeveloped parkland; 
community gardens;b-2;tb 


Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

15 Pinebank Play Area Jamaicaway & Willow * 8-3 Parks SBF-2;L*;b-2;bl-2;df;tr-3 
Pond Road 

16 Riverway Brookline Avenue to 28.22 H-1 Parks _—~PPaved path;passive green 
Huntington Avenue space;L*;b-28 

17 Rossmore/Stedman Park Rossmore & Stedman 0.08 R-8 Parks b-4;tb;tr 
Streets 

18 South Street Mall South Street & Carolina 0.44 L-1 Parks TC-2;L*:b-15;df-1;tb-2; 
Avenue tr;timb;sl 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


19 Arnold Arboretum Centre St. & Arborway 265 S-3 Parks/ Horticultural Center; 
Ave. Harvard nature walks 
20 Johnson Playground Green & Lamartine Streets 1.5 L-1 MDC BBC;SHC;TC-20 
21 Southwest Corridor Park Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, 52 - MBTA/ Tot Lots-20;BBC;SHC; 
& S. End MDC TC-16;Bikepaths-5.7 
miles;Comm. gardens-10 
acres(95 plots) 
Squares & Malls 
22 Hanlon Square Huntington Avenue, 0.04 B-1l Parks M;L*;b-6;tr-1;flg;df 
Tremont & Francis Sts. 
23 Heath Square Old Heath, New Heath 0.06 R-8 Parks Green space;traffic 
& Parker Street Sts. divider 
24 Mahoney Square Centre & Perkins Streets 0.07 R-5 Parks L*;M;flg 
25 Oakview Terrace Off 424 Centre Street & 0.12 R-8 Parks Rock outcropping; 
Oakview Terrace passive green space 
26 Soldiers’ Monument South & Centre Streets 0.13 R-8 Parks M-2;L*;flg;green space 


x3 


Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
School Playgrounds 
27 Curley Pershing Rd. & Centre 5,04 2a L-S Schools (K-5);(G);paved 
Street playground 
28 Farragut 10 Fenwood Road 0.36 H-1 Schools (K-5);paved playground 
29 Fuller 25 Glen Road 0.44 R-8 Schools (K-5);paved playground 
30 Jamaica Plain High Btwn. Elm & Andrew 5.21 R-5 Schools (9-12);(G);passive green 
School Streets space;practice field 
31 Kennedy Bolster & Mozart Sts. 1.09 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
playground 
32 Manning Louders Lane & Cabin 16 S-3 Schools (K-5);paved 
Road playground;BBC 
33 Mendell 164 School Street 0.56 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
playground 
34 Roosevelt 61 School & Dixwell 1.06 R-8 Schools (6-8);partially paved 
Streets playground 
35 Tobin 40 Smith Street 0.38 H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
playground 
Community Schools 
36 Agassiz Community 20 Child Street 143 Ll Schools/ (Counseling;Day Care; 
School Comm. Senior Center;Education; 
Schools Gym) 
37 Hennigan Community 200 Heath St. & Day St. 3.52 R-8 Schools/ (Counseling;Day Care; 
School Comm. Education;Open Gym; 
Schools BBC;Pool) 
38 Jamaica Plain Williams Street 0.6 R-8 Schools/ (Day Care;Education; 
Community School Comm. Open Gym;BBC) 
Schools 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 


eee eS 


Recreation Centers 


39 Curtis Hall 20 South & N/A R-8 Real Prop/ (Senior Center;Day Care; 
Sedgwick Streets Comm. BBC;Pool;Gym) 
Schools 
40 R.J. Kelley Rink Jamaica Way & Willow N/A_ S-3 MDC Skating ;hockey rink 
Pond Road 
41 Mission Extension 68 Annunciation Road, N/A H-1 BHA/ (Open Gym;BBC;Day Care) 
Recreation Center Prentiss, & Parker Sts. Comm. 
Schools 
Urban Wilds 
42 Alleghany Street I Alleghany, Alphonsus, 0.2 H-2 Private Passive green space;rock 
& Pontiac Sts. outcropping 
43 Alleghany Street II Alleghany & Pontiac 0.97 H-2 Private Woodland;rock 
Sts., & Delle Ave. outcropping 
44 “Back of the Hill” Colburn St. 8.0 L-1/ Private Passive green space; 
H-2 sloping fields 
45 Chapman 61-65 Rockwood St. 123 S-3 Private Woodland 
46 Cranston Street Opposite 3 Cranston St. 0.2 R-8 City Sloped hillside;passive 
green space 
47 Daughters of St. Paul Moss Hill Rd. & Louders 11.62 S-3 Private Pond;hillside 
Lane 
48 Harvard Quarry St. Alphonsus & 6.59 LI/ Private Passive green space;rock 
Alleghany Sts. H-2 outcropping 
49 Hellenic Hill Perkins & Prince Sts. 35.6 S-3 Private Hill; woodland;meadow; 
wildlife habitat 
50 Judge Street Calumet & Judge Sts.,& 044 R-8 Private Sloping meadow 
Parker Hill Ave. 
51 Lawrence Farm Allandale St. 25.88 S-3 Private Woodland;meadow 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
<P4 Nazareth Pond St. & Louders Lane 39.85 S-3 Private Waterbody;woodland; 
FBF;BBF;BBC 
53 Nira Avenue Rock Nira & Arcola Aves. 15 R-8 City/Private Rock outcropping; 
(off Day St.) passive green space 
54 Oakview Terrace Oakview Terrace off 0.37 R-8 Private Rock outcropping; 
Centre St. woodland 
oh) Parker Hilltop Parker Hill Ave. 4 H-2 Private Passive green space on ahill 
56 Rock Hill Rock Hill Rd. (behind 0.5 R-8 Private Rock outcroppings; 
17-31 Cranston St.) woodland 
57 Sheridan Hillside 52-56 Sheridan St. 0.23 R-8 City/Private Grassy fields;woodland 
58 Williams Street Williams St. 93 R-8 Private Woodland 
Urban Gardens 
59 Bromley - Heath Throughout Bromley - * R-8 BHA Flower and vegetable 
Heath Hsg. Dev. gardens 
60 Mission Community 10,12,14,16 Oscar Street * H-1 BNAF/ Flower and vegetable 
Garden City gardens 
61 Paul Gore/Beecher Street Paul Gore & Beecher 0.46 R-8 BNAF PA;b;f;flowers;fruit trees; 
Streets timb;sw;sl;tb 
62 Paul Gore Street Garden 60 Paul Gore Street 0.26 R-8 City f;b-2;tb; flowers 
63 South Street BHA South Street * R-8 BHA Flower and vegetable 
Gardens (Near Monument) gardens 
64 Southwest Corridor 55 Lamartine Street lal M-1 MBTA Greenhouse; fruit trees; 
Community Farm (Near Centre Street) flowers;f;b 
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_ Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Beecher Street Play Area 
Location: Beecher, Gore and St. Peter Streets 


Acreage: 0.18 A 


Site Type: Playlot/Community Gardens 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


a 


Beecher Street Play Area is a rectangular parcel with community gardens, a 
sitting and playground area, and an open grassy area. It abuts residences on two 
sides and Beecher and St. Peter Streets on the other two sides. The nearby land 
uses are residential. It is entirely enclosed by chain-link fencing except for 
several sections of wooden picket fencing. The sitting area has a barbeque, picnic 
table, benches and a play structure. Several large trees are located along the edges 
of the site. 


The standard park-built elements are in good condition with the exception of the 
fence, which is in fair condition. The play structure is in good condition. The 
trees are also in good condition. 


Beecher Street Play Area is in good condition overall, and its community-built 
entrance sign and park furniture give it the inviting appearance of a park that is 
cared for by the neighborhood. 


The small sitting area can use improvement. At present, the benches and table 
appear somewhat arbitrarily placed in relation to one another. The inclusion of 
more furniture placed in such a way as to facilitate gathering and socializing 
would enhance this area’s use. The slide of the play structure terminates at a rock 
and would best be re-aligned. Soft surfacing material should be added under the 
entire play structure. 


If it is determined that the best use for the majority of this site is gardening, 
several trees blocking sun and competing with garden plants should be removed. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Brewer/Burroughs Tot Lot 
Location: Brewer and Burroughs Streets 
Acreage: 0.2 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


ee 


Site Description: Brewer/Burroughs Tot Lot is a small trapezoidal play area designed for use by 
children from toddler to kindergarten age. It is bounded on two sides by Brewer 
and Burroughs Streets and entirely enclosed with fencing—steel picket, wood 
stockade and chain-link. Evergreen trees and some shrubs are planted along the 
outside of the interior perimeter walk. Two small bosques of linden trees are 
planted at two corners of the triangular sand-surfaced play area. There are wood 
and metal play structures in the park. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are all in good condition. The play surface and 
edging are also in good condition. The play equipment needs repair and replace- 
ment of missing parts, such as a tire swing and pegs for climbing. 


Major Site Issues: The overall design of Brewer/Burroughs Tot Lot is attractive and inviting. It is 
well laid out, with circulation and seating at the periphery, play equipment at the 
center and vegetation at the edges. 


A problem for the park is that dogs are allowed to use this enclosed space and the 
result of their waste is a detraction from the park’s pleasantness. Teenage 
drinking is reportedly also a problem. 


A Russian Olive tree planting along the edge of the park is not a good choice 
because the tree grows profusely and will require frequent pruning to keep it 
confined to the somewhat small planting bed. Pruning in general has been 
inadequate and inappropriately performed in the park. 


Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Gibbons Playground 


Location: Sewall Street and Delle Avenue 


Acreage: 0.1 A 
Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


eee 


Gibbons Playground is a small rectangular sloping parcel of land on the corner of 
Sewall Street and Delle Avenue. A stone retaining wall with steps forms a park 
edge along one-half of the length of Sewall Street, which slopes very steeply to 
the north. A small sitting area is laid out along Delle Avenue. A second sitting 
area is located at the northeast edge of the site. A small play area is in the middle 
of the park. There are many small angular sloping areas throughout the site that 
are heavily planted. A steel picket fence encloses the sitting area at Delle Avenue 
and edges a ramp to the lower sitting area. 


The standard park-built elements are in good condition. The play structure is in 
fair condition and the edging is in good condition. Its sand surface is poor. The 
shrubs are in poor condition. The trees are in fair condition. Guy wires were 
never removed from the trees and have girdled them. The vegetation needs 
maintenance and in some cases replacement. The lawn is worn and bare in many 
places from overuse. 


A major issue for Gibbons Playground is its spatial organization. The layout of 
the path and sitting areas is very convoluted, resulting in many hard-to-maintain 
corners which have been filled with shrubs. These planted areas have not done 
well because they seem to have been used by children for play. The layout of two 
sitting areas in such a small space is redundant. Use areas and circulation could 
have been more simply organized. 


There are tree grates which no longer have trees in them. The park’s retaining 
wall needs a railing. Vandalism and lack of adequate maintenance have com- 
bined with a complicated spatial design to contribute to the deterioration of the 
space, particularly of the plants and turf. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Jefferson Playground 

Location: Heath, Crawford and Floyd Streets 
Acreage: 1.1 A 

Site Type: Playground 


a 


This irregularly shaped playground is remotely located behind a recently con- 
structed school on former parkland abutting Heath Street. The park has very 
minimal frontage on Grotto Glen Road, a dead-end street. To the west this park is 
located below an embankment behind the Veterans Administration Hospital. To 
the north the park is located behind an old school (redeveloped as condominiums) 
and the new school. To the east is a high rock outcropping and the school parking 
lot. The park consists of basketball and tennis courts, a baseball field and a 
playground. A drive provides access to parking and play areas. There is a fence 
around two-thirds of the perimeter of the site. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: Most of the standard park-built elements are in good condition, with the exception © 
of the fence, which is in poor condition, and a game table which is unusable. The 
sports field is in fair condition. The surface of the basketball court is in excellent 
condition, however, only one backboard is usable. A second needs a rim and the 
third needs a backboard structure. The three trees in the park are in good condi- 
tion. The playground structures are for the most part in good condition, although 
they offer little play value. More sand surfacing is needed. 


Major Site Issues: - The remote, largely hidden location of this park is a major limitation to its use. 
The basketball courts and playground are located at the back of the site, making 
them hard to supervise. Police surveillance requires driving into the park. At 
present, there are no barriers to block vehicular access onto the playing fields. 
Vehicles have been driven across the fields and have damaged turf. 


The lack of trees makes Jefferson Playground look bleak. The topography and 
rock outcroppings provide the opportunity to create rich landscape interest with 
plantings along the edges of the playing fields. 


Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


site Name: McLaughlin Playground 
.ocation: Parker Hill and Fisher Avenues 
acreage: 11.54A 

‘ite Type: Playfield 
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ite Description: McLaughlin Playground is a large park bordered by Parker Hill Avenue on the 

: north, Fisher Avenue on the south and New England Baptist Hospital on the 
northwest. The site is divided into four distinct terraces. The two lowest terraces 
contain Little League and softball fields; a third terrace has basketball courts and 
a playground. The fourth terrace is being used as a parking lot. A fifth terrace, 
possibly off-site, is an open overgrown field. All of the recreational facilities are 
presently under construction. Steep, overgrown and unmaintainable embank- 
ments separate these facilities from Fisher Avenue on the south. On the northern 
edge, across Parker Hill Avenue, the park is bordered by residential land use. 
Views from this park are magnificent. 


ondition Assessments: The standard park-built elements, the park facilities and the playground are all 
being renovated. The condition of two very large sets of stairs and a pathway 
system along the top of the slope are in fair to poor condition. Only six trees on 
site appear to have been planted and all are in good condition. The remaining 
plantings appear to be natural plant communities. 


ajor Site Issues: This site offers unequalled panoramic vistas to downtown Boston, the harbor 
islands, Quincy and the Hull Peninsula, Franklin Park, the Arboretum, the Blue 
Hills and beyond. Therefore, its design should consider the unique citywide 
significance of this park area as well as needs for neighborhood recreational 
facilities. The adjacent undeveloped land between New England Baptist Hospital 
and the park should be considered for purchase if not already owned by the City. 
The development of a natural landscape park along the steep hillside and at the 
summit would take great advantage of the natural assets of the site. Development 
of a vehicular park drive to the summit and along the hillside for supervision 
purposes should also be considered. At present, visibility into and throughout this 
site is poor. Such a park drive could serve for pedestrian use and possibly for 
limited public vehicular passage as well. Height restrictions for development 
adjacent to the park should be investigated to preserve this extraordinary property. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Mission Hill Playground 
Location: Tremont and Smith Streets 
Acreage: 2.75 A 

Site Type: Playground 


pe ian 


Site Description: Mission Hill Playground is a nearly rectangular park that abuts Tremont Street on — 
the south and Smith Street on the north. A church abuts the park on the west and 
a library and school on the east. The original sloping site has been regraded into 
three terraces. The highest area of the site adjacent to Tremont Street is a shaded 
sitting area with benches and game tables. The surface is mostly paved, with 
some grassy areas, and is enclosed by an ornate iron fence along Tremont Street 
and a stone wall along the back of the area. A sloping lawn and stone retaining 
wall enclose a second, lower terrace which is paved and has a playground and a 
spray pool. Below the wall is a third level area which has been graded and 
developed for a softball field. The edge adjacent to the church consists of 
puddingstone escarpments and high stone retaining walls. To the east is a chain- 
link fence and an access drive for the school. Nearby land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The grass 
of the softball outfield is in poor condition. The backstop is in fair condition and 
the infield is in good condition. Much of the chain-link fencing is in poor 
condition. The metal playground equipment is in good condition, although it has 
low play value. The sand play surface is in fair to poor condition because of 
broken glass. The spray pool does not appear to be operable. The trees are for 
the most part in good condition but need maintenance. Guy wires need to be 
removed, and six trees require removal. 


Major Site Issues: ~The puddingstone outcroppings, stone walls and the stone cathedral adjacent to 
the park are attractive elements of the park landscape. However, the site appears 
uninviting, with a great deal of pavement, leftover grassy areas that serve no 
purpose, and a blocked-off path and stairway that create a dead-end space beyond 
the playground. 


Development of a wider entrance road and coordination of site improvements 
with the circulation requirements of the school would improve the design and 
utility of this park. 


Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Mozart Street Playground 
Location: Centre and Mozart Streets 


Acreage: 0.81 A 
Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: 


: Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


a 


Mozart Street Playground is a small rectangular park at the intersection of Mozart 
and Centre Streets in the middle of the commercial district of Jamaica Plain. 
High retaining walls on the parcel’s south and east sides have been used to create 
this level park. The space adjacent to Centre Street has been developed as a 
sitting area with bosques of trees in bermed grass islands. The two-thirds of the 
site towards the rear consist of a basketball court, a handball court and a play- 
ground. 


The walls, sports lighting, and most of the benches and fencing are in good 
condition. Some of the benches and fencing and the pavement are in fair condi- 
tion. The basketball court is in fair condition, however needs one new basket rim. 
The handball court is in good condition although covered with graffiti. The 
playground is in deteriorated and vandalized condition. Most of the swings are 
vandalized. The slide, climbers and concrete tubes are in good condition. The 
sand surface is full of broken glass and needs replacement. The trees are in fair to 
poor condition and.appear to be subject to vandalism. 


There are a number of elements in the design of Mozart Street Playground that 
create use and maintenance problems. The configuration of space has resulted in 
grassy areas that are difficult to maintain because of their small size. Several of 
the grassy areas are located in the path of pedestrian movement into the park. 
This traffic compacts the soil and damages the grass. At the same time, expanses 
of adjacent pavement seem unnecessarily large. Sections of iron fencing are 
missing, and replacement of them would control access and protect plantings and 
grass strips from being trampled. 


This park suffers from a high degree of vandalism. This, in conjunction with the 
lack of maintenance and design problems, has resulted in a very deteriorated park. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Murphy Playground 

Location: Carolina Avenue and South Street 
Acreage: 3.17 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Murphy Playground is a small area of playing fields located to the east of and 
below the Agassiz School. It appears from original park plans that the school was 
constructed on the upper half of the original park. At present, the park lies at the 
foot of a 15-foot embankment below the school. Here a baseball and informal 
softball field were created by constructing high retaining walls along Verona and 
Child streets. Carolina Street abuts the park at grade along its north edge. A 
pedestrian pathway with benches shaded by a linear planting of yellowwood trees 
runs along the street edges of the park. A 16-foot chain-link fence encloses the 
playing fields to the inside of this pathway. Residential and institutional land uses 
surround the site. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements vary considerably in condition. The walls, 
Stairs, and sports lighting are in good condition, as are half the benches. The 
pavement and the remaining benches are in fair condition. The lights are vandal- 
ized and unusable. The bleachers are in poor condition. The playing fields are in 
fair condition with some areas having settled unevenly. The basketall courts are 
vandalized and unusable. The yellowwood planting is in poor condition. The 
trees are vandalized and very poorly maintained. 


Major Site Issues: Murphy Playground, with its high retaining walls along Verona and Child Streets, 
offers a harsh and uninviting view to people approaching the park from downhill. 
This corner entrance into the park could have been designed in such a way as to 
allow better visual access. The layout of the park is good, with sports facilities 
oriented to school use and with circulation and seating around the park’s perime- 
ter. 


The tree planting along Carolina Street is too close to the fence. If a continuous 
strip of paving around these trees was cut away, the additional porous surface 
would assist root respiration, water intake and growth. 
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‘Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Paul Gore Street 
Location: Paul Gore Street and Paul Gore Terrace 
Acreage: 0.74 A 
Site Type: Undeveloped Lot/Community Gardens 


Site Description: 


Sondition Assessments: 


ajor Site Issues: 


Paul Gore Street is a roughly rectangular area with frontage on Paul Gore Street 
and a small panhandle of land reaching northeast to Paul Gore Terrace. It abuts 
residences to the east and west. The site consists of two areas, a relatively level 
area adjacent to Paul Gore Street presently used for community gardens, and a 
steeply sloping wooded hillside bound by a retaining wall. There is a cobblestone 
retaining wall along Paul Gore Street and a chain-link fence behind and parallel to 
the wall and along the east and west edges. Two benches and a picnic table are 
located in the upper wooded area. A chain-link gate provides access from Paul 
Gore Street, and a dirt driveway links the site to Paul Gore Terrace. 


The two benches and picnic table are in good condition. The wall along the street 
is for the most part in very good condition, although the stone post to the east of 
the gate has a few cracks and loose stones. The chain-link fence is in fair condi- 
tion. 


The major constraint on the utility of this site for either gardening or park 
development is its slope. The slope of the garden area is moderate, the wooded 
hillside is quite steep, and the small sitting area is perched on the one small level 
area from which to overlook the garden. Terracing would improve the area’s 
utility for gardening. 


The ownership and boundary between Paul Gore Terrace and the site should be 
clarified. Because of the site gradient, vehicular access would be easier from Paul 
Gore Terrace than from Paul Gore Street. 


The cobblestone wall along the front of the park has several loose stones which 
should be re-set to prevent further deterioration. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Pinebank Play Area 

Location: Jamaicaway and Willow Pond Road 
Acreage: 3.5 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Pinebank Play Area consists of two softball fields in the midst of Olmsted Park. 
They are located on the north side of Willow Pond Road in a low, relatively level 
area surrounded by rolling wooded hills. Spectator seating is provided near one 
of the fields. The restoration of Olmsted Park is being addressed under the 
Olmsted Historic Landscape Preservation Program of the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Environmental Management. 


Condition Assessments: The playing fields are in fair condition, although exhibiting vehicular damage. 
Infields, benches and bleachers are in fair to good condition. Backstops and park 
lighting are in good condition. The grass is worn around ballfield edges. 


Major Site Issues: The major issue for Pinebank Play Area is the lack of access control, which has 
resulted in unrestrained vehicular traffic and parking. This has a severe visual 
impact on the site and has caused enormous damage to mature trees. Asa 
consequence, many are dead or nearly so. A designated and organized parking 
area should be provided. 


Poor visibility into the site makes surveillance difficult. It is possible to see into 


the space from only one point. Indiscriminate dumping of brush and granite 
detracts from the beauty of the setting. 
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_ Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Rossmore/Stedman Park 
Location: Rossmore and Stedman Streets 
Acreage: 0.08 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Rossmore/Stedman Park is a small rectangular sitting area at the comer of 
Rossmore and Stedman Streets. The park has four benches and a picnic table. 
Brick paving is used to highlight benches and the corner of the park, while the rest 
of the park is paved almost entirely with bituminous concrete. A steel picket 
fence encloses the park on the two sides abutting the roads. Chain-link fence 
encloses the park on the other two sides, abutting residences. A planting bed lines 
the park on these two sides, although most of the trees and shrubs are gone. 


Condition Assessments: The benches, pavement and fence (except for a missing section) are all in fair 
condition. The picnic table is unusable. Wood bollards are in poor condition. 
The trees and shrubs that remain from the original planting are in fair to poor 
condition. 


Major Site Issues: Rossmore/Stedman Park has an excessive amount of pavement, rampant weed 
growth in planting beds and very few pieces of usable park furniture. It appears 
to serve little purpose as a public gathering and use area. Currently, it would 
appear to provide an unsupervised environment for teenagers to “hang out.” 


Use of several different primary colors to paint the benches has given the park a 


garish appearance. Appropriate uses and redevelopment of this park should be 
investigated. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: South Street Mall 

Location: South Street and Carolina Avenue 
Acreage: 0.44 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: South Street Mall is a square site on the corner of South Street and Carolina 
Avenue. It is divided into two use areas. Approximately a quarter of the area 
abutting South Street is developed as a brick paved mall with two rows of linden 
trees and groupings of benches and game tables. To the rear of the site is a large 
paved area enclosed with chain-link fence which was at one point used for tennis 
and appears to have the remains of backboard posts for basketball. Nearby land 
uses are residential and commercial. 


Condition Assessments: With the exception of one bench which is in fair condition, all standard park-built 
elements are in good condition. The sports court surface is in poor condition and 
none of the necessary tennis net posts or basketball backboards exist. The trees 
are in fairly good condition, but require pruning. 


Major Site Issues: Use needs for the neighborhood should be clarified in order to determine the most 
appropriate development for South Street Mall. The mall’s sitting area serves 
well as a place to rest along the street, but the lack of facilities for sports play and 
the poor court surface condition indicates that the large paved play area has not 
been used recently. 


Although the linden trees along the mall area are continuing to grow, the planting 
detail has not provided enough growing space. Some tree grates will need to be 
enlarged to accommodate tree growth. Metal tree stakes have not been removed 
and should be carefully extracted from the tree to avoid root damage. The trees 
should be pruned so that their branches do not interfere with pedestrian move- 
ment. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Hanlon Square 


Location: Huntington Avenue, Tremont and Francis Streets 


Acreage: 0.04 A 
Site Type: Square 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Hanlon Square is a large paved area at the corner of Francis Street and Huntington 
Avenue. Six benches and four oak trees surround a small curbed area containing 
a war monument and flagpole. Nearby land uses are commercial. 


All standard park-built elements are in good condition, except for the flagpole and 
curb, which are in excellent condition. The tree planting is in fairly good condi- 
tion but needs maintenance. The lawn is in fair condition. 


Hanlon Square appears to be a popular sitting area at a busy intersection. The 
oval “green” in the center of the square is too small for grass, both for visual 
effect and for ease of maintenance. It would be much more effective if planted in 
perennial or annual flowers or ground cover. The paved area to the south of the 
monument appears barren. Additional seating or planting should be considered. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Heath Square 

Location: Heath, New Heath and Parker Streets 
Acreage: 0.06 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Heath Square is a small triangular parcel at the intersection of Heath, New Heath 
and Parker streets. The planted area is enclosed by a high bull-nose granite curb. 
Holes for a fence are present in the curb. There are four trees, including an 
attractive flowering cherry tree, which highlight the space. A sidewalk surrounds 
the site. Nearby land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The high granite curb enclosing the green area is in remarkably good condition. 
The perimeter sidewalk and roadside curb are in poor condition and need recon- 
struction. The trees, especially a crab apple, need to be pruned. The shrubs are 
in poor condition. The turf is overwhelmed by weeds and is in very poor condi- 
tion. 


Major Site Issues: Heath Square appears to receive no maintenance and looks abandoned and 
unattractive. It is full of litter and has occasionally been used for dumping. 


Renovation of this space would greatly enhance this intersection and the image of 
the neighborhood. Existing shrubs should be removed and the lawn re-estab- 
lished. The four site trees are four different species, and this visually fragments 
the space. A simple planting would better unify this small square, and installation 
of an ornamental iron fence would further dignify it. 
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eighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


ite Name: Mahoney Square 
,ocation: Centre and Perkins Streets 


ite Description: Mahoney Square is a small circular island at the intersection of Centre and 
Perkins Streets. Two adjacent traffic islands have been designed to control traffic 
and enhance this intersection. Plantings in all three islands have been protected 
by use of granite curbs. In the center island a fence has been added as well to 
frame the space and to protect the planting. The central Square contains a pine 
tree, shrub plantings, lawn and a war monument. Surrounding land uses are 
residential and commercial. 


-ondition Assessments: This square has recently been constructed and all standard park-built elements are 
in excellent condition. The tree plantings are all in good condition. The shrub 
planting in one of the islands appears to have been crushed by dumped snow. 


ajor Site Issues: Mahoney Square is a positive development for this neighborhood. The simple 
ornamental iron fence gives the space an elegant presence on the street. However, 
the planting design for the circular island, with its patches of shrubs, lawn and 
crab apple and pine trees, is too busy and varied for such a small space. It also 
creates additional maintenance effort. The plantings on the small triangular 
islands are problematic as well. The linden trees appear isolated and insignificant. 
In their small planting pits surrounded by pavement, they have little chance of 
survival. The junipers are too brittle a shrub for this vulnerable location, and are 
being broken by snow piles. 


The use of curbing to protect plants is a good method for discouraging foot traffic 
near plants. 


Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Oakview Terrace 

Location: Off 424 Centre Street and Oakview Terrace 
Acreage: 0.12 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Oakview Terrace is a small oval area on a quiet dead-end residential street. A 
narrow sidewalk and granite curb surround the space. There are several low rock 
outcroppings on the site, as well as several shade and flower trees and mature 
evergreen shrubs. 


Condition Assessments: The curb and concrete sidewalk are in good condition, although there is some 
spalling of the sidewalk. The plantings are mostly in good condition, although 
one tree needs removal and all plants need pruning. The lawn along the edge of 
the recently reconstructed sidewalk is in very poor condition. Construction 
materials were left and topsoil was not spread and seeded to finish the work. 


Major Site Issues: The roadway around this island is too narrow to accommodate parked cars as well 
as passage of emergency vehicles. Because of its curved alignment, even cars 
have difficulty passing around the circle unless parked vehicles are close to the 
curb. 


The lawn areas need topsoil and seeding. Many sapling trees are growing up in 
the juniper shrub mass and need removal. The junipers themselves are large and 
seem to have outgrown their space, competing with nearby crab apple trees for the 
visual focus on the north edge of the square. 


This space is best maintained by local residents, since it is so closely integrated 


into this residential block. The presence of a handmade sign indicates that 
neighbors already care for the space. 
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Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 


Site Name: Soldiers’ Monument 
Location: South and Centre Streets 
‘Acreage: 0.13 A 

Site Type: Square 


SS 


a net 

Site Description: Soliders’ Monument is a small triangular island at the intersection of South and 

Centre Streets. It is enclosed by a high granite curb and a recently constructed 

steel picket fence. At the center is a large granite Civil War monument. To the 
north is a boulder monument with a missing commemorative plaque flanked by 
two crab apple trees. A flagpole sits at the west end of the green and there are 
two ash trees nearby. The Civil War monument is surrounded by ahedge. A 
narrow three-foot concrete walk edges the park on the south, with a four-foot 
walk on the north and a generous seven-foot walk along South Street. Nearby 

: land uses are residential, commercial and institutional. 

: 

| 


‘ondition Assessments: The curbing, fencing and monuments (except for the missing plaque) are in good 
condition. Two-thirds of the encompassing concrete walks are in fair condition, 
and the remaning one-third is in good condition. Three light poles are missing 
and two others are in good condition. The trees and shrubs are all in good 
condition. However, the trees need improved pruning. 


ajor Site Issues: The square’s Civil War monument is an impressive architectural structure. This 
along with the filagree metal fence gives a dignified historic character to the 
space. Therefore, the modern globe lights around the square are out of character 
and clash with this historic expression. 


The use of inkberry as a shrub around the base of the Civil War monument is not 
the best choice. The shrubs have grown tall and obscure the bottom of the 
monument. Flowers, ground cover or prostrate shrub species would be better 
here. 


In addition, the south sidewalk is too narrow for comfortable passage and is 
partially blocked at the center by a light pole. 


The flagpole is too high in proportion to the monument. 
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eighborhood: Mattapan 


sap Key 


Parks 

1 Harambee (Franklin Field) 

2 Hunt Playground 

3 Thetford Street Play- 
ground 

4 Walker Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


5 Kennnedy (Charles) Plgrd. 
6 Ryan (Msgr.Francis A.) 
School Playgrounds 

7 Lewenburg 

8 Shaw 

9 Taylor 

10 Tileston 


Community Schools 


11 Lee Community School 
12 Mattahunt Community 
School 


Urban Wilds 


13 Baker Chocolate Seawall 
14 Boston State Hospital 

15 Blue Hill Rock 

16 Gladeside I 

17 Gladeside II 

18 Livermore Street 

19 Pendergast Preventorium 
20 Willow Wood Rock 

21 Woodhaven 


Urban Gardens 


22 
23 


Shangri-La Gardens 
Wellington Hill Garden 


Neighborhood: Mattapan 


Inventory 


OSs Name 

Map # 

Parks 

1 Harambee 
(Franklin Field) 

2 Hunt Playground 

3 Thetford Street 
Playground 

4 Walker Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


5 Kennedy (Charles) Plgrd. 
6 Ryan (Msgr.Francis A.) 
School Playgrounds 

7 Lewenburg 

8 Shaw 

9 Taylor 

10 Tileston 


Community Schools 


11 Lee Community 
School 


Mx. 


Location 

(X Streets) 
Blue Hill Avenue & 45.6 R-8 
Talbot Street 
Almont Street 17.81 S-5 
Thetford & Evans Streets 0.69 R-8 
Norfolk Street & Milford 8.91 R-8 
Ave. Extension 
Edgewater Drive 04 R-5 
River Street 6.7 R-5 
Outlook Rd. & 2.73 R-5 
Wellington Street 
Morton & Norfolk Avenue 0.87 R-8 
Gallivan & Morton Streets 1.08 R-5 
Freemont & Babson Streets 1.52 R-5 
155 Talbot Street 2.89 H-1 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


MDC 


MDC 


Schools 


Schools 
Schools 


Schools 


Schools/ 
Comm. Sch. 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


LLF-2;PA;BBC-4;FBF;SF-2; 
TC-6;SHC;fh;b-3 1;L*;df-2; 
tb-2;flg;bl;f;tr-9;SBC-12; 
LB-2;PA;spr;sw;sl;timb 
BBC-2;TC-4;BBF;SBF-3;C; 
SF;L*;PA;df-2;bl;b-26; 
tb-8;tr-2;sw;timb 


BBC;L*;PA;sw;sl;timb; 
tb-5;tr;b-12 


SBF-2;BBC-1&1/2;TC-4; 


PA;sw;sl;timb;b-12;L*; 
df-2;bl;f;tr-4;shltr 


sw;PA;sl 


sl-6;sw-6;b-20;PA;TC-2; 
BBC-2;wp;shltr 


(6-8);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 
(K-5);partially paved lot 


(Special Education) 


(Education;gym;BBC;pool) 


Neighborhood: Mattapan 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
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OS Name Location 

Map # (X Streets) 

12 Mattahunt Community 100 Hebron Street 9.44 

School 

Urban Wilds 

13 Baker Chocolate Seawall Central Ave. 1.49 

14 Boston State Hospital Morton Street & American 34 
Legion Highway 

15 Blue Hill Rock Shandon Rd., Franklin 20.33 
Hill, & Blue Hill Aves. 

16 Gladeside I River St. 4.5 

17 Gladeside II Gladeside Ave. 1.09 

18 Livermore Street Livermore Street 30 

19 Pendergast Preventorium Livermore Street 20.8 

20 Willowwood Rock Willowood, Dumas, 0.16 
& Woodrow Sts. 

21 Woodhaven Woodhaven St., Cummins 2.1 


Urban Gardens 
22 Shangri-La Gardens 


23 Wellington Hill Garden 


Hwy, & Blue Hill Ave. 


54 Messenger Street . 


27 Wellington Hill Street * 


S-5 


H-1 


R-5 


S-5 


R-8 


S-5 


S-5 


R-5 


Schools/ 
Comm. Sch. 


Private 


State 


BRA 


City 


City 


City 


City 


B.C.C. 


City 


Private 


(Counseling;Day Care; 
Education;BBC;Pool;Gym) 


Asphalt parking lot; 
concrete seawall;mudflat 


Marsh; open field 

Rock outcropping;hillside 
Woodland;shrub and tree 
swamp; boulders 


Rock outcropping;woodland 


Woodland;meadow;rock 
outcropping; wet areas 


Slope; woodland;wild 
floweres;meadow;wet areas 


Slate rock outcropping;flat 
vacant land;trees & scrub 


growth 


Rock outcropping;dense 
woodland;informal play area 


Vegetables;flowers 


Flowers;vegetables 
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Neighborhood: Mattapan 


Site Name: Harambee (Franklin Field) 
Location: Blue Hill and Talbot Avenues 
Acreage: 45.59 A 

Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: Harambee (formerly Franklin Field) is a very large park that has been developed 
with athletic fields and courts as well as playgrounds. The park also incorporates 
an MDC skating rink/pool complex and a city tennis complex. Several groves of 
large post oak trees are located along the eastern boundaries of the park, while the 
western edge of the park is planted with mature trees and embellished with well- 
constructed stone walls. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements vary considerably in condition. The stone walls, 
sports lights and most of the fencing are in good condition. The benches vary 
from good condition to unusable. The pedestrian paving is generally in fair 
condition, although some sections are very poor. Recently constructed granite 
block seat-walls are of poor workmanship. The athletic courts are generally in 
good condition. Two of the soccer fields are badly worn and compacted, and the 
third has an irregular slope. One Little League field is in overall good condition. 
The second needs restoration. One of the two cricket pitches is in good condition, 
while the second is in poor condition. The playgrounds are generally in poor 
condition. The trees are mostly in good condition, but, staking wires need to be 
removed. Several oaks on the Talbot Avenue playground are in decline. The 
grass is mostly in fair condition, and is poorly mowed. A large area behind the 
MDC complex has poor drainage. 


Major Site Issues: Harambee offers great potential to satisfy the area’s active recreational needs, but 
there are several problems that work against this. Maintenance of fields and 
courts, grass areas and trash is inadequate. The circulation system is inadequate 
as well, and there is a need to develop pedestrian links between park areas, plus a 
walkway along Westview Street. Additional issues include the visual dominance 
of MDC and park buildings, which block park access and visibility. The large 
trees on the Talbot Avenue playground are suffering from being encased in 
pavement. 


Neighborhood: Mattapan 


Site Name: Hunt Playground 


Location: Almont Street 
Acreage: 17.81 A 


Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


ajor Site Issues: 


Hunt Playground is a large, multi-purpose park located on the west side of 
Almont Street near its junction with Blue Hill Avenue. The park has very limited 
road frontage. In addition to entrance from Almont Street, park access is gained 
from a small abutting lot off Orlando Street, as well as at the ends of Culbert and 
Favre Streets. The eastern half of the park consists of a high, dry rocky area with 
a natural oak and black birch woodland. In the western half of the site below 
steep slopes with rock outcroppings there is a large field sports area with a cricket 
field, softball, Little League and soccer fields. Along Almont Street there are 
tennis and basketball courts, a recreation building and a small playground area. A 
stone wall edges the park along Almont Street. Surrounding land uses are 
residential. 


The standard park-built elements vary considerably in condition from good to 
unusable. The sports courts are mostly in good condition, but backboards need 
repair and tennis net poles need hardware. The playing fields are in fair condi- 
tion, but the infields need major repair and reconstruction. The center of the 
soccer field is badly worn and the soil is compacted. The two playgrounds are in 
poor and minimally usable condition. The trees are mostly in good condition. 
Recently planted linden trees have not had their guy wires removed, and wires are 
starting to girdle the trunks. Grass is mostly in good condition, although not well- 
maintained. Renovations to the park are scheduled by the City. 


Inadequate maintenance, vandalism and inappropriate use have caused damage 
and deterioration. The limited amount of road frontage in combination with the 
three-and-one-half-foot stone wall makes park supervision particularly difficult, 
and likely aggravates vandalism and use problems. Access and circulation are 
also very limited, and every access point has a chain across it. Desire lines in the 
park indicate a need for further pathway development. Equipment in the play area 
is inadequate if this is to be used as a neighborhood playground. 
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Neighborhood: Mattapan 


Site Name: Thetford Street Playground 
Location: Thetford Avenue and Evans Street 
Acreage: 0.69 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Thetford Street Playground is a rectangular park on the corner of Thetford 
Avenue and Evans Streets. A sitting area with a large adjacent playground is 
located on the corner. The sitting area is shaded by a grove of linden trees. In the 
north corner of the park is a basketball court with an adjacent paved area for free 
play. There are two entry points into the park. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: The benches and sports lights are in good condition. Most of the fence is in fair 
condition. The picnic tables and some sections of the fence are in poor to 
unusable condition. The basketball court surface is in good condition. One of the 
backboards needs replacement. The playground equipment is mostly in fair 
condition, but requires immediate repair of some equipment and sanding of rough ~ 
surfaces. The sand play surface is in poor condition and needs replenishment. 

The trees are for the most part in good condition. The grass is very poorly 
maintained. 


Major Site Issues: Inadequate maintenance, excessive pavement and insufficient entrances give 
Thetford Street Playground an unattractive and uninviting appearance. The play 
equipment appears to be heavily used and needs more regular repair than it 
receives. The picnic area is overgrown, vandalized and therefore not a comfort- 
able place to use. Broken glass is a major problem in the park. Holes in the 
perimeter fence and desire lines indicate a need for more access points and 
improvement of the path system. The Evans Street entrance needs an access 
control structure to prevent cars from being driven into the park. 
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‘Neighborhood: Mattapan 


Site Name: Walker Playground 

Location: Norfolk Street and Milford Avenue Extension 
Acreage: 3.0 A 

‘Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Walker Playground is a somewhat rectangular park between the Conrail railroad 
tracks on the south and Norfolk Street on the north. To the west is Milford 
Avenue Extension and an undeveloped lot. To the east are residences and the 
dead end of Astoria Street. Two houses on Norfolk Street are inholdings within 
what would otherwise be a rectangular park. 


A playground and open-air shelter are located on the corner of Norfolk and 
Milford, behind which is a puddingstone outcropping with the ruins of a stone 
building. The park contains tennis and basketball courts and softball fields. 
Adjacent land uses are residential, for Conrail and undeveloped. 


‘ondition Assessments: Standard park-built elements vary considerably in condition from good to 
unusable. The basketball and two tennis courts are in fair condition, and in need 
of hardware and new fixtures in several cases. Two tennis courts are unusable 
and need to be entirely renovated. The play structures are in poor to unusable 
condition. The softball fields need new infields and one new backstop. The 
outfield grass is fair and not well- maintained. The trees are in fair condition and 
the lawn is worn and unmowed in many areas. 


lajor Site Issues: The topography, rock outcroppings and naturally occurring tree growth are 
special scenic features of Walker Playground. With the exception of the circula- 
tion system, its overall layout is good. However, the park is severely vandalized 
and poorly maintained. It appears unkempt and uncared for, and many facilities 
barely function. Dumping of trash and the deteriorated fence along Norfolk Street 
give the park an unattractive and uninviting appearance. The circulation system 
does not adequately respond to entrance from Astoria Street, and there are 
prominent desire lines that have developed as a result. The location of tennis 
courts in the east end of the park is isolated and creates a narrow, alley-like 
passage between courts and adjacent residences. The design of recent improve- 
ments has created unmowable grass strips. The remains of a railroad overpass 
should be inspected for stability and most likely removed. 


Neighborhood: Mattapan 


Site Name: Willowwood Rock 

Location: Winston and Willowwood Roads 
Acreage: 0.16 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 
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Site Description: Willowwood Rock is a small parcel of land on the east side of Willowwood Road. 
A significant area of vacant land lies to the north of the site. Residences abut the 
property to the east and south. The site is mostly wooded except for the area 
adjacent to the road, which is covered with abandoned cars. There is a rock 
outcropping within the woods with a steep slope above it, which is eroding from 
foot traffic. The land directly to the north is a long rectangular site about two- 
thirds of which is meadow adjacent to the road. This site also exhibits rock 
outcroppings, steep, eroding banks and a section of stone wall. This area of 
Mattapan has a large number of vacant parcels of land. 


Major Site Issues: Willowwood Rock has some outstanding natural features, but, it has been 
severely disturbed by dumping of refuse, from domestic rubbish to vehicles. 
There is no area of the site without debris, and a major cleaning effort will be 
needed to restore the site. The city-owned land is quite small. However, if the 
adjacent vacant parcel were to be incorporated, there would be sufficient room for 
park or community garden development. 


orth 
Dorchester 


: North Dorchester 


_ Neighborhood 


Chapter Contents 


Map of Neighborhood's Open Space 


Map Key 


Inventory 


XI-5 


iptions 


Selected Site Descr 


ttt a a a I Nt ROA A 


St ee eee =~ a 


Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Map of Neighborhood's Open Space 
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eighborhood: North Dorchester 


fap Key 


Parks 


7 
8 
9 
1 


S 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


Allen Park 

Belden Street Tot Lot 
Columbia Point Play- 
ground 

Deer Street Park 
Dorset Street Tot Lot 
Downer Avenue Play- 
ground 

McConnell Park 
Quincy Street Play Area 
Ryan Play Area 

Savin Hill Park 


11 Malibu Beach 
12 Meaney Park 

13 Richardson Square 
14 Savin Hill Beach 
Squares / Malls 

15 Coppens Square 
16 Everett Square 
17 Kane Square 

18 Mullen Square 
School Playgrounds 

19 Clapp 

20 Dever 

21 Everett 

22 Mather 

23 Russell 


Recreation Centers 


24 


Upham’s Corner Muni. 
Bldg. 


Urban Wilds 


25 
26 


27 
28 


29 


Columbia Point 

Fernald Terrace (Fernald 
Rock) 

The “Humps” 
Meetinghouse Hill 
Overlook 

Patten’s Cove 


Urban Gardens 


30 Alexander Street Garden 

31 Magnolia & Woodford 
Garden 

32 Mount Vernon Street 
Garden 

33 Roseclair Street Garden 

34 Virginia-Monadnock 
Garden 

Cemeteries 

35 Dorchester North Ceme- 
tery 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Inventory 


OSs Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (for legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Allen Park Adams, Winter & Church 1.29 R-8 Parks b-5;df;f;M;tr-2;passive 
Streets walkway 
2 Belden Street Tot Lot Belden Street 02 Ll Real Prop. Abandoned Play Lot 
3 Columbia Point Monticello Avenue : H-2-D Parks Currently under renovation 
Playground 
4 Deer Street Park Deer St. btwn. Savin Hill 0.2 H-1 Parks SBF;L*; clb 
Ave. & Roach St. 
5 Dorset Street Tot Lot Dorset Street . H-1 Real Prop. Abandoned Play Lot 
6 Downer Avenue Downer Ave. near 0.78 R-8 Parks BBC;L*;PA;timb;sw; 
Playground DeWolf St. b-10;df;f;tr-2 
7 McConnell Park Springdale St. opposite 6.3 S-5 Parks BBF;SBF;LLF;PA;M;L*; 
Playstead Rd. sw;timb;b-22;df-3;tb-4; 
tr-3;bl 
8 Quincy Street Play Area Quincy & Stanley Sts. 0.38 R-8 Parks PA;sl;sw;f;tb-6;b-6;tr-3 
9 Ryan Play Area Harbor View St. & 0.64 H-1 Parks BBC;PA;timb;sl;sw;tr-2; 
Dorchester Ave. b-10;spr;tb-2;f;df;flg;shltr 
10 Savin Hill Park Grampian Way & 8.2 S-5 Parks BBC;TC-4;M;L*;PA;sl; 
Alpine Way timb;df;bl;tr-2;b-2 
Parks (other jurisdictions) 
11 Malibu Beach Morrissey Boulevard 12.6. :5-0 MDC Swimming;family 
recreation;PA;rr 
12 Meaney Park Pleasant & Pond Streets 0.22 R-8 MDC BBC-1/2;STBC;M;PA; 
timb;sw;sl;f 
13 Richardson Square Columbia Rd, Pond, & 1.06 R-8 MDC flg;wf;STBC 
E. Cottage Sts. 
14 Savin Hill Beach Morrissey Boulevard 42 S-5 MDC Swimming;family 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 


Squares /Malls 


15 Coppens Square Bowdoin, Adams, & 03 R-8 Parks b-4;wf 


Church Streets 
16 Everett Square Massachusetts Avenue 0.03 B-1 Parks Passive green space 
& Columbia Road 
17 Kane Square Bowdoin, Winter & 0.04 R-8 Parks Passive green space 
Hancock Streets 
18 Mullen Square Btwn 2 Branches of 0.24 R-8 Parks f;tr-1 
Edison Green 
School Playgrounds 
19 Clapp 35 Harvest Street 0.32 H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 
20 Dever Mt. Vernon Street 1 H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 
21 Everett 71 Pleasant & Sawyer Sts. 0.13 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 
22 Mather 31 Church Street opp. 2.22 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 
Fruean Place 
23 Russell 750 Columbia Road 0.93 H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 
ecreation Centers 
4 Upham’s Comer Muni. 500 Columbia Road 0.27 B-1 Real Prop./ Small seatingarea;L* (health 
bldg. (near Bird Street) - Comm. Sch. services;library;gym) 
Urban Wilds 
2S Columbia Point Columbia Point 89 H-2-D U Mass Shoreline;marsh;grasses 
16 Fernald Terrace(Fernald Fernald Terrace off 0.06 R-8 BCC Rock outcropping;passive 
Rock) Quincy St. green space 
"7 The “Humps” Howe Street 0.76 R-8 Private Woodland;slopes 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


OS Name 

Map # 

28 Meetinghouse Hill 
Overlook 

29 Patten’s Cove 


Urban Gardens 


30 Alexander Street Garden 


31 Magnolia & Woodford 
Garden 

32 Mount Vernon Street 
Garden 

33 Roseclair Street Garden 

34 Virginia-Monadnock 
Garden 

Cemeteries 

35 Dorchester North 
Cemetery 
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Location 

(X Streets) 
East, Winter, & Adams 2.82 
Sts. (off Bowdoin St.) 
Morrissey Blvd. LE Wf 
85-87 Alexander Street 0.15 
Magnolia & Woodford Sts.0.2 


265 Mount Vernon St. * 
(nr. St. Christopher’s) 


37 Roseclair St. near * 
Everett Sq. 


21-23 Monadnock Street 0.18 


Columbia Rd. & 
Stoughton St. 


3.27 


R-8 


M-1/ 
R-8 


H-1 


L-1 


H-1 


B-1 


PFD 


MDC 


Private 


Parks 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


Man-made overlook area 


Harbor shoreline;tidal 
cove;salt water marsh;tidal 
flats 


f;flowers;rock outcrop; 
shrubs;PA 


f;overgrown vegetation 


Flowers;vegetables 


f;flowers;shed;PA;timb-2; 
sl;b-3 


Historic Cemetery 


Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Allen Park 

Location: Adams, Winter and Church Streets 
Acreage: 1.29 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Allen Park is a triangular site located at the high point of this North Dorchester 

. area. The site slopes down from the old Dorchester Meeting House. It is en- 
closed by Adams, Winter and Church Streets, and it functions like a town 
common. Its simple design of grass, trees, paths and benches is very appropriate 
to this function. There is a partial allee of Norway maples planted along part of 
the central pathway. A few other trees are located in the upper area of the green. 
The park is highlighted by a Civil War monument. Residential and institutional 
uses surround the site. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition. Only one bench is in 

fair condition. Unfortunately, graffiti lends a deteriorated character to the park. 
The tree plantings are in fair condition. The most recent planting of Norway 
maples along the central path appear to be growing poorly. Although they have 
Sustained trunk damage, there is most likely another cause for their lack of vigor. 
Numerous rock outcroppings on the site suggest that shallow soil and consequent 
dryness may be a factor. The turf is in fair to good condition, although not well 
maintained. There are several barren areas in the lawn. 


‘Major Site Issues: Allen Park has great potential to serve the function of a rich green central com- 

: mon for this neighborhood. In order to do this more successfully, however, its 
primary elements of trees, pathways and monument need to be used more 
effectively. The overall appearance of the site is exposed and barren, and there 
needs to be a stronger planting of trees. Use of Norway maples and lindens 
should be avoided in favor of trees that are less used in the urban street environ- 
ment and convey a more park-like character. Trees should be used that can 
survive in the soil conditions of the site. Planting should also seek to strengthen 
the park entrances. 


The monument is an important focal point of historic interest to the site, and 
should be incorporated into the path system. At present, pathways pass close by 
but do not embrace it. 


Improved maintenance, particularly of the lawn, which is another key element of 
the space, would greatly enhance its presence on the street. 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Columbia Point Playground 
Location: Monticello Avenue 
Acreage: 33.29 A 

Site Type: Playfield 


es 


Site Description: Columbia Point Playground is a large irregularly shaped area along the north 
shore of the Columbia Point peninsula. At present the site is entirely under 
construction for new housing development. All structures will be demolished in 
the course of the present undertaking. 


Location of future park facilities is part of the over-all master plan for the 


Major Site Issues: : oie 3 
renovation of Columbia Point. 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Deer Street Park 


- Location: Deer Street 
_ Acreage: 0.2A 
Site Type: Playlot 


_ Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


‘Major Site Issues: 


See eae a eeerreeemeermccermrner on 


Deer Street Park is a small rectangular site located on the west side of Deer Street. 
To the north the site abuts the Colonel Daniel Marr Boy's and Girl's Club, to the 
south a parking lot, and to the west residences. Enclosed with a four-foot chain- 
link fence, the park has a large metal and wood play structure enclosed with a 
timber edge and a bituminous concrete path. Surrounding the play area is a strip 
of grass with several trees. The western edge of the park is a moderately steep 


grassy slope. 


The improvements to this park are recently constructed and all are in good to 
excellent condition, except plantings. About half the trees have died. The 
remaining trees are in fair condition. The recently installed sod is under heavy 
use and is starting to fail. 


Improvements to Deer Street Park were constructed and are maintained by the 
Boy's and Girl's Club. The design of the park has several shortcomings. The 
grass strip will very likely be worn out by children’s play. The grass in the area 
along Deer Street would survive better if the fence was adjacent to the sidewalk 
bordering the play structure, thereby separating the grass and trees from active 
use. This would best support growth, and provide shade and a pleasant green 
space along the edge of the play area. The grass slope on the west side of the park 
will probably be worn out by play as well. A low retaining wall or some other 
means of controlling access to this area would be desirable. 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Downer Avenue Playground 
Location: Downer Avenue 

Acreage: 0.78 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Downer Avenue Playground is a long rectangular park on the south side of 
Downer Avenue. The southern edge of the park abuts a very steep slope falling 
off to the Public Works Department storage yard. To the east and west the park 
abuts residences. On the western edge of the park is a very long set of concrete 
and stone stairs providing access to Hancock Street from Downer Avenue. There 
is a six-foot cobblestone wall topped by a five-foot chain-link fence with barbed 
wire along the north park edge. The main access to the park leads from Downer 
Avenue to a concrete overlook with high chain-link fencing. To the east of the 
entry walk is a basketball court. To the west is a playground. Trees frame the 
park around its edges. Surrounding land uses are residential and municipal. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are in fair to poor condition. The basketball 
court is unusable because there are no rims. The playground is barely functional, 
badly overgrown with vegetation and vandalized. The trees are mostly in good 
condition. The grass is in very poor condition. Renovations to the park are 
scheduled by the City. 


Major Site Issues: Lack of maintenance and vandalism have combined to make Downer Avenue 
Playground appear abandoned and extremely deteriorated. This appearance is 
aggravated by high chain-link fencing and barbed wire along Downer Avenue. 
The concrete overlook is massive and imposing, and chain-link fencing is missing 
along one edge. 


Access to the Public Works Department storage yard needs to be better con- 
trolled, and improvements along the boundary between the park and yard are 
needed. One entrance into the park appears insufficient, and additional entrances 
should be developed which respond to desired access points. 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 
Site Name: McConnell Park 


Acreage: 6.2 A 
Site Type: Playfield 


‘Site Description: 


"Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


‘Location: Springdale Street and Playstead Road 


McConnell Park is a large active recreational park with baseball, softball, and 
Little League fields located between the Southeast Expressway on the west and 


the Savin Hill Beach on the south. To the east there is a parking area surrounding 


a cul-du-sac with the residential areas of Savin Hill to the north and east. The 
ballfield area has a linear planting of Norway maples along the east and south 
edges. Between the parking area and the water is a large playground with sitting 
areas. There is a stone monument surrounded by a metal fence. 


Most of the standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The 
playing fields are in fair to poor condition. There are depressions where water 
ponds. Percolation through the soil is poor and the grass is badly worn in areas. 
The tree plantings are in generally good condition. The playground varies in 
condition. The concrete structures are in good condition. However, they have 
low play value. Most of the swings are broken. The mulched play surface is in 
poor condition and full of glass. The concrete surface is in fair condition, but is 
not an appropriate surface for play. Renovations to the ballfields, playground and 
sitting area by the monument are planned by the City. 


The general layout of facilities in McConnell Park is good. However, the parking 
area around the cul-du-sac needs organization and vehicular access control needs 
to be established to prevent cars from entering the site. The major issue for the 
site is the condition of ballfields and playground. Both of these will be addressed 
in the scheduled renovations. When this is completed, it is important that the park 
receive higher levels of maintenance than it does at present, to prevent a repeated 
cycle of deterioration. 


x9 


Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Quincy Street Play Area 
Location: Quincy and Stanley Streets 
Acreage: 0.38 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Quincy Street Play Area is a small rectangular site on the corner of Quincy and 
Stanley Streets. Residences abut the park on the north and west. Most of the park 
is a depressed area below a rock outcropping. There are concrete steps that go up, 
then down into the site from Quincy Street. From Stanley Street three sets of 
steps lead down into the park. On the outside edge of the park along the streets is 
a wide grass bank with two old pear trees and the rock outcropping. A play- 
ground and sitting area is located at the center of the park. Surrounding land uses 
are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for the 
drinking fountain and one set of steps. Although all the concrete play structures 
are in good condition, most of the wood and metal structures are deteriorated. 
The grass is in poor condition. In some areas it is most likely due to the shallow 
depth of soil near the rock outcropping. The trees are in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: The overall layout of Quincy Street Play Area is good. The overriding need for 
the park is the replacement of play structures, equipment that has greater play 
values, and renovation of the play surface. 


Entrance into the park from Quincy Street would be more pleasant if it were at the 
same grade as the sidewalk. This would also facilitate maintenance of the park. 
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“Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Ryan Play Area 

Location: Harbor View Street and Dorchester Avenue 
Acreage: 0.64 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Ryan Play Area is a small trapezoidal site on the corner of Dorchester Avenue and 
Harbor View Street. Residential and commercial use abuts it on the north and 
east. The park is elevated above the streets and is framed by sloping strips of 
grass with trees along the road sides. The park is reached by two sets of stairs. 
The entire interior of the park is paved except for five small areas with sand for 
play structures. A basketball court is located in the northeast corner of the site as 
well as a spray pool area. The remainder of the park is laid out with benches and 
play structures. An open-air shelter is located near Harbor View Street. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for one light 
which is vandalized and inoperable, and some sections of fence which need 
repair. The basketball court is in fair condition. The playground equipment is in 
good condition. Some of the curbs need resetting and all sand areas need addi- 
tional sand. Renovations to the park are scheduled by the City. 


Major Site Issues: Ryan Play Area does not appear to be vandalized, and has aged well since its 
original construction in 1962. Although all facilities are in good working order, 
the playground would serve children better with play equipment that encouraged 
more varied and interactive play. The site would be greatly enhanced with new 
plantings and refurbished benches. 


The slope down to the sidewalk along Dorchester Avenue and most of Harbor 
View Street is too steep for easy maintenance. Extension of the existing pudding- 
stone wall along these edges would not only facilitate maintenance but would 
make the park more attractive. 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Savin Hill Park 

Location: Grampian and Alpine Ways 
Acreage: 8.26 A 

Site Type: Playfield 


EE 


Site Description: Savin Hill Park is an extraordinary landscape park prominently located at the high 
point of Savin Hill. Grampian Way, Caspian Way and Alpine Way (a dirt road) 
encompass the site. There are residences along the north edge. From its rocky 
summit are magnificent views to the south and east over the Neponset River 
Estuary, Harbor Islands, and Quincy. The landscape of the summit is composed 
of puddingstone outcroppings interspersed with grass meadows. Gnarled stunted 
trees grow in rock crevices. On the lower slopes there are enormous oaks. 

Shrubs and small trees grow along the south and west hillsides and behind 
adjacent residences along the north edge of the park. 


Tennis and basketball courts and a few play structures are located along Grampian 
Way. Granite and puddingstone stairs are constructed in a naturalistic manner to 
provide easy access up the steeply sloping rock outcroppings. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements and sports facilities are all in fair to good 
condition. The play structures are also in fair to good condition, but no safety 
surface is present. The trees are mostly in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Savin Hill Park is a spectacular landscape park with beautiful long distance views. 
However, inappropriate uses including drinking, riding of dirt bikes, setting of 
fires and writing of graffiti has greatly eroded the appearance of this special site. 
The parkland is also being used for parking of cars, which should be prevented. 
This use and the previously mentioned abuse combines with insufficient mainte- 
nance to cause deterioration. Increased maintenance effort should focus on trash 
removal and lawn and tree maintenance. Additional plantings suitable for the dry — 
and exposed site and organization of circulation with careful attention to how 
slopes should be ascended, would improve the use and appearance of the park. 
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Neighborhood: North Dorchester 


Site Name: Coppens Square 


Location: Bowdoin and Adams Streets 


Acreage: 0.3 A 
Site Type: Square 


‘Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Coppens Square is a triangular site prominently located at the center of the 
intersection of Bowdoin, Adams and Church Streets. The park is elevated above 
Bowdoin and Adams Streets. There is a large fountain at the center of the site 
with several benches near it. Large shrub plantings, now quite overgrown, are 
prominently located at each corner of the park. A large purple beech, crab apples 
and evergreen trees are located around the edges of the park. 


There is only one sidewalk for passage along Bowdoin Street, and there are 
several worn paths along Adams and Church Streets. Surrounding land uses are 
residential and institutional. 


All standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The fountain is in 
good condition, with some graffiti. The trees are mostly in good condition, 
although the beech tree has been badly carved and many trees have been used for 
rope swings. The shrub plantings are overgrown, and many trees have seeded 
themselves into the shrub beds. The lawn is mostly in good condition, although 
badly worn in several areas because of the lack of paved pathways. 


Coppens Square serves as an important green space for the area. Its elevation 
above the street and its vegetative cover which screens views of traffic help to 
create a pleasant sitting space. However, vandalism and lack of maintenance have 
contributed to the deterioration and shabby appearance of the park. Shrubs are 
Overgrown and need restoration. Use of the trees for swings is inappropriate and 
indicates a need for a nearby play area. 


Circulation needs to be studied and additional paths installed. Lack of paved 
paths along Adams and Church Streets, as well as within the site, has resulted in 
many worn areas. A simple path system around the fountain and responding to 
entry points would greatly improve the use and appearance of the park. Installa- 
tions of paths should be done carefully to avoid damage to tree roots, particularly 
of the specimen beech. 


The fountain does not operate at present, and since it forms the focal point of the 
space it should be reactivated. 
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Map Key 
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Charter Street Playground 
Columbus Park 

Copps Hill Terrace 
Cutillo Playground 
DeFilippo Playground 
Douglas Court Play Area 
Foster Street Playground 
Langone Park 

Polcari Playground 
Puopolo Playground 
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Squares / Malls 
11 Aquarium Plaza 
12 North Square (Rachel 


Revere Sq.) 
13 Paul Revere Mall 


School Playgrounds 


14 Elliot Playground 
15 Michelangelo Playground 


Recreation Centers & Pools 


16 Nazzaro Recreation 
Center (Polcari Plgnd.) 

17 Mirabella Pool (Puopolo 
Plgnd.) 


18 Steriti Memorial Rink 


Cemeteries 


19 Copp’s Hill Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Inventory 


OS Name 

Map # 

Parks 

1 Charter Street 
Playground 

2 Columbus Park 

3 Copps Hill Terrace 

4 _ Cutillo Playground 

5 DeFilippo Playground 

6 Douglas Court Play Area 

7 Foster Street Playground 

8 Langone Park 

9 Polcari Playground 

10 Puopolo Playground 

Squares / Malls 

11 Aquarium Plaza 

12 North Square (Rachel 
Revere Sq.) 


x2 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Charter Street & 0.25 
Greenough Lane 

Atlantic Avenue 43 
Commercial & Charter Sts.0.6 
Morton & Stillman Sts. 0.29 
Snow Hill Street 1.13 
Douglas Court 0.01 
Foster St. near 0.1 
Commercial St. 

Commercial Street zal 


Btwn North Bennett & 0.4 
Prince Sts. nr. Salem St. 


Commercial Street 4.81 


Central Wharf, East India 0.86 
Row & Milk Street 
North, Prince, & Moon 0,08 
Streets, & Garden Court 


H-3 


B-8 


H-3 


BRA 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Private 


Parks 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


PA;b-5;tb;shrubs 


M;L*;PA;timb;s];df-3;br-3; 
b-124;tr-15;spr-2;pl-21; 
paved plaza;passive green 
space 


L*tr-2;shltr;tb-8;b-10;df; 
paved plaza;passive green 


space 


BBC-3;L*;PA;timb;sw; 
b-5;df;tb;tr 


BBC-2;HB-2;L*;PA-2;sb; 
tr;tb-3;df;b-24 


b-3 

b-2 
LLF;SBF;BC-3;L*;PA;timb; 
sl;b-22;tr-6;df-4;bl; flg; 
passive green space;seawall 
BBC;PA;passive green 
space;currently under 


renovation 


BBC-1&1/2;LLF-2;BC;M; 
L*;f;bl;seawall 


Paved plaza;wf;seawall 
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Neighborhood: North End 


- Recreation Centers & Pools 


16 Nazzaro Rec. Center 
(Polcari Plgnd.) 
17 Mirabella Pool 
(Puopolo Plgnd.) 
18 Steriti Memorial Rink 
Cemeteries 
19 Copp’s Hill Cemetery 


OS Name 
Map # 
13 Paul Revere Mall 
_ School Playgrounds 
14 Elliot Playground 
1S Michelangelo Playground 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Btwn. Hanover & Unity 
Streets 


Charter & Unity Streets 


Charter & Michelangelo 
Streets 


30 North Bennett Street 
Commercial St. & Pier 
at plgnd. 


Commercial Street 


Hull & Snow Hill Sts. 


0.76 


0.22 


0.16 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


2.04 


H-3 


H-3 


H-3 


M-2 


M-2 


Parks 


Schools 


Schools 


Parks/ 
Comm. Sch. 


Parks 


MDC 


Parks 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


M-14;L*;b-23;wf;1;df-3;f; 
tb-10;tr-6;seawall;paved 
plaza 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(6-8);partially paved lot; 
BBC 


(Open Gym;Senior Center; 
BBC) 


(P) 


(Skating) 


Historic Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Charter Street Playground 
Location: Charter Street 

Acreage: 0.25 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 
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Site Description: Charter Street Playground is an irregularly shaped site on the north side of Charter 
Street. There is a sitting area adjacent to the road. The interior of the park 
consists of a cobblestone service access drive for adjacent residences and for park 
maintenance vehicles. The drive also functions for the park as a paved plaza 
surrounded by gardens. To the east are two passive areas with shrub planting 
beds. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The pavement, walls, stairs, lights and steps are all in good to excellent condition. 
The trees and shrubs are mostly in good condition. Some shrubs, however, are 
not doing well. 


Major Site Issues: Charter Street Playground is an attractive park that functions well for viewing and 
relaxing. Given the rich diversity of its plant materials, adequate maintenance can 
best be accomplished by someone with horticultural training. The edge of the 
bark-mulched berm is too steep to be adequately stabilized by the shrubs used 
there, and needs prostrate and stoloniferous shrubs to hold the soil and prevent 
erosion. There are areas in need of additional shrub or groundcover planting. 


The wide entrance needed for vehicular access has also necessitated a long bollard 
and chain control structure and restricts pedestrian entrance to the sides. 
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‘Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Columbus Park 
Location: Atlantic Avenue 
Acreage: 4.3 A 

‘Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Columbus Park is an irregularly shaped park with several distinct areas. It abuts 
Atlantic Avenue on the north and west, the Harbor on the east and a hotel on the 
south. There is a large paved plaza along the harbor edge. Lush plantings frame 
numerous sitting areas. A monumental wisteria-covered pergola is the focal 
element of the park. A play structure is located in the northern park edge and a 
rose garden is being constructed at the western edge of the site. Surrounding land 
uses are commercial and residential. 


Almost every standard park-built element in this park is in good to excellent 
condition. A few lights and a bench need repair. The plantings are almost all in 
good condition. Two trees need to be removed. Some small areas of shrub 
plantings need replanting. The grass is in fair condition and needs increased 
maintenance to sustain the heavy use it receives. The play structure is in fair to 
good condition, and needs replacement of missing parts. 


Prominently situated along the water in a popular neighborhood for visitors and 
residents alike, Columbus Park is a special and important gathering place. It 
serves not only as a place of passive recreation but also as a public space that 
symbolizes a unique section of the City and an immigrant legacy. It receives a 
great deal of use and while it appears fairly well maintained, increased mainte- 
nance of shrub and grass areas as well as litter pick up is needed. In general, it 
has aged well under heavy use. The rose garden under construction is part of the 
park’s original design. 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Copps Hill Terrace 

Location: Commercial and Charter Streets 
Acreage: 0.6 A 

Site Type: Mall 


Site Description: Copps Hill Terrace is a trapezoidal site consisting of a series of terraces facing 
northeast that offers views of Charlestown and Boston Harbor. The western edge 
of the park along Charter Street is enclosed with a high stone wall and arcade 
structure. There are large linden trees shading benches and game tables on the 
upper and largest terrace. A series of stairs and smaller landings is laid out along 
the eastern edge of the park leading to Commercial Street. Housing abuts the 
park on the north and south. There is a graveyard across the street from the park 
on the south and another park across the street on the north. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements including walls and stairs are in good condition 
except for the shelter building which has been burned and is in need of renova- 
tion. Most of the plantings are in good condition, however guy wires have not 
been removed from the trees. Some areas of grass are in poor condition, although 
most are in fair condition. There are numerous trees that have seeded themselves 
into the park and need to be removed. 


Major Site Issues: Copps Hill Terrace is an exceptionally well designed and built park. However, 
vandalism and inadequate maintenance have caused the park to deteriorate and to 
present an uncared for and abandoned appearance. Poor visibility into the site 
may account for the level of vandalism evident on site. The plantings in the park 
need rejuvenation, including replanting in some areas and removal of weed trees. 
Maintenance should focus on ensuring the survival of the large existing trees. 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Cutillo Playground 


Acreage: 0.29 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Yondition Assessments: 


Aajor Site Issues: 


Location: Morton and Stillman Streets 


Cutillo Playground is a somewhat square site near the Southeast Expressway 
between Stillman Street on the north and Morton Street on the south. The park is 
bordered by the walls of abutting residences on the east and west. The park is 
entirely paved except for a sand-surfaced playground area in the eastern third of 
the site. A sitting area is located along Stillman Street. There is a basketball 
court along the west edge of the park abutting Morton Street. At the far south- 
eastern corner there are two basketball backboards. The park is surrounded by 
chain-link fencing. Surrounding land uses are residential and commercial. 


As a whole, this park is in extremely deteriorated condition. The play structures 
are unusable. The sand surface has been extensively used as a dog run. The 
pavement of the basketball courts is in poor to unusable condition, and one 
backboard needs replacement. The walks are covered with graffiti. The fencing 
is in fair to poor condition. Renovations to the park are scheduled by the City. 


Cutillo Playground is extraordinarily bleak, inhospitable and deteriorated. At 
present, it is barely functional. It is a small park in a densely developed area, and 
most likely experiences heavy use. It also has limited road frontage and visibility, 
making it more susceptible to vandalism. Once renovated, continuous upkeep 
will be necessary to maintain this park in good working condition. 


There are no plants in the park, which emphasizes its barren character. Since the 
park is entirely paved and it is open to northwest winds, it provides a very 
inhospitable place for plants. Planned renovations to the park include the addition 
of trees. Care should be taken to provide adequate porous surface around the 
plantings to aid water and oxygen intake and root respiration. Species selection 
should be appropriate for the specific environmental conditions, especially the 


drying winds. 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: De Filippo Playground 
Location: Snow Hill Street 
Acreage: 1.13 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: De Filippo Playground is a triangular site terraced from Snow Hill Street on the 
east to Prince Street on the west. The park abuts a parking garage on the north. 
Residences abut the park on the other edges. The lower third of the park is 
developed for active play with basketball and handball courts. This area also 
functions for stickball and other sports play. Two areas, probably former play- 
grounds, are located in the southern area of the lower terrace. The upper third of 
the park consists of a series of stairs and terraces with benches, picnic tables and 
shade trees stepping up to Snow Hill Street. Surrounding land uses are residential 
and commercial. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are mostly in fair condition. Some benches and 
sections of fence are in poor condition and need repair. The courts, except for one 
basketball backboard which needs a new rim, are all in good condition, although 
badly defaced with graffiti. The trees and grass are mostly in fair condition. 


Major Site Issues: Although De Filippo Playground is well designed and constructed, poor mainte- 
nance and vandalism have caused deterioration and the unsightly appearance of 
the park. With a major renovation effort, including cleaning of the walls which 
are positive decorative elements of the space, the park could be inviting and 
functional. The six-foot steel picket fence along the stairs and terrace is exces- 
sively high and gives a cage-like quality to the park. Playground structures for 
young children should be considered. Additional plantings would greatly enhance 
the park and soften what is now an inordinately hard-surfaced space. 


The access control structure at Snow Hill Street needs to be repaired and the stone 
barriers removed from the entrance. 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Langone Park 
Location: Commercial Street 
Acreage: 2.1 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Langone Park is an elongated site adjacent to Commercial Street on the south. To 
the north the site looks out to the Harbor and Charlestown Navy Yard. A skating 
rink abuts the park on the west and Puopolo Park abuts it on the east. A harbor 
walk runs along the water’s edge and a playground and adjacent sitting area is on 
the western park edge. The center of the site is occupied by a Little League field 
with low concrete bleachers around the infield. There are bocci courts at the 
eastern end of the park enclosed with granite seat walls. The path system and 
sitting areas are well provided with evergreen, flowering and shade trees. Very 
few plants remain of an original shrub planting. Surrounding land uses are com- 
mercial, residential and recreational. 


Condition Assessments: Although there is a great deal of graffiti, most of the standard park-built elements 
are in good condition. All pedestrian lights are gone and some vandalism to trash 
receptacles is evident. The bocci courts and Little League field are basically in 
good condition, except for the turf which is worn in places. The soil is com- 
pacted. 


The playground is in fair to poor condition and requires major repair work. 
Several areas of the structure have been burned. The trees are generally in good 
condition. The remaining shrubs are in fair condition and need improved mainte- 
nance. The grass is in fair to poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: Langone Park has well integrated active play facilities with an inviting and 
attractive passive landscape along the water’s edge. Park edges not adjacent to 
play facilities are richly planted. Although most structures are sound, a great 
amount of vandalism gives a deteriorated and uninviting appearance to the park. 
This is heightened by random placement of blocks of stone to prevent vehicular 
access into the park. An access control gate and guardrails would resolve the 
problem. The playground is subject to considerable vandalism and needs major 
repair and renovation. 


Further development of the east section of the park linking it to Puopolo Park 
should be a priority. 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Polcari Playground 
Location: North Bennett Street 
Acreage: 0.4A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Polcari Playground is a small, somewhat rectangular site between North Bennett 
Street on the north and Prince Street on the south. A City of Boston recreation 
building abuts the park along the northwest edge and a former school building, 
now redeveloped as condominiums, abut it on the southwest. Apartment build- 
ings abut the park on the east. The site is undergoing complete reconstruction. 
Remains of a steel picket fence edge the North Bennett Street sidewalk. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assekentont alin The site is entirely disturbed by reconstruction. The steel picket fence is in fair to 
poor condition. 
Major SiteIssues: Because Polcari Playground is in a densely built neighborhood, it is subject to 


severe reflected heat off adjacent buildings and pavement. Plantings in the park 
will have to withstand these conditions as well as poor rubble soil. It is important 
that design consider plant locations to provide a good rooting environment that 
will ensure survival. This small park area is likely to receive heavy use, and 
design should consider protective measures for plants. 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Puopolo Playground 
Location: Commercial Street 
Acreage: 4.81 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Puopolo Playground is a rectangular site located on the north side of Commercial 
Street. The park abuts Boston Harbor and Mirabella Pool to the north. Langone 
Park abuts the site to the west. The park is developed with Little League/softball 
fields located at the Commercial Street edge. Long concrete bleachers and a cut 
granite wall are located along the street edge. Basketball courts are located at the 
northwest edge of the park adjacent to the harbor. There is a bocci court at the 
northeast corner. There are two trees located at the west entry to the park. 


Condition Assessments: The wall and most fencing is in fair condition. The basketball court is deterio- 
rated, and the two ballfields are in poor condition. The concrete bleachers are in 
fair to poor condition. The bocci court is unusable. 


Major Site Issues: Puopolo Playground, with its beautiful water views and finely made stone wall, 
has enormous potential to be an attractive park that can serve active and passive 
recreational needs. Scheduled renovations will greatly improve what is presently 
a very deteriorated park. The planned addition of trees will alleviate the barren 
quality of the site. Linkage with adjacent Langone Park would offer the opportu- 
nity to expand the park with more passive use areas. 
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Neighborhood: North End 


Site Name: Paul Revere Mall 
Location: Hanover and Unity Streets 
Acreage: 0.76 A 

Site Type: Mall 
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Paul Revere Mall is a long, cross-shaped site stretching between Hanover Street 
on the east and Unity Street on the west. Along the north and south park edges 
there are brick walls with integral concrete seating. Residential buildings abut the 
park on the south, and a school and commercial buildings abut it on the north. A 
restroom building, now closed, is located in a corner of the north wall. The park 
is entirely paved with brick and concrete, and there are granite benches and linear 
plantings of linden trees throughout. The park is highlighted with a statue of Paul 
Revere at the Hanover Street entrance and a granite fountain in the center. 
Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial and institutional. 


Site Description: 


The standard park-built elements are in good condition. However, the park needs 
a major cleaning effort and repair to the deteriorated sections of walls and paving. 
Trees are in need of pruning. 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: The original design and quality of workmanship of Paul Revere Mall is 
extraordinary and historically significant, designed by Arthur Shurtcliff, one of 
Olmstead’s succesors. It has a prominent position along the Freedom Trail and is 
frequented by residents as well as visitors to the North End. For these reasons it 
should be maintained in excellent condition. The park needs to have the masonry 
cleaned, the graffiti removed, and repointing completed. The fountain should be 
restored, including repair of the fountainhead, and removal of the hose bibb 
presently installed. 


Concrete planters at the entrance are too small and not well located to make a 
strong visual impact on the site. Flower planting should be more generous in 
scale and located around the fountain to serve as a compelling invitation into the 
center of the park. 
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_ Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Map Key 


Parks 


1 Adams Park (Roslindale 
Sq.) 


2 Archdale Hsg. Dev. (Rec. 


Center) 
3 Fallon Field 
4 Healy Playground 
5 Hillside St. Play Area 
(Poplar) 
McGann Park 
Parkman Playground 
Savage Mini Park 
Washington & Beech St. 
Hsg. Dev. 
10 Wright Golf Course 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 
11 Cardillo Playground 


12 Joyce Kilmer Park 
13 Pagel Playground 


Squares/Malls 


14 Emmel Square 


School Playgrounds 
15 Bates 

16 Conley 

i7 Irving 

18 Mozart 


19 Philbrick 


Recreation Centers 


20 Archdale Recreation 
Center 

21 Healy Pool (Flaherty Pool) 

22 Roslindale Municipal 
Building 

Urban Wilds 

23 Boston State Hospital 

24 Bussey Brook 

25 Canterbury I 

26 Canterbury II 

27 Eldon Street 

28 Grew Avenue 

29 Metropolitan Avenue 


Urban Gardens 


30 Leland Street 

31 Southwest Boston Garden 
Cemeteries 

32 Walter Street Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Inventory 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Adams Park Washington & South 0.78 B-1 Parks M-3;L*;b-4;tr-2;f;flg 
(Roslindale Sq.) Streets 
2 Archdale Hsg. Dev. Washington Street & 0.53 R-8 BHA / Abandoned play areas throughout 
Archdale Road Parks housing development 
3 Fallon Field South & Robert Streets 7.57 R-5 Parks BBF;BBC-2;FBF;TC;SHC; 
M;L*;PA;bar;sw;timb;s]; 
sb;b-6;df-2;tr-4; b;tb-2 
4 Healy Playground Washington Street & 9.63 R-5 Parks BBF;SBF;LLF;BBC-2;L*; 
Firth Road b-8;df-3;b];(P) 
5 Hillside St. Play Area Poplar Street btwn Hillside 0.44 R-5 Parks Undeveloped greenspace 
(Poplar) Ave. & Delano Park 
6 McGann Park West Street opp. Ashville 0.38 S-3 Parks PA 
Road (in Golf Course) 
7 Parkman Playground Wachusett Street 2.06 S-5 Parks LLF-2;BBC;L*;PA;sw; 
timb;s];b-10;df;spr; 
tb-3;tr 
8 Savage Mini Park Birch Street & Belgrade 0.02 B-2 Parks M; greenspace 
Avenue 
9 Washington & Beech St. Washington & Beech 050-5 BHA BBC-1&1/2;PA;b-2; 
Hsg. Dev. Streets j undeveloped lot 
10 Wright Golf Course East Boundry & Poplar 158.48 S-3 _— Parks Golf Course (18-hole) 
Streets 
Parks (other jurisdictions) 
11 Cardillo Playground Hyde Park Ave. & 03 L-5 MDC Abandoned play area ‘ 
Blakemoor St. 
12 Joyce Kilmer Park Center, Weld, & Walter 14.2 S-3 Harvard f;path system; undeveloped 
Streets 
13 Pagel Playground Hyde Park Ave. & 19 H-1 M.D.C. TC-2; sw-2 
Dellmore Sts. 
xm 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


oe rl 


OS Name 

Map # 

Squares/Malls 

14 Emmel Square 
School Playgrounds 

15 Bates 

16 Conley 

17 Irving 

18 Mozart 

19 Philbrick 


Recreation Centers 


20 Archdale Recreation 
Center 

21 Healy Pool 
(Flaherty Pool) 

22 Roslindale Municipal 
Building 

Urban Wilds 

23 Boston State Hospital 


South Conway & 0.02 R-5 
South Sts. a 

Btwn. Cedrus & Beech 1.38 R-5 
Streets 

Poplar St. & Chisholm 1.63 S-5 
Road 

Between Cummins 247 R-5 
Highway & Hawthorne St. 

Beech & Havana Sts. 0.56 S-5 
Philbrick & Jewett Sts. 0.56 R-5 
Washington St. & (Pk#2) R-8 
Archdale Rd. 

Firth Road N/A_ R-5 
6 Cummins Highway N/A B-1 
(Ros.Sq.) 

Morton St. & American 34 S-5 


Legion Hwy. 


Parks 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Parks 


Parks/ 
Comm. 
Schools 


Real Prop/ 


Comm. 
Schools 


State 


Undeveloped green space; 
traffic island 


(k-5);partially paved 
playground ; 


(k-5);partially paved 
playground 


(6-8);partially paved 
playground 


(k-5);partially paved 
playground 


(k-5);partially paved 
playground 


Rec. bldg.;Open 1974/ 
Closed 1975—1e-use under 
study 

(P);Open 1977/Closed 
1981—renovation underway, 
estimated Fall ’87 opening 


(Education; Senior center;G) 


Marsh;open field 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

24 Bussey Brook South Street & Asticou 20.1 R-5 BoA: Swamp; wetland;open field 
Road 

25 Canterbury I Canterbury, Poplar, yo PED ee BCC Rock outcropping;marsh; 
Hillburn, & Seymour Sts. woodland 

26 Canterbury II Canterbury St. & 68.32 S-5 Private/ Woodland;meadow;open 
American Legion Hwy. State field 

27 Eldon Street Eldon St. 11.04 S-5 Private/ Wetlands;marsh 

City 
28 Grew Avenue Grew Ave. & Mansur St. 11.98 S-5 Private Grass hillside; woodland; 
rock outcropping 

29 Metropolitan Avenue Metropolitan Ave., 25 R-5/S-5 Private Woodland; grass hillside 
Clarendon Pk. & 
Whitford PI. 

Urban Gardens 

30 Leland Street 2-6 Leland & Wachusett * R-8 BNAF Vegetables;flowers 
Sts. 

31 Southwest Boston Rowe Street atCummins 0.47 R-5 MBTA Flowers;berry plants; trees; 

Garden Highway shrubs;f 
Cemeteries 
32 Walter Street Cemetery WalterSt.nearMendum 0.8 S-3 Parks Historic Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Site Name: Adams Park 

Location: Washington and South Streets 
Acreage: 0.78 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Adams Park is a triangular parcel in the commercial center of Roslindale at the 
intersection of Washington Street, Cummins Highway and South Street. It is 
surrounded by commercial land uses. The site has a perimeter sidewalk as well as 
internal paths responding to major points of access. The focal point of the space 
is a granite war memorial in the western corner of the park. A flagpole and a 
commemorative urn are placed on either side of the main pathway. The green is 
surrounded by a steel picket fence and a planting of linden trees. Shrub and 
flower beds highlight the park. There are Victorian-style lamps along the 
pathways, and benches along the southern edge of the park. 


Condition Assessments: On the whole, the standard park-built elements are in good condition. Except for 
two small damaged sections, the steel fence is in very good condition, as are the 
benches and flagpole. Two of the four lights are in good condition. The remain- 
ing two are leaning as a result of footing settlement. The monuments are in 
excellent condition. The concrete paving and some bollards are in fair to poor 
condition and need replacement. The trees and shrubs are all in good condition, 
requiring only maintenance, 


Major Site Issues: Adams Park is very well-maintained and greatly enhances the appearance of this 
commercial center. This park illustrates the strong and appealing visual character 
achieved with a simple linear planting of one species of shade tree. Shrub 
plantings accentuate the entrances and monuments. The only shortcoming is in 
the location of the flowerbeds. The three beds around the flagpole break up the 
lawn area and would better highlight the park if located along path edges. 


Salt stored in a box on site should be removed from the park when not needed to 


prevent damage to plants. Views of the park would be more outstanding if 
parking was not allowed along the Washington Street edge. 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Site Name: Fallon Field 

Location: South and Robert Streets 
Acreage: 7.57 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: Fallon field is a large, irregularly shaped park abutting the MBTA commuter rail 
to the south and Walworth, South, Robert and South Walter Streets along the 
other park edges. The high ground on the western half of the site is developed 
with tennis, basketball and street hockey courts as well as a playground. Below a 
steep embankment are located concrete spectator seating for a lighted baseball 
field and a field area used for soccer. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the standard park-built elements are in fair to poor condition. Some 
elements (fencing, lights, bleachers, monument and steps) are in good condition. 
The sports facilities vary from fair to good condition, except for the street 
hockey court which is in poor condition. The play area is in fair condition, but the 
rubber safety matting is coming up and there is glass in the sand. The park’s tree 
plantings are in fair condition and need immediate maintenance and 
tree surgery. 


Major Site Issues: Fallon Field’s topography and occasional mature tree plantings contribute 
positively to the park’s visual quality. The hillside could be visually strengthened 
if additional trees were planted to highlight and accent it. Because of the size of 
the park relative to the number of large trees, the space has an open and somewhat 
bare character. 


The circulation system needs to be improved. It is not adequately responding to 
circulation needs as is evidenced by several prominent dirt path ways through the 
park. Much of the existing walkway needs to be resurfaced. 


The retaining wall along South Street is failing and needs repair. The perimeter 
fence along the rail line is also in need of repair. 


The playground has been constructed on a slope and the sand surfacing is sliding 


downhill. There is fencing on only two sides, and the remaining two sides should 
be fenced. 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Site Name: Healy Playground 


Location: Washington Street and Firth Road 


Acreage: 9.63A 
Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Healy Playground, a trapezoidal park, is prominently located on Washington 
Street and bordered by Firth Road, Florence Street and residences. The park 
consists of large playing fields, basketball courts and a pool building. The site has 
some shade tree plantings along Firth and Florence Street as well as adjacent to a 
parking area near the pool building. 


Almost all standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition, except for 
some areas of fencing which are in poor condition. The sports fields are in fair 
condition. However, the basketball courts are badly vandalized and unusable. The 
pool building is extremely vandalized and unusable. The trees are, for the most 
part, in good condition. The shrub bed adjacent to the parking area is in very poor 
condition and needs improved maintenance. The non-sports turf is in fair condi- 
tion. Healy Playground is scheduled for renovation by the City. 


Healy Playground suffers from deterioration and abuse. Vandalism appears to be 
an extraordinary problem for this park. The basketball courts, remotely located 
along the north edge of the property, are totally ruined. Dirt bikes have torn up the 
grass in some areas. Maintenance also appears to be minimal. 


The bare and severe appearance of the park will be greatly improved with 
additional tree plantings planned by the City. The many grassy areas not reserved 
for sports play would be good places for such planting, particularly along the 
embankment below Washington Street. 


Development of an internal pedestrian circulation system wide enough to accom- 


modate maintenance vehicles would respond both to the need for pathways 
(indicated by worn paths), as well as the need for maintenance. 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Site Name: Hillside Street Play Area 

Location: Poplar Street between Hillside Avenue and Delano Park 
Acreage: 0.44 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 
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Site Description: Hillside Street Play Area is a small rectangular sloping site located on Poplar 
Street with a right-of-way access through Delano Court. The lower half of the 
site adjacent to Poplar Street is a lawn. The rear half of the site is dominated by 
polyganum thickets and maple and elm trees that have established themselves in 
the area. The site has occasionally been used as a dump. There are no developed 
park facilities. The site is evidently used for informal play. 


Major Site Issues: The size of this parcel, its narrow rectangular form and its slope limit its ability to 
be developed. Leveling the site would require considerable retaining wall 
construction. Development as a passive use area, possibly including play struc- 
tures, would be the best use of this area. 
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Site Name: Parkman Playground 
Location: Wachusett Street 
Acreage: 2.06 A 

Site Type: Playground 


ea eee 


nn 


Site Description: Parkman Playground is a rectangular park located at the corner of Wachusett and 
Barlow Streets. It abuts the Forest Hills Cemetery to the east and a large parking 
lot to the south. In order to develop two Little League fields, the original sloping 
site was leveled and a well-built stone wall was sited along Wachusett Street. The 
slope below the cemetery was partially excavated. A basketball court anda spray 
pool are located in the southwest corner of the park. There is an open-air shelter 
near Wachusett Street and a playground under renovation. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for 
chain-link fencing which is deteriorated in some sections. The wall also needs 
repair in some areas. The basketball court is in fair to good condition and the 
Little League fields are in fair to poor condition. Infields need improvement and 
outfields are in need of regrading. The trees are for the most part in good condi- 
tion, requiring maintenance. Parkman Playground is scheduled for renovation, 
including rehabilitation of sports facilities and fence repair as well as the play- 
ground renovation currently underway. 


Major Site Issues: Bollards are used to restrict vehicular access in some areas of Parkman Play- 
ground. Their use demonstrates a successful and a visually more pleasing 
solution to traffic control. 


The visual quality of the Wachusett Street park edge would be greatly improved if 
the chain-link fence were installed on a concrete mow-strip to facilitate weed 
removal. The park edge along Barlow Street would be significantly improved if it 
were paved and a curbed sidewalk installed. 


Provision for maintenance vehicle access should be made, to avoid damage to the 
soil and grass. 


A retaining wall may be required to maintain the steep slope above the basketball 
court. 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Site Name: Savage Mini-Park 

Location: Birch Street and Belgrade Avenue 
Acreage: 0.02 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Savage Mini-Park is a very small triangular parcel bordered by Corinth Street, 
Belgrade Street and Belgrade Avenue. There is a small brick sidewalk that 
traverses the park. On one side is a small, brick-paved area that once had a bench 
and on the other side is a memorial. An attractive cherry tree highlights the space. 
Neighboring land uses are commercial, recreational and residential. 


Condition Assessments: The curbs, memorial and paving are all in good condition. The cherry tree is in 
excellent condition, but the shrubs show evidence of damage from snowplows. 
The grass is in very poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: Because of the very small size of this space and the great amount of traffic on 
Belgrade Avenue, Savage Mini-Park does not function well as a sitting area. At 
present, it can best serve as a green space amid a busy intersection. If planting 
beds were to be raised, the space would be more visible from the street and plants 
would be better protected from snowplow damage. 
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Neighborhood: Roslindale 


Site Name: Emmel Square 

Location: South Conway and Robert Streets 
Acreage: 0.02 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Emmel Square is a very small triangular island formed by the intersection of 
Robert, South Fairview, and South Conway Streets. This Square consists simply 
of a sidewalk along Robert Street and a lawn with two flowering cherry trees. 
Neighboring land uses are residential, commercial and mass transit. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the curb and all of the sidewalk are in good to excellent condition. The 
two cherry trees are in good condition. However, the grassy area is irregular and 
needs to be regraded. 

Major Site Issues: With repair of its lawn, Emmel Square can well serve as a refreshing green space. 


The planting of a third cherry tree would further improve the space by resolving 
the tension that is created by the current composition of two trees. 
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Map of Neighborhood's Open Space 
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Map Key 
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Parks 
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Beauford Play Area 
Brunswick-King Play 
Area 

Ceylon Hill Park 

Ceylon Street Playground 
Childrens Park 

Clifford Playground 
Connolly (Marcella) Park 
Crawford St. Playground 
Elm Hill Park 
Erie-Ellington Street 
Playground 

Eustis St. Play Area 
Flaherty Playground 
Franklin Park 

Hannon Playground 
Harris Park 

Highland Park 

Howes Playground 
Humbolt Plaza 

Jeep Jones Park 

King School Park 

King Street Play Area 
Kittredge Park 

Lambert Ave. Playground 
(Dorr) 

Linwood Park 

Little Scobie Playground 
Malcolm X Park 
(Washington Park) 

Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
Orchard Park 
Puddingston Park 
Quincy St. Play Area 

St. James St. Park 
Thornton St #134 
Trotter School Playground 
Walnut Park Play Area 
White Fund Playground 
#31 . 

Whittier Playground 
Winthrop Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


38 Franklin Park Zoo 


Squares / Malls 


39 Cedar Square 

40 Denton Square 
41 Laviscount Plaza 
42 Public Ground 
43 Warren Square 
44 Wolf Square 


Schools Playgrounds 


45 Boston Techincal High 

4G Burke High 

47 Campus High (Madison 
Pk. & Humphrey) 

48 Dearborn 


49 Dickerman 
50 Endicott 
51 Emerson 
52 Hale 


53 Higginson 
54 Humphrey ORC 


55 Lewis 
56 Mason 
57 Timilty 


58 Trotter School Playground 
59 Winthrop 


Community Schools 


60 Madison Park Community 
School 


Recreation Centers / Pools 


61 Mason Pool 
62 Shelburne Recreation 
Center 


Urban Wilds 


63 Alpine 
64 Cedar Street 
65 Dudley Cliffs 


66 Fountain Street 
67 Franklin 

68 Glen Hill 

69 John Eliot Square 
70 Juniper Terrace 


iA) Puddingstone Garden 
72 Rockledge Street 

73 St. James 
74 St. Monica’s 

75 Warren Gardens 


Urban Gardens 


716 4-H Busybody’s Garden 
an) Back to the Roots Garden 


78 Center Place Community 
Garden 

79 Common Ground Co-Op 
Garden 


80 Cooper’s Place 
81 Dalrymple Stree 


82 Dorr Street Garden 
83 Earth Song Garden 
84 Forest Street Garden 


85 Hawthorn Youth & 
Community Center 

86 Jardin De La Amistad 

87 Margaret Wright Memo- 
rial Garden 

88 Mt. Calvary Revival 
Garden 
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89 Paige Academy Garden 
90 Paige Academy Garden 
91 Phyllis Wheatley Commu- 


nity Garden 

92 Phyllis Wheatley Commu- 
nity Garden 

93 Roxbury Land Trust 
Garden 

94 Roxbury Land Trust 
Garden 

95 Roxbury Multi-Service 
Center Garden 

96 St. Joseph’s Community 
Garden 

97 Savin/Maywood Street 
Garden 


98 Sealy Memorial Garden 


Cemeteries 


99 Eliot Cemetery 
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Inventory 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


Ave. & Munroe St. 


1 Beauford Play Area Howard Avenue & 0.09 H-l Parks PA;timb;sw;tr;spr;tb-2 
Woodcliff Street 
2 Brunswick-King Play Brunswick & Loredo 0.85 H-1 Parks L* tr-3;f;b-3;tb-2 
Area Streets 
3 Ceylon Hill Park Intervale & Magnolia 4.0 H-1 Parks TC;b-6;df;tb-2 
Streets 
4 Ceylon Street Playground Ceylon & Intervale Streets 4.0 H-1 Parks SBF;BBC;SF;L*;PA;fh; 
b-9;df-3;tr-5;timb;rr 
5 Childrens Park Intervale Street 0.21 H-l Parks PA;df;sw;b-9;tb-2;tr;s];timb 
6 Clifford Playground Norfolk & Proctor Sts. 7.6 I-2 Parks TC;BBF;SBF-3;BBC;L*;PA; 
b-14;sw;sl;timb;bl;df-2;tr-7 
7 Connolly (Marcella) Marcella & Highland Sts. 5.15 M-1 Parks BBC-2;TC;BBF;SBF; 
Park L*;PA;b-4;tr;bl 
8 Crawford St. Playground Crawford Street & Walnut 2.64 R-8 Parks BBC-2;SBF;b-12 
Avenue 
9 Elm Hill Park 550 Warren Street 0.16 R-8 Parks Undeveloped green space 
10 Erie-Ellington Street Erie & Ellington Sts. 6.12401 Parks BBC;PA;sw;timb;s1l;b-15; 
Playground df-2;spr;tb-3;tr-3 
11 Eustis St. Play Area Eustis, Hampdon, 0.23. H-l Parks BBC;L*;b-6 
Dunmore, & Magazine Sts. 
12 Flaherty Playground Cornwall Street & 1.32 M-l Parks SHC;M;L*;PA;sw;timb;b-6; 
Brookside Avenue df-3;spr;tr-5 
13 Franklin Park Blue Hill Avenue & 427 S-5 Parks shltr;GC; fh;r1;f;tb-42; 
Seaver Street b-184;df-13;tr-56;L*; 
PA;SBF;TC;stadium; 
meadows 
14 Hannon Playground Howard Ave. & 1.69 H-1 Parks SBF;BBC-1/2;L*;b-2; 
Harlow St. off Dudley St. PA;tr-4 
15 Harris Park Townsend St., Walnut 2.36 R-8 Parks L*;M;PA;tr-10;tb-2;df;b-24 
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OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
16 Highland Park Fort Ave. & BeechGlen 3.64 R-8 Parks M-2;L*;PA;sw;sl;b-4; 
Street tr-5;stand pipe 
17 Howes Playground Winthrop, Fairland, & 1.88 H-1 Parks PA;b-11;tb-10;sw;tr-5; 
Moreland Streets shltr;timb;sl 
18 Humbolt Plaza Humbolt & Townsend Sts. 0.62 H-1 Parks PA;df;L*;b-12;f 
19 Jeep Jones Park Roxbury, King, & New 1.63 M-2 Parks BBC;L*;PA;M;tb-2;br;bl;df; 
Dudley Sts. spr;trhs;sb 
20 King School Park Intervale Street & 1.18 H-1 Parks BBC-2;TC;tb-10;b-3;df;tr-2 
Coleus Park 
21 King Street Play Area King Street 0.32 L-1 Parks M;wp;b-4 
22 Kittredge Park Highland Street & 0.13 H-1 Parks b-12;tb-2;tr-4 
Highland Avenue 
23 Lambert Ave. Playground Lambert Ave., 0.68 H-l Parks L*;PA;sl;timb;tr-2;tb-2;b-4 
(Dorr) Millmont, & Dorr Sts. 
24 Linwood Park Centre & Linwood Sts. 0.03 H-1 Parks M 
25 Little Scobie Playground DunreathSt.nr. Aspen 0.79 R-8 Parks BBC;PA;timb;s];tr-3; 
Street df;tb;b-7 
26 Malcolm X Park Dale & Bainbridge Sts. 15.35 R-8 Parks BBC-4;TC-2;SBF;PA;L*; 
(Washington Park) b-70;df-4;tb-7;tr-23 ;wf; 
sp;sw;sl;timb 
27 Mt. Pleasant Avenue Mt. Pleasant Avenue 0.26 H-1 Parks PA;BBC-1/2;b-4;sw; 
tr-2;timb 
28 Orchard Park Chadwick St.,Orchard 2.49 H-1 Parks LLF;HBC;BBC-2&1/2; 
Pk., & Yeoman St. L*;PA;b-16;tb-8;tr-9;sw; 
sl;timb 
29 Puddingston Park Normandy & Seaver Sts. 0.33  H-1 Parks f;tr-2 
30 Quincy St. Play Area 61 - 71 Quincy Street 0.54 R-8 Parks BBC;L*;PA;df;b-6;s];f;tr;frt 
31 St. James St. Park St. James Street 0.4 #£M-l Parks L*;PA;b-8;df;f;timb 
32 Thornton St 34 Thorton Street 0.06 R-8 Parks undeveloped green space 
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Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
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OS Name 

Map # 

33 Trotter School 
Playground 

34 Walnut Park Play Area 

35 White Fund Playground 
#31 

36 Whittier Playground 

37 Winthrop Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


38 Franklin Park Zoo 

Squares / Malls 

39 Cedar Square 

40 Denton Square 

41 Laviscount Plaza 

42 Public Ground 

43 Warren Square 
644 Wolf Square 


Waumbeck & Humbolt 1.3 
Streets 


Walnut Park at Walnut 
Ave. 


Vernon & Downing Sts. 0.4 


Whittier & Tremont Sts. 0.3 


Danube & Dewey Sts. 1.57 


Blue Hill Avenue & 72 
Seaver Street 


Cedar St. btwn. Juniper 0.6 
& Thornton Sts. 
Magnolia, Wayland, & 0.08 
Bird Sts. 


Townsend St. & Humbolt 0.62 
Ave. 


Blue Hill Avenue & 0.06 


Seaver Street 


Warren, St. James, & 0.03 
Moreland Sts. 


Abbotsford, Crawford, & 0.02 
Harold Sts. 


L-1 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


S-5 


R-8 


H-1 


H-1 


H-1 


L-1 


H-1 


Schools 


Parks 


Parks 


BHA 


Parks 


MDC 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


BBC-3;PA;L*;timb;b-23; 
tr-4;bl;df-2;sl;sw 


L*;PA;sw;timb;tr-3;s]; 
b-2;spr;df 


PA incorporated into 
Campus High site 


PA;bars;sw;b-20;flg;wp;sl 


BBC;TC;L*;PA;b-14;df-2; 
tb-2;tr-4;sl;sw 


Children’s zoo (currently 
under renovation) 


Grass hilltop with pathways 
Grass triangle 
L*;PA;b-32;df;f;tr-4;spr;sw 
Passive green space 

Traffic circle 


Grass triangle 


xiv-5 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

School Playgrounds 

45 Boston Technical High Warren & Deckard Sts. 4.27 H-1 Schools (9-12);partially paved 

lot;(G);(BBC) 

46 Burke High Washington St. & Geneva 14 ~=B-1 Schools (9-12);partially paved 
Ave. lot;(G);(BBC) 

47 Campus High (Madison 55 New Dudley St. 16.72 H-1 Schools High School & Trade 

Pk. & Humphrey) School(see Comm. School #60) 

48 Dearborn Ambrose & Orchard Park 0.87 H-1 Schools (6-8);partially paved lot 
Sts. 

49 Dickerman Magnolia & Ceylon Sts. 0.8 M-1/ Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 

H-1 

50 Endicott MClellanHwy & Blue 0.71 H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 
Hill Ave. 

51 Emerson Dudley & Shirley Sts. 0.15 H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 

52 Hale Cedar St. & Lambert Ave. 0.88 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 

53 Higginson Harrishof & Haley Sts. 057 R-8 Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 

54 Humphrey ORC 55 New Dudley St. 8.33 H-2 Schools Trade & Technical Training 

Center 

55 Lewis Btwn. Walnut Ave. & 0.96 R-8 Schools (6-8);partially paved lot 
Paulding St. 

56 Mason Norfolk & Cedric Sts. 113 I-2  — Schools (K-5);partially paved lot 

57 Timilty Roxbury St. & John 0.89 H-1 Schools (6-8);partially paved lot 
Eliot Square 

58 Trotter School Waumbeck & 33) -1 1} Schools (K-5);see park #33 

Playground Humbolt Sts. 
59 Winthrop Brookford & DaciaSts. 0.5  H-1 Schools (k-5);partially paved lot 
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OS Name 
Map # 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


ee — eeeEeEeEESSSSSSSSSSSSSFSFsSseseseseseseseseF 


Community Schools 


60 Madison Park 
Community School 


Recreation Centers / Pools 


61 Mason Pool 


62 Shelburne Recreation 
Center 


Urban Wilds 


63 Alpine 


64 Cedar Street 


65 Dudley Cliffs 


66 Fountain Street 
67 Franklin 
68 Glen Hill 


69 John Eliot Square 


70 Juniper Terrace 


71 Puddingstone Garden 


55 New Dudley Street 16.72 
Cedric & Norfolk Sts. 0.44 
2730 Washington St. N/A 


Alpine, Circuit, & Regent 2.52 
Sts. 


Cedar St.nr.Centre St. 0.54 


(end of block) 


Dunlow P1l., Linden Park, 1.7 
& New Dudley St. 


Fountain, Herman, Circuit, 2.93 
& Regent Sts. 


Glen Road 0.4 
Glen Rd., Sigourney & 1.44 
Robeson Sts. 

Linwood Sq., Centre& 0.13 
Linwood Sts. 

Juniper Terrace 1.58 


Seaver & Normandy Sts., 0.55 
& Pasedena Rd. 


H-2/ 
H-1 


L-5 


H-1 


R-5 


M-2/ 
H-1 


H-10 


Schools/ (Day Care;Education;Open 

Comm. Gym;BBC;Pool) 

Schools 

Parks/ tr;f;(P) 

Comm. Schs. 

Parks/ (BBC;GYM;Senior Center) 

Comm. Schs. 

BCC Rock outcropping;boulders; 
grass;granite retaining wall; 
vacant lots 

BCC Rock outcropping; 
woodland;level terrain 

BCC Rock outcropping;steep 
escarpment;shrubs and grass 

BCC Rolling hillside;rock 
outcroppings 

Private Level area;stone wall;trees 


City/Private Grassy hillside;rock 
outcropping; trees 


City Rock outcropping;retaining 
wall;deciduous trees 

Private Hillside;plateau; grass and 
deciduous trees 

BCC Rock outcropping;flower 


and vegetable gardens 
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OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
72 Rockledge Street Rockledge, Thornton, 0.53 R-8/ BCC Sloping rock outcropping; 
Logan, & Lambert Sts. R-5 level area;deciduous trees 
73 St. James St. James Terrace 0.53 H-1 BRA Sloping land;rock 
outcropping;mature trees 
74 St. Monica’s Highland Street 1.28 R-5 Private Rock outcropping;deciduous 
trees 
75 Warren Gardens Walnut Ave., St. Richard, 1.46 H-1 BRA Oak woods;large rock 
& Warren Sts. outcropping;rocky terrain 
Urban Gardens 
76 4-H Busybody’s Garden 25 Winthrop Street 0.15 H-1 BNAF f;flowers;shrubs 
(Warren/Dudley Sts.) 
77 Back to the Roots Garden Marcus Garvey Apts/44 * H-1 Private f;shrubs;flowers;rock 
Eliot Square (Highland PK) outcrop 
78 Center Place Community 66-68 Centre Street O11 9-1 Real Vegetables;flowers 
Garden (at Linwood Street) Property 
79 Common Ground Cedar & Washington Sts. * R-8/. BNAF Vegetables;f;shrubs 
Co-Op Garden H-1 
80 Cooper’s Place 22-32 Linwood Street 032 H-l BNAF b;f;flowers;shrubs 
(Highland Park) 
81 Dalrymple Street Dalrymple Street + R-8 Private Flowers;vegetables;f 
(Egleston Square Area) 
82 Dorr Street Garden 30 Dorr Street ~ H-1 Private Flowers;vegetables;f 
83 Earth Song Garden 13 Rockland Avenue * H-1 City Flowers;vegetables;f 
(near Dale St.) 
84 Forest Street Garden 33 Forest Street * H-1 * Flowers;vegetables;shrubs;f 
85 Hawthorn Youth & 9 Fulda Street 0.06 R-8 HYCC/ f;flowers;PA;field 
Community Center (Private) 
86 Jardin De La Amistad 403,405 Dudley Street 0,24. .H-1 BNAF b;f;flowers;PA;timb; 
sw;sl;shrubs 
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Streets 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

87 Margaret Wright 61-67 Fort Avenue 0.12 H-1 BNAF Vegetables; flowers;f 
Memorial Garden 

88 Mt. Calvary Revival 347-349 Blue Hill Avenue * B-1 BNAF Vegetables;flowers 
Garden 

89 Paige Academy Garden 1 Gay Avenue * H-1 4 Vegetables;flowers;f 

.90 Paige Academy Garden 42 Highland Avenue . H-1 BNAF Vegetables;flowers;f 

91 Phyllis Wheatley 5 Warren Place (site1) * H-1 City Vegetables;flowers;f 
Community Garden 

92 Phyllis Wheatley 15,20 Kearsarge Street * H-1 Private Flowers;vegetables 
Community Garden (site 2) 

93 Roxbury Land Trust 31-33 Forest Street (site 1) * H-1 Private f;flowers;vegetables 
Garden 

94 Roxbury Land Trust 21 Mt. Pleasant Street 2 H-1 City f;flowers;vegetables 
Garden (site 2) 

95 Roxbury Multi-Service 436 Warren Street * L-1 4 Vegetables;flowers 
Center Garden (at Quincy) 

96 St. Joseph’s Community Regent Street 0.2  H-1 Private f;flowers 
Garden 

97 Savin/Maywood Street 54-60 Savin Street,51- * R-8 BNAF Vegetables;flowers 
Garden 65 Maywood Street 

98 Sealy Memorial Garden  10,12,14 Highland Avenue * H-1 BNAF Vegetables;flowers 

Cemeteries 

99 Eliot Cemetery Washington & Eustis 0.79 H-1 Parks Historic Cemetery 
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Site Name: Beauford Play Area 

Location: Howard Avenue and Woodcliff Street 
Acreage: .09 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


—— 


Site Description: Beauford Play Area is a small square park located on the corner of Woodcliff 
Street and Howard Avenue. It abuts an undeveloped lot to the north and an 
abandoned lot to the west. A small irregularly shaped area of the site at the street 
corner is planted with four linden trees behind a wooden curb. In the center of 
this park area is a paved area with a game table, a picnic table and a spray area. 
The site slopes considerably up to the north. A set of concrete steps enters the 
park from Howard Avenue. A play area with four large play structures is located 
on the sloping northern half of the park. 


Condition Assessments: In general, the standard park-built elements are in good condition. The fencing 
has been removed from some park edges. The picnic table needs repair, the 
hardware has been removed from one support. The play structures are in fair to 
unusable condition. Swings need to be reinstalled on the swing set and missing 
pegs need to be replaced on the climber. The play surface is in very poor condi- 
tion. The trees are in good condition. However, the grassy areas, particularly the | 
area under the trees, are poor. : 


Major Site Issues: The slope of the play area is the major issue for Beauford Play Area. It is too 
steep to be stable under use, which has resulted in erosion in some areas. Terrac- 
ing the area would resolve the problem. Fencing, particularly around the play- 
ground, should be replaced and benches should be provided in proximity to the 
play structures. The strong planting of shade trees at the site’s southeast edge 
works well. The surface of this planted area should be improved with either bark 
mulch or grass. 
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Site Name: Brunswick-King Play Area 
Location: Brunswick and Laredo Streets 
Acreage: 0.85 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: Brunswick-King Play Area is a small, L-shaped area between Devon Street on the 
south and the end of Brunswick Street on the east. This site has been designed as 
a pedestrian passageway with several benches adjacent to the Devon Street 
entrance and five picnic tables at the turn in the path toward Brunswick Street. 
Granite bollards and chain-link fencing frame the Devon Street entrance. The 
Brunswick Street entrance has concrete bollards to control access. The park has a 
good tree cover with the exception of the area adjacent to Devon Street, which is 
treeless. 


To the northwest, the park is bordered by a very large area of abandoned property 
formerly used for industry or manufacturing. To the east and south the park abuts 
residences. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for the 
} chain-link fence along the boundary adjacent to the vacant land, which is largely 
torn down. Two benches are in poor condition. Three light pull-boxes suggest 
that there once were lights in the park. 


Major Site Issues: The park is poorly maintained and subject to vandalism. Its proximity to aban- 
doned property undoubtedly contributes to the latter issue. The park would be 
greatly improved by additional plantings along Devon Street and increased 
maintenance effort. 


The eventual use of the abutting vacant parcel will have enormous impact on this 
park. This vacant land abuts Children’s Park on Intervale Street. Ownership of 
this property should be clarified, and incorporation into the park system investi- 
gated. If incorporated, it could expand Brunswick-King Play Area and be 
developed for recreational use. A major drawback of the park as it now exists is 
the very limited amount of road frontage, and poor visibility into the interior of 
the site. 
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Site Name: Ceylon Hill Park 

Location: Intervale and Magnolia Streets 
Acreage: 0.5 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


ee  ———————————————— 


Site Description: Ceylon Hill Park is a small rectangular site located west of Ceylon Street Play- 
ground and east of Ceylon Street at the junction of Ceylon Street and Lawrence 
Avenue. The park is a moderately sloping terrace above a high steep embank- 
ment dropping down to Ceylon Street Playground. A tennis court is located at the 
northern edge of the park. Adjacent to it is a small sitting area with game tables. 
Moderately sloping lawns are located in the southern half of the park, now used 
for car parking and storage. The surrounding land uses are residential and 
recreational. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in very poor to unusable condition. The 
tennis court is in unusable condition because of settlement of the paving as well as 
vandalism and lack of maintenance. The grass is in very poor condition due both 
to lack of maintenance and to use of the park for car parking and storage. The 
few trees are mostly in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Lack of maintenance and vandalism have greatly contributed to the poor and 
essentially unusable condition of Ceylon Hill Park. Settlement of the fill below 
the tennis court has rendered the court unusable. Use of the park for parking and 
the presence of abandoned cars have greatly deteriorated the grass and conveys a 
strong message that this park is not for neighborhood recreation. The use needs 
for this park should be clarified in conjunction with facilities provided in Ceylon 
Street Playground. 
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Site Name: Ceylon Street Playground 
Location: Intervale and Ceylon Streets 
Acreage: 4.03 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Ceylon Street Playground is a large, very irregularly shaped playground at the 

: intersection of Ceylon Street and Columbia Road. The park abuts Intervale Street 
and residences on the south, Magnolia Street on the west and Ceylon Street on the 
east. The park is largely surrounded by residential use except for some manufac- 
turing use adjacent to Columbia Road. 


A softball and soccer field are located on the eastern half of the park. To the west 
is a cobblestone wall above which is a very steep slope up to Ceylon Hill Park, 
residences and a basketball court. Below the basketball court are two terraces. 
One is gravel-covered with no apparent use and the lower one has a small 
playground. A restroom building is located near Columbia Road. 


Condition Assessment: Most benches and all the fountains are in poor to unusable condition. The sports 
lighting and walls are in good condition. Most of the fencing is in fair condition. 
The restroom is closed and vandalized. The basketball court is in fair to good 
condition. The playing fields are in fair to poor condition with large areas of 
worn turf. Most of the grass which is not within the playing fields is unmain- 
tained, full of weeds and debris. The few trees on site are in good condition and 
require only maintenance. 


‘Major Site Issues: Ceylon Street Playground appears uncared for and in deteriorated condition, with 
large unmaintained areas filled with debris. The site’s irregular shape and its very 
steep slope are physical constraints that make coherent site development difficult. 


The path system responds poorly to access points and location of facilities, 
resulting in many desire lines throughout. Vandalism, constraints on maintenance 
in some cases and lack of maintenance in others have rendered this park an 
eyesore. 
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Site Name: Children’s Park 
Location: Intervale Street 
Acreage: 0.21 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Children’s Park is a small rectangular park on Intervale Street. The park is 
developed entirely with play structures. There are two narrow planting strips with 
grass and trees along the southern and eastern park edges. The park is enclosed 
with a low concrete wall which at one time had a chain-link fence on top of it. 
Now only the posts remain. Residential and commercial land uses surround the 
park. 


Condition Assessment: Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for the 
fencing, which is destroyed. Most of the play structures are in fair condition. 
However, one set of swings is unusable because the swings have been wrapped 
around the central support. A second set of swings and a small slide are in poor 
condition. The sand surface has glass and debris in it and there is a need for 
additional sand. The few site trees are in poor condition and the lawns have many 
bare patches. 


Major Site Issues: Children’s Park is subject to a great deal of use, which it has not been adequately 
maintained to sustain. The encompassing fence has been destroyed. Use of steel 
picket rather than chain-link fencing would greatly improve the visual character 
of the site. The play structures need rehabilitation and the installation of a safety 
surface where there currently is bituminous concrete. Trees that have been 
planted in pits within the pavement are doing poorly and should be removed. 
Planting should be confined to the planting area, which provides greater porous 
surface around the trees, allowing root respiration and water intake. 
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Site Name: Clifford Playground 
Location: Norfolk and Proctor Streets 
Acreage: 7.6A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Clifford Playground is a large, open, grassy site abutting Shirley Street on the 
south, Norfolk Avenue on the west, Proctor Street on the north and commercial 
use on the east. The park contains baseball, softball and Little League fields, 
tennis and basketball courts and a playground. Commercial, industrial and 
residential land uses surround the site. 


Condition Assessment: The standard park-built elements are for the most part, in good condition, except 
for the concrete bleachers at the baseball field, which are in fair condition and the 
water fountains, which are unusable. The sports facilities are in fair to good 
condition except the infields, which all need improvement. The playground sand 
surface is extremely poor, with broken glass, rocks and exposed concrete footings. 
Most of the trees were recently planted and are in fair to good condition, although 
there are some that are in poor condition. One of the two large elm trees is dead 
and needs to be removed. 


Major Site Issues: Clifford Playground is surrounded by a rather bleak industrial landscape, so offers 
the opportunity to provide a rich green contrast. There are many underutilized 
and peripheral areas which are barren at present and could be planted with groves 
of trees, softening the park landscape and partially screening the industrial 
buildings beyond. 


Use of bollards and steel picket fencing to control access in some places is a 
positive feature of the park. Along one edge, however, double edging with both 
fence and bollards makes maintenance of the strip between the two very difficult. 
Use of steel rather than wooden guardrails along some edges conveys a highway 
rather than a park-like message. Use of one type of access control structure 
throughout would better unify the park visually. Vehicular access control 
structures need to be installed at two points. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Connolly (Marcella) Park 
Location: Ritchie Street and Highland Avenue 


Acreage: 3.0A 
Site Type: Playground 


SS 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Connolly (Marcella) Park is a small half-circular playground abutting Highland 
and Ritchie Streets to the north, east and south and highway storage yards to the 
west. At present the basketball and tennis courts are under renovation and a new 
playground and sitting area is being installed. The western portion of the park is 
dominated by a massive, old, concrete stadium around a basketball court with a 
softball field to its north. The city is also planning new ballfields, fencing and 
paths. 


Most of the facilities are presently under construction or renovation. The outfield 
area has very poor turf, with great amounts of weeds and bare areas. The concrete 
stadium needs new seating. Some small areas of concrete are spalling and need 
repair. The chain-link fences on the west and north sides of the stadium are in fair 
to poor condition. 


The layout of Connolly (Marcella) Park’s facilities is good, with ball courts and 
playgrounds close to and visible from the road. However, poor visibility into the 
area behind the park’s stadium has resulted in the dumping of cars there. Addi- 
tional trees along the embankment below Ritchie Street and evergreen plantings 
adjacent to the highway storage yards would screen unsightly views and greatly 
add to the park-like appearance of this playground. 


_ Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Crawford Street Playground 
Location: Crawford Street and Walnut Avenue 
Acreage: 2.64 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Crawford Street Playground is an irregularly shaped site abutting a school and the 
Afro-American Cultural Center on the north and west, residences on the south and 
east, Crawford Street on the east and Walnut Street on the west. There is a right- 
of-way extending from the park to Abbotsford Street. Basketball courts located 
near Crawford Street are being removed and replaced with a passive use area. 
There is a softball field in the southwest portion of the site. A puddingstone wall 
edges the park along Crawford Street. There is a naturally wooded area in the 
southeastern corner of the site. Surrounding land uses are residential and institu- 
tional. 


Condition Assessment: The benches are almost all poor to unusable. The fence and paving are in fair 
condition. The softball field is in fair to poor condition and only marginally 
playable. Most trees are in good condition. The puddingstone wall along 
Crawford Street is broken up in several areas and needs reconstruction. The wall 
along Walnut Avenue is in good condition. City renovation plans include a new 
playground, benches, landscaping and pavement removal. 


Major Site Conditions: Crawford Street Playground is presently in deteriorated condition. Many of its 
current problems will be addressed in the renovation work. The irregular shape of 
this park constrains its ability to be coherently developed and easily supervised. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Elm Hill Park 
Location: Warren Street 
Acreage: 0.16 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessment: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Elm Hill Park is a very long parcel in the center of a cul-de-sac surrounded by 
residences. Along the site’s long sides there are rows of Norway maples. Much 
of the original planting is gone and what remains is in decline. Barrel flower 
planters line the park edges and several circular in-ground flowerbeds are laid out 
through the center of the park. 


The curb is in good condition. Most of the mature trees are in decline, and many 
small replacement trees are not doing well. The lawn needs renovation. 


The outstanding need at Elm Hill Park is to replant the tree rows with larger 
specimens than have been used. The most recent planting effort used a number of 
different tree species, not all well suited to the site. The small size of the trees 
makes them vulnerable to damage, and many years of growth are needed before 
they achieve a good size. A low-maintenance solution to the community’s 
interest in flower planting, such as several large curbed flowerbeds rather than 
many small areas of flowers, would also strengthen the visual impact of the 
flowers. The Elm Hill Park Improvement Association reportedly cares for the 
park. 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Erie-Ellington Street Playground 
Location: Erie and Ellington Streets 
Acreage: 0.23 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Erie-Ellington Street Playground is a small trapezoidal park on the comer of Erie 
and Ellington Streets. To the south there is a vacant parcel of land and to the 
west there are residences. A basketball court is located in the western half of the 
site. It is unclear whether or not the court is part of the park. It was built over the 
foundation of a former building and the base course fill has settled significantly. 
There is a sitting area with two small playgrounds and a spray pool in the eastern 
half of the park. The sitting area is shaded by mature linden trees. Surrounding 
land uses are residential or undeveloped. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for the paving 

which is in fair condition. The basketball court is unusable. The play structures 
are all in fair to good condition. There is a great deal of broken glass in the sand 
surface. The trees are in fair to good condition, and require only maintenance. 
Renovation of the park is scheduled by the city. 


Major Site Issues: Erie-Ellington Street Playground is poorly maintained and abused. The park is 
almost entirely paved except for sand play areas. Despite this predominance of 
paving, most of the linden trees have survived and are doing well. Additional 
planted areas would help to enliven and soften what is otherwise a harsh land- 
scape. 


Drinking in the park and the breaking of bottles has resulted in enormous amounts 
of glass not only in paved areas, but in the sand surface of the playground as well. 
The basketball court is totally deteriorated as a result of settlement and requires 
total reconstruction. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Eustis Street Play Area 
Location: Eustis, Hampden, Dunmore and Magazine Streets 


Acreage: 0.23 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Eustis Street Play Area is a small rectangular site abutting Eustis Street and a 
vacant lot on the north, a residence on the east, and the back of a commercial 
block and parking lot above a high stone wall on the west. The park has a 
basketball court with seating along Eustis Street. Self-established trees are 
growing near the wall at the south edge of the park. A chain-link fence surrounds 
the park. Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial/industrial and 
undeveloped. 


Condition Assessment: The benches and sports lights are in fair to good condition. The chain-link fence 
is in very poor condition. The basketball court is in good condition except for one 
broken rim and one of the backboards. As a whole, however, the park is full of 
broken glass and debris. 


Major Site Issues: Broken glass, dumping of trash and lack of maintenance has resulted in an 
extraordinary build-up of litter and an extremely unattractive park. Eustis Street 
Play Area is in great need of cleanup and maintenance. The trees along the back 
of the park should be thinned to better provide shade and color for the park. A 
planting strip along the street might be considered to enliven what now appears to 
be a barren, weed-edged lot. 
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_ Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Flaherty Playground 

Location: Cornwall Street and Brookside Avenue 
Acreage: 1.32 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Flaherty Playground is a trapezoidal park on the corner of Cornwall Street and 
Brookside Avenue. A school abuts the park on the south. The formerly sloping 
site has been regraded into two terraces. Near the corner of Brookside and 
Comwall Streets there is a large lighted paved area which appears to once have 
had two basketball courts. At present there is one street hockey goal. Along the 
eastern edge is a sitting area with benches and a few of the original trees. Along 
the south edge is a large playground and sitting area. The perimeter of the park is 
entirely enclosed with chain-link fencing. Nearby land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for the pedestrian 
lights, which vary considerably from good to unusable condition. The large 
paved sports area is in good condition, although it needs play fixtures. The 
playground structures are all in fair to good condition. The sand surface is in fair 
condition. The remaining trees are for the most part in good condition. One tree 
has been badly vandalized. The grassy areas are mostly in good condition and are 
some of the most scenic features of this park. 


Major Site Issues: Flaherty Playground is in fairly good condition. However, the site lacks facilities. 
The one large paved sports area for basketball or street hockey has no appurte- 
nances to make it usable. The playground has only metal climbers and swings. 
The sitting area is provided with only two benches. There were presumably more 
at one time. 


The use of chain-link fencing appears excessive around the park and could be 
eliminated in several locations. The slope along Brookside Avenue is too steep to 
be easily maintained. Additional trees would greatly improve the appearance of 
the park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Hannon Playground 

Location: Howard Avenue, Harlow and Dudley Streets 
Acreage: 1.69 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Hannon Playground is a trapezoidal park prominently located on Dudley Street 
between Howard Avenue and Folsom Street. Howard Avenue abuts the park on 
the southwest. There is a softball field in the center of the park, graded to create a 
steep embankment that slopes up to the corner of Harlow and Folsom Streets. 
Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The park area adjacent to Dudley Street is undergoing renovation. The standard 
park-built elements that are not being renovated vary considerably in condition. 
The fencing and sports lights are for the most part in good condition. The 
pedestrian paving is in fair condition. The metal bleachers are unusable. The 
softball field is in very deteriorated condition except for the backstop, which is in 
good condition. The outfield has very little grass coverage, and there are depres- 
sions and evidence of poor percolation. 


Major Site Issues: The presence of only a few trees throughout Hannon Playground gives the park a 
barren and uninviting appearance. The need for access points at the corner of 
Folsom and Harlow Streets as well as Harlow and Howard Streets is evidenced by 
holes cut in the perimeter fence at these points. Other worn paths throughout the 
site suggest the need to redesign the pedestrian circulation system. The present 
location of paths along the Howard Avenue edge, as well as the grade at that 
edge, create sloping patches of grass that are difficult to maintain. The few 
ballfields available in this area of Roxbury indicate that the facilities in Hannon 
Playground are under heavy use and require additional attention beyond present 
maintenance levels. 


 xv-2 


_ Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Harris Park 


Location: Walnut Avenue, Townsend and Munroe Streets 


Acreage: 2.36 A 
Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Harris Park is a somewhat square, passive park surrounded by Townsend Street 
on the south, Walnut Avenue on the west, Munroe Street on the north and Harold 
Street on the east. On the far side of the encompassing streets there are 19th 
century multi-family dwellings and townhouses. The park is enclosed by a three- 
foot puddingstone wall. A sidewalk surrounds the park. The predominant 
landscape features are extraordinary puddingstone rock outcroppings amid groves 
of magnificent oak and sweetgum trees. Numerous curvilinear concrete path- 
ways move through the rolling topograhy, with many sitting areas throughout. A 
brick sitting area is located at each of the park’s three entrances. 


All standard park-built elements, with few exceptions, are in good condition. As 
a whole, the trees and grass are in good condition. However, there are bare lawn 
areas under the tree canopies. 


Harris Park, with its sensitive naturalistic design and outstanding scenic features, 
is an extraordinary landscape park. Although further improvements can be made, 
its present condition is good and serves the neighborhood well. 


Recent site improvements, including tree planting and the addition of peripheral 
sitting areas, could have been better executed or integrated into the original 
naturalistic design. Given the special nature of this park landscape, tree work 
should only be undertaken with the supervision of a knowledgeable horticulturist 
or landscape architect. Planting of shrubs could provide additional richness and 
interest to the park. 


The grade against the inside edge of the wall along Harold Street was once much 
higher, and slight berming of the ground against this inside wall edge would make 
its height less overpowering. The park is inaccessible from this edge, and seems 
to need an access point here. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Highland Park 

Location: Fort Avenue and Beech Glen Street 
Acreage: 3.64 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 
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Site Description: Highland Park is a small passive park area designed by Frederick Law Olmsted 
and located on the highest promontory in Roxbury. The park is highlighted by a 
fanciful tower housing a water standpipe. Concrete paths wind through the site 
following the contours of the land. Handsome puddingstone walls edge the park 
on the west along the northern half of Beech Glen Street and along Fort Hill 
Avenue. High rock outcroppings edge the park along the lower half of Beech 
Glen Street. The ground surface undulates considerably, with rock outcroppings 
scattered throughout. There are groves of naturally occurring trees and some 
planted trees, including an impressive stand of willows. A series of triangular 
concrete seatwalls around the tower presumably follow the footprint of the 
original 18th century fort. Two commemorative stones are located on site. 
Swings and a slide have been situated in one area of the park. Surrounding land 
uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. With one 
exception, the globes and bulbs of the Victorian-style lights are broken. The 
puddingstone wall is beginning to heave out in several areas. Although it is not in 
immediate danger of collapse, its repair should be scheduled. The trees are 
largely in good condition. The grass coverage is very good except in some areas 
near the play structure. | 


Major Site Issues: Highland Park is a unique site with distant views, a delightful tower and an 
exceptional landscape of rolling meadows punctuated by rocks and mature trees, 
With minimal development and knowledgeable maintenance, this park can 
continue to be a premier landscape for the city. Any necessary repair work, such 
as to the walls, should be carefully undertaken to ensure that the high standard of 
original workmanship is maintained. Any landscape improvements should be 
carefully considered in light of the park’s exceptional design and historic signifi- 
cance. Supervision of the park is very difficult due to its topography and its 
height above the street. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Howes Playground 

Location: Winthrop, Fairland and Moreland Streets 
Acreage: 1.88 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


nr 


Site Description: Howes Playground is a small, somewhat trapezoidal park abutting Winthrop, 
Fairland and Moreland Streets on the north, west and south and residences on the 
east. The park is highlighted by a naturally wooded promontory of puddingstone 
outcropping. On the south edge is a shelter, picnic and game tables, and benches 
surrounding a playground. A concrete path winds around the wooded outcrop- 
ping. There are picnic tables and benches on the northern edge of the park. The 
park is almost entirely enclosed with a chain-link fence, except along Moreland 
Street where there is a steel picket fence with concrete bollards. A steep slope 
falls down to the eastern edge of Winthrop Street along the park. Surrounding 
land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: This park has been recently improved and all standard park-built elements (except 
for the trash receptacles) are in good condition. The shelter is in fair condition 
and the playground equipment, curbing and play surface are in fair to good 
condition. The plants are mostly in good condition. However, some recently 
installed trees are in poor condition, or dead, and shrubs in some small areas need 
replacement. The grass is in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Howes Playground is an extraordinary small park in remarkably good condition 
with little evidence of abuse. It is well-designed to make maximum use of the 
delightful wooded rock outcropping. 


The formal path system is a major issue because it does not respond well to the 
northeast and southwest corners of the park. A hole cut into the fence in the 
northeast corner with a worn path in the grass gives evidence of this. The steep 
slope along Winthrop Street is difficult to maintain, so is unmowed and full of 
trash. A low wall to reduce this slope should be considered. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Jeep Jones Park 


Location: Roxbury, New Dudley and King Streets 


Acreage: 1.63 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Jeep Jones Park is a small, irregularly shaped park consisting of two levels, the 
lower level abutting King and New Dudley Streets and the upper one abutting a 
school, with minimal frontage on Roxbury Street. The upper level has a basket- 
ball court with concrete bleachers, a small concrete spray pool, a sand play area, 
game tables, and a treehouse or overlook. Plantings are protected by low brick 
retaining walls or are located away from major use areas. The lower level is an 
open, grassy triangular area with wooden structures of unknown use in one 
corner. There is a steep, wooded slope between the two levels that is traversed by 
a series of concrete stairs. Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial and _ 
institutional. ) 


The standard park-built elements and basketball court surface are for the most part | 
in good condition. The only standard built elements in poor condition are the 
pedestrian lights, which have broken fixtures. The basketball rims are all broken 
and are reported to be very weak, able to be repeatedly broken after two to three 
weeks of play. The sand play area and spray pool are unusable. The plantings are 
almost all in good condition. The turf areas are poorly maintained and full of 
trash and weeds. 


Jeep Jones Park has several outstanding features, most particularly its extensive 
grassy areas, wooded slopes, and a topography which affords spectacular views of 
the city. Inadequate maintenance is the major problem for this park, the result of 
which has rendered most facilities unusable. There is little vandalism here. 


The use potential of the lower level of the site has not been determined, and 
should be. 


Fencing around the park, from 10- to 20-feet high, is overly restrictive. Removal 
of these fences would make this park more inviting. Maintenance of thick 
vegetation on the slope of this site is also important, to stabilize the slope. 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


: Site Name: King School Park 

Location: Intervale Street and Coleus Park 
Acreage: 1.18 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


_ Site Description: King School Park is a small sloping site with puddingstone rock outcroppings on 
the corner of Intervale Street and Coleus Park. To the north is a high school. The 
school’s parking lot abuts the park’s west boundary. The site has tennis and 
basketball courts terraced along Intervale Street. Two sitting areas are provided, 
one adjacent to the school parking lot at the school entrance and the other at the 
corer of Intervale and Coleus. Above a slope with puddingstone outcroppings is 
a second basketball court. Groves of pine trees are planted along a diagonal 
pathway that traverses the slope. Surrounding land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The walls, some of the fencing, the paving, and most of the game tables are in 
good condition. The benches are in poor to unusable condition. The fencing 
around the upper basketball court has been entirely destroyed. The courts are all 
in good condition. However, lines need repainting. The trees are in fair to poor 
condition, some showing signs of stress. The grass is very poor and full of weeds 
in most areas of the park. 


Major Site Issues: The puddingstone rock outcroppings are outstanding scenic features of King 
School Park, and the use of evergreen trees for a lush and green year-round 
landscape is positive. However, the design of the park does not successfully 
address the difficulties posed by a sloping site with large rock outcroppings. 
Rather than treating the rock formation as an asset of the site, it has been dealt 
with as a problem to avoid. Sports facilities have been situated above and below 
this feature, connected by aramp-like path. This fragments the site and wedges 
the passive landscape area between two similar active sports facilities. Location 
of tennis courts at the bottom rather than at the top of the slope necessitates a 
fence in a place that collects wind-borne trash. The circulation system does not 
adequately respond to need, indicated by desire lines or undesignated paths in 
several places throughout the site. 


This park is in poor condition and has been subject to extensive vandalism. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: King Street Play Area 
Location: King and Roxbury Streets 
Acreage: 0.32 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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King Street Playlot is a terraced mall enclosed by an elaborate brick and concrete 
wall. It is bordered by King Terrace, Long Street and Roxbury Street on the 
north, east and south and a residence on the west. An eight-foot high brick wall 
edges the park along Roxbury Street, with large wooden gates leading to an upper 
paved terrace. Below formal double stairways are four spray pool areas. Enclos- 
ing the park on all sides are brick and concrete walls with some open areas for 
wood fencing. Surrounding land uses are residential, recreational and undevel- 


Site Description: 


oped. 

Condition Assessment: Although some of the walk and stairs are in good condition, the park is com- 
pletely unusable and in ruins. It requires complete restoration in order to be 
functional. 

Major Site Issues: The elaborate detail on the walls of King Street Playlot is quite impressive. 


However, the site’s appropriateness for park use needs careful consideration. The 
space is entirely surrounded by walls, offering no visibility into the different park 
areas. Its complex construction makes it more difficult to maintain. Because 
there is no vehicular access into this park, all maintenance actions require extra 
effort. This space is nevertheless special and deserves careful study for appropri- 
ate re-use. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Kittredge Park 
Location: Highland Avenue 
Acreage: 0.13 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Kittredge Park is an elongated oval plaza in the center of Highland Street. It has 
several brick and granite sitting areas enclosed by curved concrete walls. Planting 
beds frame the park and the sitting areas. Access is controlled with concrete 
bollards and chains. Groves of trees are located to shade the park. Surrounding 
land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: All park-built elements are in good condition except for one concrete bollard 
which is broken. The chain is missing around almost half of the park. Trees are 
in good condition. Shrub beds need replanting and the grass is in very poor 
condition. 


Major Site Issues: Kittredge Park’s design has responded to the need for both enclosure and separa- 
tion from the road as well as connection to the surrounding neighborhood. Low 
walls provide both separation and visibility. The missing chain has allowed 
circulation through planting beds with resultant destruction of grass and shrubs 
and exposure of tree roots. The hardware holding the chain appears to be too 
weak. This connection to the post should be replaced with heavy-duty hardware. 
Aeration of turf areas and replanting of grass and shrubs would greatly improve 
the appearance of this park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Lambert Avenue Playground 
Location: Lambert Avenue, Millmont and Dorr Streets 


Acreage: 0.68 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


a 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Lambert Avenue Playground is a small square play area enclosed by pudding- 
stone walls. Entrances are framed with large granite bollards. The park abuts 
Dorr Street on the west, Lambert Avenue on the south and Millmont Street on the 
north. It abuts private residences on the west. The park has very rolling topogra- 
phy, some rock outcroppings and many trees, including an enormous Sophora, a 
mature beech and an Austrian pine. A hedge lines the edge of the park along 
Millmont Street and part of Lambert Avenue. Several paths wind through the 
park, and there are three developed play areas throughout. Surrounding land uses 
are residential. 


Most areas of the bituminous concrete pathway are in fair to good condition, 
however, some areas have settled, leaving holes and large depressions in the walk. 
Half the benches are in good condition, while half are in poor condition. The 
lights are all vandalized and unusable. The playground equipment is deteriorated 
and needs restoration. The sand surface is entirely gone, and weeds and sprouting 
trees are growing under play equipment. The spray pool appears in good condi- 
tion. The hedge is unpruned and needs rejuvenation. The lawn is in fair condi- 
tion. The puddingstone wall along Millmont Street is collapsing. 


Lambert Avenue Playground exhibits some special park features—rolling grassy 
areas, large trees, beautiful stone walls and a path system well-aligned with the 
topography. However, it is in deteriorated condition due to lack of maintenance 
and some degree of vandalism. It is in need of considerable restoration both to 
structures and to natural elements. Park furniture needs renovation or replace- 
ment and the playground areas need renovation. The wall along Millmont Street 
needs immediate attention. Many trees require pruning, while other naturally 
occuring trees should be thinned out. The access control structure needs a new 
chain. 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Linwood Park 

Location: Centre and Linwood Streets 
Acreage: 0.03 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Linwood Park is a small oval site in the center of steeply ascending Linwood 
Street, just above its junction with Centre Street. This small space is edged with a 
curved granite curb and has a puddingstone monument with a commemorative 
plaque. There are eight crab apple trees, two flowering cherry trees, a large silver 
maple tree and a sparse forsythia perimeter hedge. A fence once enclosed the 
site; now only its posts remain. A bituminous concrete path bisects the park. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: The monument is in excellent condition, the curb is in good condition, and the 
path is in poor condition. The maple, cherry, and some of the crab apple trees are 
in very good condition. Some crab apple trees need pruning, and one needs 
removal. The shrub hedge is in poor condition. The grass is thick, yet has an 
irregular surface and is dug up by cars along the park’s north edge. 


Major Site Issues: Linwood Park is a pleasant green at the entrance from Centre Street to residential 
neighborhoods on Roxbury Hill. The shrub hedge is in poor and patchy condition 
with many shrubs missing, and should be removed. Snow plowing may have 
damaged them since they are planted so close to the curb edge. The monument 
could be better located, either towards the center of the green or set back from the 
curb edge so that it can be seen without standing on the street. The old fence 
posts should be removed. 


Traffic runs over the north edge of the site in attempting to pass cars parked along 
the east edge of the road. Parking and circulation should be studied to determine 


a solution to this problem. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Little Scobie Playground 
Location: Dunreath and Copeland Streets 
Acreage: 0.79 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Little Scobie Playground is an irregularly shaped property between Dunreath and 
Copeland Streets. It abuts multi-family residences on the north and south. A 
curvilinear puddingstone wall with a granite capstone edges the park along 
Copeland Street. The area adjacent to Copeland Street is paved and developed 
with play structures, some of which remain and many of which have been 
destroyed or removed. The remaining half of the site consists of a basketball 
court and a large area filled with weeds. This area of the site slopes up to 
Dunreath Street. The park is entirely enclosed by chain-link fencing. A scatter- 
ing of trees is planted throughout the park. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: Most of the benches and the paving are in good condition. The chain-link fences 
are in fair condition, however much of the fencing near the basketball court has 
been pulled down. The grass is in poor condition with weeds and many bare 
areas. The granite cap on the wall needs to be entirely reset. Several sections of 
wall also need reconstruction. The basketball court is in good condition. Two 
trees are dead and need removal. Many trees are in deteriorated condition 
because guy wires were not removed. There is a lot of graffiti. The play struc- 
tures are in fair condition; they have exposed hardware, exposed footings and 
broken edges. The sand surface is full of glass and stones. Renovations to the 
park are planned by the City. 


Major Site Issues: Little Scobie Playground’s design does not respond well either to its site or to its 
context. There are many leftover spaces which serve no purpose and complicate 
maintenance. As a result, these spaces have been left in poorly maintained 
condition and present an abandoned appearance. The path system does not 
provide for through circulation. This has made removal of fence sections neces- 
sary for access and through passage. Renovation plans include repair of deterio- 
rated facilities and structures. The park’s overriding need is for redesign in order 
to more successfully support its intended function and to better utilize the space. 


MM xv-32 


_ Neighborhood: Roxbury 


_ Site Name: Malcolm X Park (Washington Park) 
Location: Dale and Bainbridge Streets 


- Acreage: 15.35 A 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


ajor Site Issues: 


_ Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Malcolm X Park is a magnificent landscape park originally designed by Frederick 
Law Olmsted. It is bordered by Washington Street on the west, Dale Street on the 
north, Paulding Street on the east and Martin Luther King Boulevard on the south. 
A network of paths winds through the eastern half of the hilly site with rock 
outcroppings, grassy meadows, specimen trees and groves of trees. Stone walls 
edge some paths as well as frame the park along some of the roads. There is a 
playground at the southeast edge, below which are tennis and basketball courts. 
Indoor MDC recreational facilities abut the park at the corner of Washington 
Street and King Boulevard. Softball fields are located in the northern park edge, 
and above them at the top of a slope is a parking lot. Surrounding land uses are 
residential and institutional. 


Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except the lights, 
all of which are vandalized and unusable. The sports facilities are in fair to good 
condition except for the outfields and one infield, which are in poor condition. 
The playground is in poor to unusable condition. The park’s trees vary considera- 
bly in condition. The most recently planted trees have not had their guy wires 
removed, and they have died back or become badly deformed. The grass and 
most of the shrubs are generally in good condition. 


The design of Malcolm X Park is exceptional, both the original, sensitive treat- 
ment of the site and the more recent improvements. Ball courts are visible from 
the road and have been located on a pleasant series of terraces edged with steel 
picket fencing. Although there are serious structural problems with the play 
structures, the area has been well laid out to incorporate rock outcroppings and 
provide ample seating. The recent planting effort has made use of beech trees, 
which are outstanding trees for a park landscape. 


Although vandalism has been a problem, this park has deteriorated more due to 


lack of maintenance. Major renovation work is necessary to preserve the special 
character of this park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
Location: Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
Acreage: 0.26 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Mt. Pleasant Avenue Playlot is an irregularly shaped site on Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
with a playground, seating area and a basketball court. There is an undeveloped 
parcel to the north, and a southern section indicated on the city plan as part of the 
park is used for residential parking. The site is almost entirely paved except for a 
few grassy patches with trees. There are empty tree pits throughout the park. A 
chain-link fence surrounds the site. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are mostly in unusable condition. The fence is 
damaged or missing in many places, and only four benches remain, all of which 
are unusable. The paving is mostly in fair condition, however, it has settled in ; 
several areas. Only the metal climbing play structures are in fair condition. The 
others are unusable. Footings indicate that there were play structures which have 
been removed. 


Major Site Issues: Mt. Pleasant Avenue Playlot is in extremely deteriorated condition and offers very 
few opportunities for play. Its small irregular size limits its development. : 
Nevertheless, because it is in a dense residential area it is heavily used. This : 
heavy use will also make it difficult for any site plantings to survive without 
special design considerations. The boundary of this site needs clarification. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Orchard Park 

Location: Orchard Park, Yeoman and Adams Streets 
Acreage: 2.49 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Orchard Park is an irregularly shaped park in the center of the Orchard Park 
housing development. It has minimal frontage on Yeoman, Adams and Orchard 
Park Streets. The park contains a Little League field, handball and basketball 
courts, a playground and an outdoor stage. There are several tree-shaded sitting 
areas. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are mostly in good condition. The paving is in 
fair to good condition. The basketball courts are in good condition, although one 
backboard needs a new rim. The Little League field is in fair condition. The 
outfield does not have good turf and there are some depressions and bare areas. 
The infield needs major improvement and is in poor condition. The playground 
structures are mostly in good condition although two wood constructions are 
unusable. There is much glass and debris in the sand surface. The trees vary 
considerably in condition. Some are in good condition, while others appear to be 
under a great deal of stress, particularly many of the recently installed trees. The 
trunks of most trees are scarred. The park’s shrubs are mostly in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: The design of Orchard Park is successful. The major site issue is the provision of 
sufficient maintenance to sustain it through heavy use in a dense housing com- 
plex. Since it is so integrally connected with the encompassing housing, commu- 
nity involvement in its care and upkeep would be an asset and should be consid- 
ered. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Puddingston Park 

Location: Normandy Road and Seaver Street 
Acreage: 0.33 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 


Site Description: Puddingston Park is a small, rectangular site located on the corner of Normandy 
Road and Seaver Street. It is encompassed by residential use except on the west 
where it abuts a gas station. The park has a recently installed steel picket fence 
which has been hit by cars in several sections. The park landscape consists of 
large puddingstone outcroppings, some naturally occurring trees and numerous 
shrubs, groundcovers and flowers remaining from a former garden on the site. 


Condition Assessments: The fence is in good condition. However, several sections will require recon- 
struction because of damage by vehicles. The plantings are for the most part in 
good condition. 

Major Site Issues: Puddingston Park exhibits outstanding natural features. The primary issue for this 


site is whether it should be developed as a park or managed as an urban wild. The 
latter could best be achieved by the continuing interest and stewardship of a local 
neighborhood group. Given its rock outcroppings, passive park development 
rather than active recreational use would be most appropriate. Sports facilities are 
provided in nearby Franklin Park. 
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_ Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Quincy Street Play Area 
Location: 61 - 71 Quincy Street 
Acreage: 0.54 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


a ee Ee ee 


LESS as ae pee a ie 


Site Description: Quincy Street Play Area is a square park bordered by Quincy Street on the north, 
Quincy Terrace on the east and residences on the west and south. The park has a 
handsome puddingstone wall with granite capstones, an ornamental iron fence 
and granite bollards. Three prominent park entrances, accessible by two sets of 
stairs and a ramp, lead up three to six feet from Quincy Street to a grass and 
paved terrace. There are sitting areas near this park edge within lawns planted 
with numerous trees and shrubs. At the rear of the site is a basketball court. 
Along the eastern edge of the park is a playground with a few play structures 
framed on two sides by a concrete wall. Surrounding land uses are residential and 
undeveloped. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements are deteriorated and in fair to poor condition, 
except for some of the original stone wall and the concrete wall, which are in 
good condition. The play surface and structures are in very poor condition and 
require complete reconstruction. The basketball court is in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: There are some striking components in the design of Quincy Street Play Area, 
most notably the puddingstone wall, omamental iron fence, granite stairs and 
groves of mature trees. The tree groves give a richer, more park-like character to 
the landscape than does a linear tree planting. 


The grade differential between street and park is a major drawback, limiting 
visibility into the site. This is aggravated by the shrub mass in one area near the 
Street, although the use of shrubs has also visually enriched the park. Location of 
the basketball court at the rear of the park makes supervision difficult. The 
circulation system is also problematic. The three separate path systems devel- 
oped from the entrances are not connected in the front half of the site. Grass and 
shrubs have been trampled in efforts to move among the three entrance areas. 


Lack of maintenance and vandalism have caused significant deterioration of this 
park. Future development of the vacant lot east of the park may have an effect on 
accessibility, visibility and sun exposure within the Quincy Street park. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: St. James Street Park 
Location: St. James Street 
Acreage: 0.4 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: St. James Street Park is a small, rectangular passive use area abutting St. James 
Street on the south and residences on the west. To the north, the park abuts a 
steeply sloping urban wild-like area with high puddingstone outcroppings that 
afford distant views of downtown Boston. To the east is a residence and a school 
athletic field area below a vertical stone escarpment. The site is designed with a 
cul-de-sac pathway with numerous benches and lights. There is a naturalistic 
planting of crab apple, maple, and some pine trees amid several small pudding- 
stone outcroppings. Climbable concrete sculptures are used in the park as focal 
elements. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The concrete 
sculptures are in fair to good condition. The trees and shrubs are also in fair to 
good condition, except for some small unmaintained grassy areas which are full 
of invasive Japanese knotweed and debris. 


Major Site Issues: St. James Street Park is in generally good condition, although maintenance has 
been inadequate in some areas. There is some graffiti in the park, but the park 
does not appear to be subject to great abuse. The space is simply designed, with a 
central berm and an inviting entrance with granite bollards, a steel picket fence 
and flowering trees. The urban wild area to the north with its magnificent views 
of downtown Boston should be purchased, if not already owned by the City, and 
added to the park. This natural area, with high puddingstone outcroppings falling 
away toward Dudley Square, is presently used for pedestrian circulation between 
the school parking lot below and the park, as indicated by the informally con- 
structed stone steps between the two areas. Development of this link to the 
Dudley commercial center and the school below could greatly augment this park’s 
usefulness for the larger neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Trotter School Playground 
Location: Waumbeck and Humboldt Avenues 
Acreage: 1.3 A 

Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Trotter School Playground is a large paved play area adjacent to an elementary 
school. There are three sunken basketball courts in the western third of the site 
with wide steps for use both as access and as bleachers. The area nearest the 
intersection of Humboldt and Waumbeck Avenues is developed as a wide, shaded 
sitting area. There is a playground between this area and the basketball courts. 
Wide concrete steps encompassing part of the play area provide seating and 
enclosure. A smaller play area is developed for toddlers. Surrounding land uses 
are residential and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The basketball 
courts are mostly in good condition, but one needs a new backboard and another 
needs a new rim. The play structures need rehabilitation. Although the climbing 
structures are functional, the swings are unusable, spring tables are broken and the 
sand surface needs improvement. Two-thirds of the original tree planting is dead. 
The remaining trees are in fair condition but need maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: The overall layout of the original design of Trotter School Playground is good. 
However, excessive pavement has caused a harsh and inhospitable environment. 
Trees in many places have failed, most likely because of the amount of paving 
and the limited open surface available for root respiration and water percolation. 
Additional tree plantings would greatly improve the character of the park, using a 
planting detail that allows a more generous area of porous material to support tree 
growth and health. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Walnut Park Play Area 
Location: Walnut Park at Walnut Avenue 
Acreage: 0.32 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


_—— 


Site Description: Walnut Park Play Area is a small playlot on the corner of Walnut Park and 
Walnut Avenue. Residences abut it on the north and west. The park is entirely 
paved. Several angular concrete walls subdivide the space and separate play areas 
from the street. There are several large silver maple trees on the site. There are 
several play areas with equipment throughout the site. Two concrete circular 
areas, one a spray pool and one of unclear function, are located in the center of the 
space. A wooden shelter is located at the northern corner of the park. Surround- 
ing land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The walls and fencing are in good condition, and the paving is in fair to poor 
condition. The two site benches are in poor condition. The play structures are in 
fair to good condition. The trees are for the most part in fair condition. One is 
dead and needs removal, while several empty tree pits indicate dead and removed 
trees. 


Major Site Issues: Walnut Park Play Area looks severe and barren, despite the fair to good condition 
of most of its play structures. The concrete play equipment is heavy and impos- 
ing looking, providing little play value for children. This character is intensified 
by the fact that the entire site is paved. The existence of mature trees is an asset, 
although they are under stress because of the lack of porous surface material 
around them for water and oxygen intake by the roots. 


The concrete walls are well-used to define spaces, and promote a sense of greater 
space than actually exists. Rehabilitation of this park should focus on greater 
creativity in play structures, more seating, less pavement, and adding more 
plantings. Good use should be made of the walls and shade trees, which can serve 
as positive elements of the park by relieving stress on existing trees. 


MM xtv-40 


ite Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Winthrop Playground is a square site between Dacia and Danube Streets. There is 
a school to the north and a residence to the south. A ten-foot concrete retaining 
wall edges the park along Dacia Street. 


The southern half of the site is an L-shaped grassy area for informal play. A 
basketball and tennis court are located at the center of the park adjacent to Danube 
Street. The northern portion of the site, a lower terrace, is developed as a play- 
ground and sitting area. There are several linear plantings of sugar maple trees 
framing the grass field and athletic court. A bosque of linden trees has been 
planted in the playground sitting area. Surrounding land uses are residential and 
institutional. 


Most of the benches, fencing, steps and paving are in fair to good condition. The 
concrete retaining wall is in poor condition, leaning outward and cracking. The 
tennis and basketball courts are in fair to good condition. The playground is 
unusable. Although there are several metal structures that are in fair condition, 
most are deteriorated. There is no sand surface remaining. The trees are in good 
condition although guy wires have not been removed and the lindens in the play 
area exhibit severe bark damage. The sugar maples in the grassy area are in very 
good condition. The grass is very poorly maintained, with an unremoved thick 
thatch of grass. 


The basic design of Winthrop Playground is good, with athletic courts visible 
from the road, proximity to the playground for the adjacent school and a large 
grassy area for informal play. However, vandalism and poor maintenance have 
caused the playground to deteriorate to an unusable condition and consequently it 
projects an abandoned appearance. The concrete retaining wall along Dacia 
Street needs reconstruction. Although some trees are in very good condition, guy 
wires need to be removed in order to prevent trunks from being girdled. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Whittier Playground 

Location: Whittier Street Housing Development 
Acreage: 0.3 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


ee 


Site Description: Whittier Playground is located in the middle of the Whittier Street housing 
development. The site consists of several small play areas. The site is almost 
entirely paved with bituminous concrete. Surrounding the play area are large 
paved areas with scattered benches. There are several small grassy areas adjacent 
to buildings and parking areas that are planted with trees, shrubs and flowers. 


Condition Assessments: Almost all the benches and fencing are in good condition. The paving is in poor 
condition, cracked and settling. The play equipment is in fair condition, with 
some unusable pieces. The appearance of the play area is deteriorated and 
uninviting, and the equipment offers little play value. For the most part, the trees, 
grass and shrubs are in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Whittier Playground is bleak, unattractive and deteriorated, dominated by 
pavement and buildings with few trees to soften the harsh environment. The site 
warrants redesign. An important issue for this site is clarification of maintenance 
responsibility. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Cedar Square 

Location: Cedar, Thornton and Juniper Streets 
Acreage: 0.6A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Cedar Square abuts Juniper Street on the east, Cedar Street on the south, Thornton 
Street on the west and Cedar Square on the north. The land slopes in a very 
irregular manner from a high point at the north corner of the park with many 
puddingstone outcroppings. The park is covered with a thick meadow grass. A 
puddingstone wall frames the park along Cedar, Thornton and part of Juniper 
Street. Two sets of granite stairs enter the park from the corners of Cedar and 
Juniper and Cedar and Thornton Streets. Two diagonal concrete paths cross the 
park. Four trees that are self-established are located in the west area of the park. 
Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The steps and walls are in good condition, although small areas of the wall need 
repair. The condition of the sidewalk varies considerably. Along Cedar and 
Thornton Streets it is good, within the park it is fair, and along Juniper Street it is 
very poor. The lawn is very irregular and difficult to mow. The existing trees are 
in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Cedar Square lacks a clear sense of purpose and at present functions primarily as 
a pedestrian thoroughfare, with some passive use. Because of the topography and 
rock outcroppings this site would not be appropriate for development with active 
recreational facilities. However, further development with planting, lawn 
renovation and possibly seating would allow it to better serve the neighborhood 
both visually and functionally. The path towards the corner of Juniper and Cedar 
is awkwardly laid out and graded, and should be reconstructed. This would make 
it both more attractive and easier to maintain. 
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Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Laviscount Plaza 

Location: Townsend Street and Humboldt Avenue 
Acreage: 0.62 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Laviscount Plaza is a large paved area at the corner of Walnut Avenue and 
Townsend Street consisting of three separate levels. The terrace at the corner of 
Townsend and Humboldt is entirely paved with a few benches, a bus stop shelter, 
pyramidal steps to a memorial light and a raised square seating area encompassed 
by a planter. The lower east terrace consists of seating and trees around the 
perimeter facing a sculptural spray area. Behind the seating is a terraced planter 
with a lilac hedge. To the east of the plaza is a play area belonging to the School 
Department. To the east of the play area is a rectangular grassed area which 
slopes up to a school. Several picnic tables and large, magnificent oak trees are 
located here. 


Condition Assessments: The standard park-built elements vary considerably from good to poor condition. 
The paving has subsided in some areas, but is generally in fair condition. Al- 
though the benches do not appear subject to any vandalism, many are in fair to 
poor condition because of rotting wood. The lights are vandalized and many are | 
damaged or broken. The concrete walls, steps and much of the fencing arein 
good condition. The trees are mostly in good condition, requiring maintenance. 
The lilac hedge is in good condition. The grass in in fair condition, with a 
somewhat irregular surface. The raised planter is full of weeds. 


Major Site Issues: The overall design of Laviscount Plaza is good. Although somewhat excessively 
paved, the rich lilac hedge and linden planting around the spray pool make the 
plaza as a whole attractive. The raised planter sitting area has several problems. | 
It is full of weeds and needs additional planting to provide some screening for the} 
benches which are now very exposed. This sitting area is a dead-end space, and | 
would be more comfortable to use if there were a second point of egress. 


MB xiv-a4 


Neighborhood: Roxbury 


Site Name: Mason Pool 

Location: Norfolk Avenue and Cedric Street 
Acreage: 0.44 A 

Site Type: Indoor Facility 
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Site Description: Mason Pool is a large, windowless building on a small lot, almost entirely 
surrounded with concrete sidewalks. Norfolk Avenue abuts it on the north, 
Cedric Street on the south, commercial use on the east and an abandoned school 
on the west. There are three, small open dirt areas at the front entrance adjacent 
to Norfolk Avenue. These areas are full of weeds and debris. A chain-link fence 
surrounds the site. Nearby land uses are commercial, recreational, abandoned and 


undeveloped lots. 

Condition Assessments: The concrete walls, walks, steps, ramps and railings are in good condition. The 
chain-link fence is in very poor condition. The building is under renovation by 
the City. 

Major Site Issues: Mason Pool is a large and massive building on a very small lot. Rich, low- 


maintenance plantings would greatly improve the appearance of what is otherwise 
a bleak and uninviting facade. 
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_ Neighborhood: South Boston 


_ Map Key 


Parks/Playgrounds 

1 Buckley Playground 

2 Columbus Park 

3 West Broadway Housing 
Development 

4 Flaherty Park 

5 Independence Square 

6 L Street Beach 

7 Lee Playground 

8 Preble Circle Playground 

9 Sweeney Playground 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


10 Castle Island/Fort Inde- 
pendence 

11 M Street Beach 

12 Marine Park 

13 Preble St. Traffic Circle 

14 Thomas Park(Telegraph 
Hill) 

15 Strandway 

Squares/Malls 

16 Lincoln Square 

17 Sterling Square 

School Playgrounds 

18 Gavin 

19 Perkins 

20 Perry 

21 South Boston High 


Community Schools 
22 Condon Community 


School 
23 Tynan Community School 


Recreation Centers 


24 Curley Recreation Center/ 
L Street Bathhouse 

25 McDonough Gym/ 
Municipal Building 


Recreation Centers (other 
jurisdictions) 


26 Francis L Murphy Skating 


Rink 
27 South Boston Boy's & 
Girl's Club 
Cemeteries 


28 Hawes Cemetery 
29 Union Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Inventory 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Buckley Playground Bolton St. btwn D & 0.65 H-1 Parks BBC-2;VB;L*;PA; timb;s]; 
E Streets sw;tb-3;b-13;df 
2 Columbus Park Day Blvd. & Columbia 57.0 R-8 Parks SHC;BBF-2;SBF-4;LLF-4; 
Road BBC-2;FBF;SF;TC-6;T;L*; 
M;PA-2;sw;sl;b-28;df-2; 
fh-2; bl;tr-2 
3 West Broadway West Broadway & DSt. 1.7 H-1 BHA BBC;BBF;SHC 
Housing Development 
4 Flaherty Park West Third & B Streets 0.23 H-1 Parks PA;sw;timb-2;sl;b-8; flg; 
tb-6 
5 Independence Square Broadway, Second, & 6.4 H-1 Parks Green space;PA;L*;b-21; 
M & N Streets flg;bar;sw;timb-3 
6 L Street Beach Day Blvd. dak R-8 Parks HB-3;VB;BBC;SQC;L*; 
M-4;b-20;df-4;bl-2;tr 
z Lee Playground E. First Street at M 5.2 H-l Parks BBF-2;LLF;PA-3;sw;timb; 
Street sl;bar;BBC-2;b-12;df;M; 
L*;bl;flg 
8 Preble Circle Columbia Rd. * R-8 Parks PA;s1;b-3;sw-2 
Playground (in Columbus Park) 
9 Sweeney Playground West Fifth Street 0.47 H-1 Parks BBC;PA;L*;b-11;spr;sb 
Parks (other jurisdictions) 
10 Castle Island/Fort Castle Island Park 19.9 R-8 MDC M;L*;b;tr;df;beach;Public 
Independence Restroom;Fishing Pier 
11 M Street Beach Columbia Road * R-8 MDC Beach 
12 Marine Park Farragut Rd. & Day Blvd. 17.8 R-8 © MDC FBF;BBF;LLF;M 
13 Preble St. Traffic Circle Preble St, Old Colony 0.33 R-8 MDC Green space;traffic circle 
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Ave, & Columbia Rd. 


Neighborhood: South Boston 


OSs Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
aan ree 
14 Thomas Park Telegraph Hill, Harbor, 2.8  H-1 NPS Green space;M;b 
(Telegraph Hill) & G Streets 
“15 Strandway Columbia Rd. to Castle 51.7 R-8 MDC Beach;public boat landing; 
Island Beach fishing;paved path 
‘Squares/Malls 
16 Lincoln Square Emerson, Fourth, & M 0.22 H-1 Parks Green space;L* 
: Streets 
17 Sterling Square Sterling Square off Old 0.57 H-1 BHA Green space;traffic circle 
Colony Rd. 
School Playgrounds 
18 Gavin Dorchester Ave. & West 0.47 H-1 Schools (6-8);passive green space 
7th Street 
19 Perkins E.9th & Rev. Burke Sts. 0.63  H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
playground 
20 Perry 7th Street 0.81 H-1 Schools (K-5);partially paved 
playground 
21 South Boston High Telegraph Hill & G St. 1.68 H-1 Schools (9-12);practice field; 
partially paved area 
Community Schools 
22 Condon Community 200 D Street 5.04 H-1 Schools/ (Counseling; Education; 
School Comm. Senior Programs;Open 


Schools Gym;BBC;Pool) 


23 Tynan Community 650 E. Fourth Street 1.56 H-1 Schools/ (Counseling; Education; 
School Comm. Open Gym;BBC) 
Schools 
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Neighborhood: South Boston . 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 


TE 


Recreation Centers 


24 Curley Recreation Center 1663 Columbia Road N/A R38 Parks (Child Care;Senior Center;Gym) 
25 McDonough Gym/ 535 Broadway N/A H-1 Real Prop. (Multi-purpose indoor center) 
Municipal Building 


Recreation Centers (other jurisdictions) 


26 Francis L. Murphy Day Boulevard N/A R-8 MDC (Skating;ice hockey) 
Skating Rink 
27 South Boston Boy's & 230 West 6th St. 09 #£4H-1 Private (BBC;P;G) 
Girl's Club 
Cemeteries 
28 Hawes Cemetery Emerson Street 0.26 H-1 Parks Historic Cemetery 
29 Union Cemetery E. Fifth Street 0.12 H-1 Parks Historic Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: Buckley Playground 


Location: Bolton Street between D and E Streets 


Acreage: 0.65 A 
Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Buckley Playground is a small rectangular playground abutting streets on three 
sides and a church on the fourth. Neighborhood land uses are residential. There 
are also nearby undeveloped lots. There are basketball courts at the west end of 
the park and a playground with seating and game tables at the east end. A 
recently installed low berm planted with trees and grass separates these two areas. 


With the exception of the drinking fountain and one light which are in poor 
condition, all the standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. The 
basketball courts are in good condition except for one backboard in fair condition. 
The playground is in fair to good condition. The trees are all in good condition 
but require maintenance. The turf shows worn areas and needs overseeding and 
aerating. 


The recent development of a planted berm in Buckley Playground was a positive 
response to the need for shade and visual relief from the flat, open character of the 
park. However, its placement next to the playground and between the playground 
and basketball court makes it very vulnerable to overuse. In order for plants to 
survive here, there needs to be an intensive maintenance effort which involves 
aeration of the soil five to six times a year and regular tree care. A better location 
for a grove of trees would be at the park edges and far enough away from en- 
trances to prevent walking over the tree root area and compacting the soil. A tree 
has died and been removed near the Bolton Street entrance, most likely a result of 
soil compaction. 


The use of five-foot chain-link fencing along the edges abutting the roads seems 


overly restrictive and gives the park a cage-like appearance. There is much 
animal waste in the park, and this may well discourage use. 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: Columbus Park 

Location: Day Boulevard and Columbia Road 
Acreage: 57.0A 

Site Type: Playfield 


Site Description: Columbus Park is a very large, expansive complex of athletic fields bound by 
Columbia Road on the west and Day Boulevard on the east, just west of the 
MDC parklands along Carson Beach. A large, concrete stadium surrounding a 
new hand-surfaced track dominates the southern end of the park. Renovations to 
the stadium seating and fieldhouse locker rooms and restrooms are being planned 
by the City. Numerous baseball, softball, Little League and football/soccer fields 
are provided throughout. The park also contains tennis courts, basketball courts, 
and a street hockey court. There are three playground areas (one evaluated as 
Preble Circle Playground) and two recreation buildings. Tree plantings are 
confined to rows along walkways. 


Condition Assessments: Almost all the standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition, with the 
exception of a few unusable benches. In general, the sports facilities are in fair to 
good condition. Poor site drainage is causing ponds to develop in many areas. A 
few infields are in poor condition. 


The condition of the playground equipment is fair to good. However, the play 
surface is in poor condition. Both park building exteriors are in good condition. 


The trees are for the most part in good condition. The crab apples are in great 
need of pruning. Lawn areas not subject to sports use are in good condition, 
except for areas affected by the development of ponds. 


Condition Assessments: - Columbus Park provides many opportunities for organized sports. However, the 
large open park appears barren, and expressive of a single-minded concern for 
athletic play. Areas not reserved for play should be developed to provide a 
stronger, park-like landscape and relieve the uninterrupted expanse of flat, open 
land. Planting could utilize shore species to reflect the adjacent harbor ecology. 


Other major site issues are damaged turf and drainage problems. 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: Flaherty Park 
Location: West Third and B Streets 
Acreage: 0.23 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: Flaherty Park is a small square site consisting entirely of play structures, with a 
few game tables. It is bound on the north by a sunken railroad bed and on the 
remaining three sides by streets. The surrounding land uses are industrial and 
residential. The park’s walkway layout responds well to diagonal circulation. 
Paths divide the park into quadrants, three of which have play equipment, with a 
fourth paved for free play. 


Condition Assessments: The City is planning complete renovation of this park. The condition of the 
standard park-built elements varies considerably, from good to unusable. The 
play structures are mostly in poor or unusable condition with exception of some 
concrete climbers, which are in good condition. The play surface is in very poor 
condition and full of glass. All surfaces are covered with graffiti. The trees are 
all in good condition, but require maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: Since this park will be renovated, the major site issue will be to undertake 
construction without damaging the existing trees. Lack of maintenance and 
vandalism both contribute to an uninviting, derelict appearance. Access into the 
park is good and the indented configuration of the fence invites entry. 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: Independence Square 

Location: East Broadway, Second, M and N Streets 
Acreage: 6.4 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Independence Square is a large parcel surrounded by streets on three sides and 
Lee Playground on the fourth. The neighboring land uses are residential. The 
park is crisscrossed by paved paths responding to the major access points. Shade 
tree plantings reinforce the linear design of the square. The focal point of the site 
is a memorial to Vietnam veterans. It is located at the center of the square. There 
are long views from the site to the north dominated by a large utility tower ina 
nearby industrial area. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the lights, several benches, and the monument are in excellent condition. 
Almost all of the other standard park-built elements are in good condition, except 
for two lights that need repair. 


The playground is planned for renovation by the City. Some play structures are in 
good condition, but the majority are in poor condition. Plans also include repair 
of pavement and walls, and tree planting. 


Most of the trees are in good condition, but need maintenance. One tree needs to 
be removed. The turf is in fairly good condition. However, there are numerous 
bumps, and depressions that need to be filled. 


Condition Assessments: Independence Square is for the most part in good condition. However, its overall 
appearance is somewhat bleak, lacking a sufficiently strong and coherent visual 
character. The setting for the memorial is not bold enough to adequately function 
as the focal point for so large a park. Additional plantings or other means are 
needed to better frame and emphasize this central element. Entry points could 
also be visually highlighted and made more noticeable. The prominence of the 
large tower behind the park visually dominates the memorial and diminishes its 
presence. Evergreen planting along the back edge of the park would help to 
screen this view. 


The off-street location of the playground makes it difficult to police. This design 
is likely a result of child safety concern, which could be met as well by fencing. 


M xv-s : 


‘Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: L Street Beach 
Location: Day Boulevard 
Acreage: 7.1 A 

Site Type: Beach 


Site Description: L Street Beach lies directly behind the L Street Bathhouse (Curley Recreation 
Center) on William J. Day Boulevard. The beach, building, and landscape around 
the building are all being renovated by the City. There are basketball, squash and 
handball courts along the back of the building. The beach is divided into thirds 
with fences extending from the building out into the water. 


‘Condition Assessments: Most of the standard park-built elements are in poor condition. The sports 
facilities are in good condition, with the exception of the basketball court, which 
is unusable. The basketball court is scheduled for complete renovation and the 
fences have been repaired. 


ajor Site Issues: Vandalism and inadequate maintenance are the main causes of the deteriorated 
condition of the L Street Beach. 


Given the scope of the renovations to the recreation center and the beach, the 
major site issues will be addressed. 


Supervision and regular maintenance will help to deter vandalism and extend the 
useful life of the facility. 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: Preble Circle Playground 

Location: Old Colony Avenue and Columbia Road 
Acreage: .51A 

Site Type: Playlot 


ee 


Site Description: Preble Circle Playground is located on the northwestern edge of Columbus Park at 
Preble Circle. The metal play equipment sits adjacent to a recreation building on 
Columbia Road. There is one small shade tree near the sidewalk. 


Condition Assessments: Two of the three benches on site are in good condition, and one is unusable. The 
play structures are in good condition, but the grassy surface is in poor condition, 
bare and compacted around the play structures. Concrete footings have been 
exposed by surface erosion. The one tree on site is in good condition, but in need 
of maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: This playground is slated for renovation by the City, including new equipment, 
enclosure with a fence and tree planting. 
At present, the playground is very close to heavy traffic and has no perimeter 


fence to prevent children from going into the road. The play equipment, although 
structurally sound, has little play value. 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: Sweeney Playground 
Location: West Fifth Street 
Acreage: 1.31 A 

site Type: Playlot 


site Description: 


ondition Assessments: 


ajor Site Issues: 


Sweeney Playground is a small park between Gold and West Fifth Streets. 
Residences abut it on the east and west. There is a basketball court, splash pool, 
playground, and sitting area. The park is almost entirely paved with the exception 
of the sand play surface and a number of planting pits. Only two of the original 
20 trees have survived. 


A great many standard park-built elements have been completely destroyed. Only 
the footings remain of many game tables, benches and lights. The spray pool has 
reportedly been inoperable for several years. The chain-link fence is in poor 
condition, but benches and sports lights are in fair to good condition. 


The basketball court is in good condition. The playground is very deteriorated 
and nearly unusable. Only one metal climber remains and the sand surface is full 
of glass. 


One of the two remaining trees has been badly damaged, although does not 
require removal. The second tree is in good condition. 


Sweeney Playground is extremely bleak and uninviting. It is scheduled for 
renovation by the City, with a new playground, basketball court, lighting, fencing 
and landscaping. At present, the most prominent features of the park are paving 
and fencing. Planting should be undertaken in an effort to make the park a more 
inviting place. Planting should be done carefully to ensure tree survival. The 
original planting detail, a small four-foot-square pit in a large paved area, did not 
provide sufficient room for root respiration, water intake, or growth. 
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Neighborhood: South Boston 


Site Name: Lincoln Square 

Location: Emerson, Fourth and M Streets 
Acreage: 0.22 A 

Site Type: Square 


hv 


Lincoln Square is a small, narrow, wedge-shaped parcel bound on three sides by 
roads and on the fourth by a parking area for an abutting apartment building. The 
square is enclosed by a handsome Victorian-style cast iron fence. The original 
planting appears to have been sugar maples, which are now mostly gone. Crab 
apples have been planted to replace them. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: The cast iron fence is damaged in several places and needs repair. The trees are 
in good condition for the most part, however, they need maintenance. The lawn is 
worn in places and soiled by dogs. The concrete sidewalk surrounding the square 
is mostly in good conditon, but in need of repair in some places. 


Major Site Issues: Lincoln Square is prominently located in order to contribute positively to the 
visual character of this neighborhood. Repair of the Victorian fence and replant- 
ing with one tree species would enhance the square and re-establish the unity of 
its original design. The species chosen should be one that does not branch too 
low, preventing views into the space. The crab apples on site are problematic in 
that respect. The high intensity street lights (cobra head fixtures on concrete 
poles) detract from the historic character of the square, and replacement with Vic- 
torian-style street lights should be considered. Reconstruction of the perimeter 
fence would effectively prevent use of this square as a dog run. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Map Key 


a a ee ee eT ee 


Parks 


Byme Playground 
Centervale Park 
Corbett Park 

Cronin Park 
Doherty-Gibson Play- 
ground 

6 Dorchester Park 

7 Garvey Playground 
8 

9 


Mm & WN = 


Hemenway Playground 
Martin Playground 
(Hilltop) 

10 Norton Street Playground 

11 Port Norfolk Park 

12 Ripley Playground 

13 Roberts Playground 

14 Ronan Park 

15 Walsh Playground 

16 Wellesley Park 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


17 McMorrow Playground 
18 Neponset River 

19 Rainbow Park 

20 Tenean Beach 

21 Toohig Playground 

22 Ventura Playground 


Squares / Malls - 


23 Algonquin Square 

24 Andrew Square 

25 Florida Street Reservation 
26 Mt. Bowdoin Green 

27 Olsen Square 

28 O’Donnell Square 

29 Peabody Square 

30 Tremlett Square 

31 Vose Square 


School Playgrounds 

32 Cleveland 

33 Dorchester High 

34 Fifield 

35 Greenwood 

36 Holmes 

37 Kenney 

38 O’Hearn 

39 Stone 

40 Thompson 

41 Wilson 

Community Schools 

42 Cleveland Community 
School 

43 Holland Community 
School 

Ad Marshall Community 
School 

45 Murphy Community 
School 


Recreation Centers 


46 


Devine Rink 
Urban Wilds 
47 Adams Rock 
48 Boston Gas Co. Easement 
49 Cedar Grove Ponds 
50 Eldon Street 
51 Geneva Avenue Cliffs 
52 Granite Avenue Ledge 
53 Hallet Street Brook 
54 Hilltop Street 
55 Huntoon Rock 
56 Keystone Shoreline 


Lower Mills Gore 
Morgan Memorial 
O.G. Kelley 

Penn Central Railroad 
Easement 

R.O.W. Shores 

R & S Machine Co. 
Savin Hill Cove 
School Boy Track 
Taylor Street 

Troy Landfill 


Urban Gardens 


67 Barry Street Garden 

68 Bullard Revival Garden 

69 Bullard Street Community 
Garden 

70 Fanny Lou Hamer Farm 

71 Greenwood Community 
Garden 

72 10 Josephine Street 
Community Garden 

73 29 Josephine Street 
Community Garden 

74 Log School Community 
Garden 

75 Nightingale Community 
Garden 

76 Vinson-Geneva Garden 

ri Westville Street Commu- 
nity Garden 

78 Wheatland Street Commu- 
nity Garden 

79 YMCA Community 
Garden 

Cemeteries 

80 Dorchester South Ceme- 
tery 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Inventory 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Byme Playground Everett & Elm Streets 1.16 R-5 Parks TC;BBC-2&1/2;PA;timb; 
sw;sl;df;tr;b-14 
2 Centervale Park Btwn. Upland & Bournside0.22 R-5 Parks Passive green space 
Streets 
3 Corbett Park Washington, Claybourne, 0.94 H-1 Parks BBC-1/2;L*;b-7;df;tr;PA; 
& Tonawanda Sts. sw;sl;timb 
4 Cronin Park Brent & Wainwright 2.24 R-5 Parks BBC;SHC;LLF;L*;PA;timb; 
Streets sw;sl;b-2;df;tr-7 
5 Doherty-Gibson Dorchester & Geneva 5.86 R-5 Parks BBC;BBF;LLF;SF;L*;PA; 
Playground Avenues sw;timb;s];fh;b-16;bl;tr-6 
6 Dorchester Park Dorchester Avenue & 28.45 S-5 Parks BBC;TC;LLF;L*;PA;sw; 
Richmond Street b-4;df;tr-5 
*y Garvey Playground Neponset Avenue, opp. 5.33 R-5 Parks BBC;BBF;L*;PA;s1;timb; 
Chichatawbut Street shltr;b-7;df-2;tb-3;bl;tr-4 
8 Hemenway Playground Adams & Gustine Streets 4.4 R-5 Parks Currently under renovation; 
L*;bl 
9 Martin Playground Hilltop Street & 132 R-5 Parks L*;PA;timb;sw;sl;tr-3; 
(Hilltop) Myrtlebank Avenue b-3;flg 
10 Norton Street Playground Inwood & Norton Sts. 0.06 R-8 Parks Abandoned lot 
11 Port Norfolk Park Redfield Street 0.12 R-5 Parks Abandoned lot 
12 Ripley Playground Ripley Road & Harvard 0.86 R-8 Parks BBC;TC-2;L*;PA;timb; 
Street sl;spr;tb-9;tr;b-11;df 
13 Roberts Playground Dunbar Street 10.2 R-8 Parks BBC;TC-2;BBF;SBF-2;LLF; 
L*;PA;sw;sl;b-7;fh;bl;df; 
tr-5 
14 Ronan Park Adams Street & Mt.Ida 11.65 R-8 Parks BBC-2;TC;BBF;SBF-3;L*; 
Road PA;timb;sl;b-17;df-3;bl; 
tb-4;f;1-4;flg 
15 Walsh Playground Washington Str. & Clancy 6.97 S-5 Parks BBC;TC;SHC;LLF;SBF;L*; 
Road M;PA;timb;s];b-8;df;tr-4;flg 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


ss eee 


16 Wellesley Park 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


yg McMorrow Playground 
18 Neponset River 
19 Rainbow Park 
20 Tenean Beach 
21 Toohig Playground 
22 Ventura Playground 
Squares / Malls 
23 Algonquin Square 
24 Andrew Square 
25 Florida Street 

Reservation 

26 Mt. Bowdoin Green 
27 Olsen Square 
28 O’Donnell Square 
29 Peabody Square 


Location 

(X Streets) 
Melville Avenue btwn. 0.66 
Upland Ave.& Waldeck St. 
Victory Road & Penn. 3.57 
Central RR 
Neponset River 103.9 
Freeport Street sh! 


Tenean & Conley Sts. 8 


Gallivan Blvd. & Stock 2.2 
Street 


Adams St. behind 1.3 
Dorchester Park 

Algonquin & Bradlee 0.04 
Streets 


Adams & Granite Streets 0.05 


Florida Street from King 0.56 
to Ashmont Sts. 


Summit of Mt. Bowdoin 0.58 
Street 


Adams & Gallivan Streets 0.02 
Freeport Street & 0.14 
Neponset Avenue 

Ashmont Street & 0.04 


Dorchester Avenue 


R-5 


I-2 


R-5 


H-1 


B-1 


R-5/ 
R-8 


R-8 


R-5 


R-8 


B-1 


Parks 


Boston 
Edison 


MDC 


MDC 


MDC 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Passive green space 


BBC;LLF;PA 
Marshes;passive uses;river 
embankment 


Boat ramp; abandoned lot 


PA;BBC;swimming 


PA;BBC;SBF 


PA;field 


Passive green space 


Passive green space;b 


Passive green space;b;path 
PA;b-4;passive green space 


Passive green space 


flg-1; traffic triangle 


wf-1;tr-1;f;passive area 


xvi3 


Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


OSs Name 

Map # 

30 Tremlett Square 
31 Vose Square 
School Playgrounds 
32 Cleveland 

33 Dorchester High 
34 Fifield 

35 Greenwood 

36 Holmes 

37 Kenney 

38 O’ Hearn 

39 Stone 

40 Thompson 

41 Wilson 


Community Schools 


42 Cleveland Community 
School 

43 Holland Community 
School 


Me xvi4 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Tremlett Street btwn 
Hooper & Waldeck Sts. 


0.16 


Bowdoin Street & Geneva 0.05 


Avenue 


11 Charles Street 
Dunbar Avenue 
Dunbar Ave. & Moody 
Street 


Glenway & Harvard 
Streets 


Athelwold & School Sts. 


Oakton Ave. & Delmont 
Street 


Centre St. & Dorchester 
Avenue 


Btwn. Park & Regina Sts. 


Btwn. Maxwell & Selden 
Streets 


Croftland Ave. & Alicia 
Road 


11 Charles Street 


85 Olney Street 


0.99 


5.51 


0.63 


0.98 


1.65 


1.38 


0.49 


0.93 


1.15 


1.81 


E27 


6.02 


R-5 


R-5 


R-8 


R-8 


R-8 


L-1 


R-5 


R-5 


Parks 


Parks 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools 


Schools/ 
Comm. Sch. 


Schools/ 
Comm. Sch. 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


2 grass traffic islands 


Passive green space 


(6-8);partially paved lot 
(9-12);partially paved 
lot;(G);(BBC) 
(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(6-8);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(K-5);partially paved lot 


(6-8);partially paved lot 


(6-8);partially paved lot 


(Education;Open Gym;BBC; 


Pool; Volleyball);track 


(Education;Open Gym;BBC) 


Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
44 Marshall Community 35 Westville & Kingman 3.18 R-8 Schools/ (Counseling;Day Care;Open 
School Avenues Comm. Sch. Gym;BBC;Pool) 
45 Murphy Community Worrell & Rowley Sts. 2.10 M-1 — Schools/ (Counseling;Senior Center; 
School Comm. Sch. Day Care;Education;BBC; 
Pool) 
Recreation Centers 
46 Devine Rink Morrissey Blvd. N/A_ R-5 MDC (Skating rink) 
(in Garvey Playground) 
Urban Wilds 
47 Adams Rock Adams Street O21) LS City Rock outcroppings; 
woodland 
48 Boston Gas Co. Easement Victory Rd. 3.2 W-2  BostonGas Easement;salt water 
marsh;vacant land 
49 Cedar Grove Ponds Mellish Road 3.53 W-2 Private Ponds;wetland;woods 
50 Eldon Street Eldon St. from Geneva 1.75 R-8/E-8 City Woodland;steep terrain;rock 
Ave. to Washington St. outcropping 
51 Geneva Avenue Cliffs Geneva & Cedar Aves. 1.88 R-8 BCC Rock outcroppings;passive 
green space 
52 Granite Avenue Ledge Granite Avenue 0.33 R-8 Private Rock outcropping;woodland 
53 Hallet Street Brook Hallet St. & Penn. 3.41 R-5 Private Swamp;brook;vacant land 
Central RR 
54 Hilltop Street Hilltop St., Lenoxdale, & 1.86 R-5 City Rock outcropping;dumping 
Myrtlebank Aves. site;parking lot 
55 Huntoon Rock Medway & Huntoon Street0.17 M-1 _ Private Rock outcropping;woodland 
56 Keystone Shoreline Penn. Central RR at 0.55 I-2 Penn.RR River shoreline 
Granite Ave. 
57 Lower Mills Gore Adams Street 0.74 L5 Private River;slopes;rock 


outcropping 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) 
58 Morgan Memorial Claymont Terrace 0.96 R-8 Private Sloping;grassy area 
59 O.G. Kelley Taylor Street 19 I-2 Private River shoreline; flats 
60 Penn. Central Railroad § Neponset Ave & Southeast3.3 _-2 Penn.RR  Embankment;shrubs 
Easement Expressway 
61 R.O.W. Shores Neponset Ave & Southeast6.25 I-2 MDC Seawall;railroad tracks; 
Expressway harbor shoreline 
62 R & S Machine Co. Walnut Street 11.29 R-5 Private River shoreline;marsh;tidal 
flats 
63 Savin Hill Cove Morrissey Blvd. 28.9 W-2  Private/State Harbor shoreline;tidal 
cove;marsh;flats 
64 School Boy Track Southeast Expressway 51.4 I-2 MDC Shoreline;creek;marsh; flats; 
woodland 
65 Taylor Street Taylor Street 0.11 1-2 Private River shoreline 
66 Troy Landfill Southeast Expressway & 19.07 W-2 Private Harbor shoreline;cove; 
Victory Road grasses 


Urban Gardens 


67 Barry Street Garden 39 Barry Street 0.09 R-8 BUG f;flowers;rock outcropping; 
bird house 

68 Bullard Revival Garden 32 Bullard Street * R-8 BNAF Vegetables;f 

69 Bullard Street Community 33 Bullard Street 0.1 R-8 BUG f;flowers;shrubs;notice 
Garden board 

70 Fanny Lou Hamer Farm 107 Greenbriar Street 0.42 R-8 DGP/City __ f;wall;rock outcrop 

71 Greenwood Community 138-140 Greenwood Street0.2 R-8 BNAF f;flowers;play yard 
Garden 

72 10 Josephine Street 10 Josephine Street 0.08 R-8 BUG Notice board;f;flowers; 
Community Garden shrubs 

73 29 Josephine Street 29 Josephine Street ¥ R-8 BUG f;flowers;vegetables 


Community Garden 
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OSs Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

74 Log School Community 118 Hamilton Street 0.1 R-8 Real Prop. _f;flowers;(Day Care) 
Garden 

75 Nightingale Community 512 Park Street 0.09 R-5/R-8 DPG f;notice board;flowers; 
Garden vegetables 

76 Vinson-Geneva Garden Vinson St. & Geneva 0.2 R-8 DPG f;notice board;flowers; 

Avenue driveway 

77 Westville Street 30 Westville Street 0.33 R-8 be f;PA;sw;flowers 
Community Garden 

78 Wheatland Avenue 86 Wheatland Avenue 0.17 R-8 BNAF f;flowers;vegetables 
Victory Garden 

79 YMCA Community 77 Washington St. = R-8 YMCA f;PA;sw;flowers 
Garden (At YMCA) 

Cemeteries 

80 Dorchester South Dorchester Avenue 2.19 R-5 Parks Historic Cemetery 
Cemetery (near Gallivan Blvd.) 
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Site Name: Byrne Playground 
Location: Everett and Elm Streets 
Acreage: 1.16A 

Site Type: Playlot 


See 


Site Description: Byme Playground is a rectangular site bordered by Everett, Elm and Mill Streets 
on the north, west and east. To the south there is a quarter-acre wooded parcel. 
The park is almost entirely paved with the exception of tree pits and a large sand 
area for play equipment. There is a sitting area in the middle of the site. The park 
has tennis and basketball courts, and is surrounded by a low brick wall capped 
with concrete and supporting a six-foot chain-link fence. Surrounding land uses 
are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Almost all standard park-built elements are in good condition, although a few 
benches are in fair condition. The courts are all in good condition. The play- 
ground is in good condition, although some equipment needs repair. The trees are 
all in good condition, and there is no grass on site. Renovations to facilities are 
currently underway by the City. 


Major Site Issues: Byme Playground, with its excessive pavement, lack of green space and poor 
layout, is a barren space. Basketball and tennis courts are not efficiently laid out, 
resulting in leftover paved areas that have been developed as sitting areas. The 
location of these sitting areas is not conducive to relaxation and passive use. Two 
of the three entrances are arbitrarily located in the center of street frontage, rather 
than responding to the circulation routes pedestrians take when coming to the 
park. There is a greater need for fundamental renovation than improvements to 
specific facilities. 
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Site Name: Centervale Park 

Location: Centervale Park, Upland Avenue and Bournside Street 
Acreage: 0.22 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Centervale Park is a long, narrow block-long strip of parkland between two one- 
way lanes of traffic on Centervale Park. There are residences on both sides of the 
street. To the east is Bournside Street and to the west is Upland Avenue. The 
park is planted with a single row of shade and flowering trees of many different 
species. There are large gaps in the tree plantings in the western end of the park, 
and a sidewalk crosses this park edge. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the curb is in good condition. However, several sections in the eastern 
end of the park have settled or heaved and require resetting. A number of trees 
have been removed and not replanted. The trees have almost all suffered damage 
from mechanical lawn mowing equipment. The grass is for the most part in good 
condition. 


Major Site Issues: The presence of Centervale Park, which serves as a green median along Center- 
vale Park road, greatly enhances this road and the residences along it. A major 
issue for the site is the damage to trees caused by lack of careful mowing around 
them. They are the primary aesthetic elements of this space and their health will 
determine the visual success of the square. The use of different tree species has 
weakened the design, and replanting of missing trees should be done with the 
purpose of introducing one species throughout to provide greater unity to what is 
a simple, linear space. 
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Site Name: Corbett Park 

Location: Washington and Claybourne Streets 
Acreage: 0.94 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Ok ooo 


Site Description: Corbett Park is a square park on the north side of Washington Street. The park 
slopes steeply down to Claybourne Street and offers distant views to the harbor 
islands. A small playground structure is located in the northwest corner of the 
park adjacent to Washington Street. There is a sitting area along a pathway to the 
south. There is a steep concrete ramp with steps to a basketball court along the 
southeastern park edge. A row of trees is planted along the Washington Street 
sidewalk and behind the basketball court. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most benches, paving, steps, ramp, and railing are in good condition. All the 
pedestrian lights have been vandalized and no longer work. The basketball court 
is in fair to good condition. The play structure is in fair condition, but additional 
sand surfacing is needed. The trees are generally in good condition. The grass is 
very rough and has been eroded away in places where there are desire paths. 


Major Site Issues: Corbett Park, situated on a hilly section of Dorchester, offers fine views to the 
Harbor Islands to the north. The park is the only walking linkage between 
neighborhoods above and below the hill for a considerable distance along 
Washington Street. However, the park’s design has not recognized this important 
circulation need, and several prominent and eroding informal paths cross the park. 


Given the steep topography and beautiful views from the site, the park is well 
suited for development as a passive use area. Improving the path system and 
adding more sitting areas will improve the space dramatically. Development of 
recreational facilities on this steep site would be costly. There appear to be 
springs along the eastern slope of the site which have not been adequately 
addressed in the construction of the basketball court. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Cronin Park 

Location: Brent and Wainwright Streets 
Acreage: 2.24 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: Cronin Park is a square site bordered by Brent, Wainwright and Melbourne 
Streets on the south, west and east. Residences abut the park to the north. The 
park has recently been reconstructed. Street hockey and basketball courts are 
located along the east side of the park. A Little League field is located in the 
northwest corner of the park, north of which is a playground. The park has 
several groves of recently planted sugar maples in the northeast corner of the park 
and around the basketball court. Along the street edges of the park there are 
mature ash and gingko trees. The park is enclosed on all sides with chain-link 
fencing. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


-.Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in good condition except for small areas of 
chain link fencing. The street hockey and basketball courts are in good condition. 
The Little League field is mostly in good condition, although the outfield is badly 
worn and compacted. The newly installed tree plantings have been badly vandal- 
ized. Many are showing signs of stress. Nylon string of the tree wrap has not 
been removed from trees and many trees are being girdled by it. 


Major Site Issues: The major issue for Cronin Park is on-going maintenance and repair to protect the 
park’s recent improvements, especially the implementation of an active turf 
maintenance program to sustain the grass through heavy use. 


The overall layout of recent improvements is good. There are, however, some 
shortcomings. The berm around the basketball court is too small and steep to 
easily maintain and the grass is failing. The location of lights for the street 
hockey courts inside the encompassing fence, and the steep rolled berm at the 
court edges, are intrusive and problematic for play. There are very few benches in 
the park. It is questionable whether an eight-foot chain-link fence is necessary 
along Melbourne Street. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Doherty-Gibson Playground 
Location: Dorchester Avenue and Park Street 
Acreage: 5.86 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: Doherty-Gibson Playground is a trapezoidal site located on the west side of 
Dorchester Avenue, south of its intersection with Park Street. The west edge of 
the park abuts Bourneside Street. Residences abut the park to the south. Opposite 
the park on Park Street is a large shopping center. On Dorchester Avenue just 
north of the park are commercial establishments. The park is enclosed with six- 
foot chain-link fencing on three sides. Fencing was removed along the Park 
Street edge. A baseball field was developed in the southern section of the park by 
cutting into the hillside to the south and filling the northwest park section where 
there is a basketball court. There is a recreation building, sitting and game table 
area and playground opposite the intersection of Dorchester Avenue and Gibson 
Street. The far northern section of the park is developed for Little League play. 


Condition Assessments: Standard park-built elements vary considerably in condition from good to poor, 
with some unusable elements. The grass throughout most of the sports field areas — 
is in very poor condition, exhibiting large bare areas with compacted soil. The 
infields are in fair condition, but need improvement. The basketball courtisin 
good condition. The playground structures are mostly in good condition. More ; 
sand is needed as well as repair of play equipment and the rubber safety surface. : 
Most of the trees are in fair to good condition. Scheduled renovations to this park | 
will address these issues as well as fence repair and vehicular access control. : 


: 
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Major Site Issues: Planned renovations will solve many of the immediate structural problems with 
the facilities of Doherty-Gibson Playground. However, there are design issues 
that will continue to aggravate maintenance and the physical condition of the 
park. The circulation system for both pedestrians and maintenance vehicles is 
inadequate, causing eroded desire lines across the site. Maintenance vehicles 
have driven across the Little League field and other grassed areas and worn 
prominent tracks in the park. 


Location of the fence along Bourneside Street eight feet back from the park edge 
has created a steep, narrow strip of land that is difficult to maintain. Fencing 
appears excessive here, and it should be determined whether it is necessary to 
fence the entire park perimeter. There are opportunities to add plant materials 
along the park edges which would enrich a somewhat barren landscape. More 
intensive maintenance is needed, particularly in grassy areas which are very worn 
and compacted. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Dorchester Park 

Location: Dorchester Avenue and Richmond Street 
Acreage: 28.45 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 
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Site Description: Dorchester Park is a very irregularly shaped park with Carney Hospital and 
Dorchester Avenue on the west, the Ashmont MBTA train yard on the north, 
Dorchester Avenue on the west and Adams Street and residences along the south. 
A narrow right-of-way enters the park from Richmond Street. The east edge of 
the park abuts a portion of Englewood Street, Richview Street and residences. 
The topography of the site is very rolling, with numerous rock outcroppings and 
boulders. Most of the park is wooded. A curvilinear path system which follows 
the topography provides circulation throughout the site. A Little League field is 
located in the northeast portion of the site. Abutting Adams Street is a small open 
field for informal play. Tennis and basketball courts, as well as some swings, are 
located in the center of the park. Stone walls edge the park along Adams Street 
and Dorchester Avenue. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition. Walls, paving and stairs 
need only minor repair. The ballfield is in fair to good condition. The basketball 
and tennis courts are heavily vandalized and minimally usable. Cars appear to 
have been burned on the basketball court. The swings are in fair condition. The 
trees and grass are mostly in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Dorchester Park, with it natural woodland, rock outcroppings and well-aligned 
pathways is a very attractive park. Maintenance is good and there is little 
accumulation of debris. Graffiti and the burning of cars appear to be major park 
problems. The remote location of the courts and swings have made them vulner- 
able to vandalism. For the purposes of supervision their relocation to the park’s 
edge should be investigated. They also seem out of place, visually, in the center 
of the woodlands. 


The entrance on Richview Street is heavily used in order to get to the ballfield. 
The slope here is too steep and is being eroded from heavy use. The installation 
of steps would resolve this problem, 


The limited road frontage, irregular shape and topography of this site makes it 
difficult to supervise. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Garvey Playground 
Location: Neponset Avenue and Morrissey Boulevard 


Acreage: 5.33 A 
Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Garvey Playground is an irregularly shaped park between Neponset Avenue and 
Morrissey Boulevard. The park abuts residences to the north and the Southeast 
Expressway is nearby to the east. The park slopes down from Neponset Avenue 
to a concrete bleacher and baseball field. To the south is a picnic and sitting area 
with a shelter and playground. There is a basketball court and parking in the 
northeast section of the park, and a large field house building along Morrissey 
Boulevard. Two trees are located along Neponset Avenue and a grove of trees are 
planted around the sitting/playground area. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. Most of the light 
poles are out of vertical alignment. The baseball field is in fair condition except 
for the backstop which is in good condition. The major problem with the ballfield 
is the grass cover which is badly worn and the surface grade which has several 
depressions. The basketball court is in good condition. The playground equip- 
ment is in fair condition. The play surface is very poor and almost unusable due 
to poor drainage. Most trees and lawn other than the ballfield are in good 
condition. 


Major Site Issues: Garvey Playground exhibits poor drainage in several places which has resulted in 
boggy, poorly maintained areas. Development of ponds or other design solutions 
which acknowledge these marsh environments can make this condition an asset or 
special feature of the site. The far edge of the baseball field, especially adjacent 
to the sports building, is bleak. To make this area more attractive, tree plantings, 
especially evergreen, would soften building and adjacent parking and screen 
views of the Southeast Expressway. The edge of the park on Neponset Avenue is 
poorly maintained. The existing fence does not appear necessary and could be 
replaced by a guard rail. If fence is determined to be needed, it should be 
installed with a mow-strip at the base. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Hemenway Playground 
Location: Adams and Daly Streets 
Acreage: 4.41 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Hemenway Playground is an irregularly shaped site located between Adams 
Street on the west and Daly Street on the east. Auriga and Ainsley Streets dead 
end at the park on the south and north. Approximately half the site consists of an 
uregularly sloping hillside falling steeply from Daly Street. The lower half of the 
site abutting Adams Street has athletic fields and courts, all of which are presently 
undergoing reconstruction. A playground is located near the ballfields and is also 
being renovated. There is a concrete walk with a series of steps which connects 
the northeast corner of the park to the playing fields. There are desire lines from 
Ainsley Street and Daly Street to this path. A concrete wall topped with chain- 
link fence is located below Ainsley Street at the north edge of the site. There are 
a number of trees on the hillside and along the north and south property edges, 
and several along Adams Street. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: The concrete sidewalk is in generally poor condition, although most of the stairs 
are in good condition. The concrete retaining wall below Ainsley Street is in 
good condition. The low retaining wall along the east edge of the property has 
collapsed along half its length. The grass on the hillside appears entirely ne- 
glected. The trees are, for the most part, in good condition. 


Major Site Issues: The grassy slope is the outstanding scenic feature of Hemenway Playground, yet 
it is not fully recognized as an asset. It is poorly maintained, and the lack of 
pathway linkages have caused numerous paths to be cut across it. There area 
number of entrance points which need to be made more attractive and inviting. 
Entrance into the park from Auriga Street is presently blocked off, and the need 
for and desirability of access here should be determined. There is a wall along the 
top of the hill at the east corner of the property which has coilapsed. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Martin Playground 

Location: Hilltop Street and Myrtlebank Avenue 
Acreage: 1.32 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: Martin Playground is a small rectangular park on the edge of a residential area. 
Opposite the park to the south is an area of industrial use. The park abuts 
residences to the north, Myrtlebank Avenue to the east, Lenoxdale Avenue to the 
west and Hilltop Street to the north. The northern two-thirds of the park is a 
rolling, partly wooded area with boulders and rock outcroppings. There are many 
desire lines throughout the park. There is a path which bisects the site, and in the 
center of the park along the path is a small playground. The southern third of the 
park is an open grassy area. Surrounding land uses are residential, industrial and 
commercial. 


Condition Assessments: All standard park-built elements are in good condition except for the one pedes- 
trian light which is in fair condition. The play structures are mostly in fair 
condition. They require repair and sanding of splintered wood surfaces. The 
rubber safety surface is coming up at its edges. The woodland and the grassy area 
are both badly eroded in places. 


Major Site Issues: Martin Playground, with its woodland and grassy open areas, offers great poten- 
tial for passive park development as well as providing play opportunities for 
children. This potential has not been realized in its present state of development. 
The wooded area is crossed by worn paths which are eroding. Additional paved 
paths here, as well as additional paths to the playground from Myrtlebank Street 
and Lenoxdale Avenues should be considered. Vehicles have driven across lawns 
and damaged grass. Access control needs to be provided in places. The park is in 
need of improved maintenance and repair of the playground equipment and play 
surface. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Ripley Playground 


Location: Ripley Road 
Acreage: 0.86 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Ripley Playground is a small, elongated rectangular park on the east side of 
Ripley Road. The park abuts residences to the north, south and east. Edging the 
park along Ripley Road is a cobblestone wall with a concrete cap topped with a 
wood and chain-link fence. The park has been graded into three terraces. There 
are tennis courts on the lowest terrace to the north. Above a concrete wall is the 
largest, central terraced area with a playground, a spray pool area, a sitting and 
game table area and planters with trees. There is a basketball court on the highest 
terrace to the south. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Standard park-built elements range from good to unusable. Some benches, lights, 
and wood curbing are good, but the sitting area is heavily vandalized and all game 
tables are unusable. Only the sports facilities of the park are functioning 
adequately. The playground is minimally functional. The trees are in good 
condition. 


Vandalism and lack of maintenance have caused severe deterioration and damage 
to Ripley Playground. It is functioning minimally at present, and requires total 
renovation. Broken glass, graffiti and debris are everywhere. The basic organiza- 
tion of facilities in the park is good. However, because this is a long, linear park 
on three levels, two access points are insufficient to provide entry and egress. 
Entrances are necessary at each end of the park. Two rows of chain-link fencing 
along the rear of the second terrace are unnecessary and create a space that is 
difficult to maintain. The trees have been planted in large planting beds and are 
growing well as a result. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Roberts Playground 
Location: Dunbar Avenue 
Acreage: 10.2 A 

Site Type: Playfield 


SS 


Roberts Playground is a large, irregularly shaped site abutting Dunbar Avenue on 
the north, a large school on the west and residences on the south. A protruding 
leg of the property extends to Washington Street on the east. Most of the site has 
been developed for field sports use. There are baseball, softball and Little League 
fields and bleachers. Tennis and basketball courts are located at the southeast 
corner of the park. At the northeast corner is a small playground, parking area 
and restroom facility. Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial and un- 
developed land. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. Several benches 
and many sections of fencing are ruined. The grass of the sports fields is in fair to 
good condition, although worn in some places. The infields are in poor condition 
except for the baseball infield which is in good condition. The basketball and 
tennis courts are unusable. The few park trees and the grass are in good condi- 
tion. Renovations to the park are scheduled by the City. 


Major Site Issues: The slope along most of Dunbar Avenue edge of Roberts Playground greatly 
limits visibility into the park and makes supervision from the road difficult. 
Because of this, it would be best if athletic courts and playground were located as 
close to the northeastern park edge as possible, where there are better views into 
the site. At present, this corner is paved and appears to serve no purpose. The 
park is barren and would greatly benefit from additional trees. 


The circulation system does not respond to desired points of entry, and numerous 
holes have been cut through the fence. The ten-foot chain-link fence along 
Dunbar Street does not appear to be necessary along the entire road frontage. The 
access point from Washington Street has been well designed to define entry into 
the park. There is a strip of land north of this entrance from the playground east 
to the street. It is not clear whether this is parkland. If it is, it could be better 
integrated into the site. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Ronan Park 


Location: Adams Street and Mt. Ida Road 


Acreage: 11.65 A 
Site Type: Playfield 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Ronan Park is a large irregularly shaped park at the summit of a hill above Fields 
Comer. From the park there are distant views of the Harbor Islands and Hull to 
the east. The park slopes steeply up from Adams Street on the east to a large area 
levelled and developed for softball and baseball fields. To the south the park 
abuts a school and residences. To the east the park abuts Mt. Ida Road, and there 
are residences to the north. There are basketball and tennis courts near the park’s 
short frontage on Juliette and Linden Streets. The far northern part of the park is 
attractively landscaped with the summit developed as a sitting and playground 
area. Walks surround the park. Numerous stairs are constructed throughout the 
park to provide access across the sloping site. Surrounding land uses are residen- 
tial. 


Most standard park-built elements are in good condition. Some areas of concrete 
walk and stairs are starting to deteriorate and are in fair condition. The play- 
ground is in fair to poor condition. Many play structures need repair, and they are 
minimally usable. The sports fields are in generally fair condition. The grass is 
very worn in many areas and the soil appears compacted. Two of the softball 
infields need renovation. The basketball courts and tennis courts need repainting 
and repair. The trees are in fair to good condition. The grass on the hillside is 
very poorly maintained. 


Ronan Park is a splendid site with distant views and a number of magnificent 
mature trees. Its topography and vegetation make it well suited for passive use. 
The existing sports facilities have been forced onto the sloping site, requiring a 
tremendous amount of earthwork and creating grassy slopes that are too steep to 
mow. These areas have become deteriorated and unkempt. Improvements should 
focus on the restructuring of this slope, preserving it's character but making it 
easier to maintain. 
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Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Walsh Playground 

Location: Washington Street and Clancy Road 
Acreage: 6.97 A 

Site Type: Multi-Purpose Park 


Site Description: Walsh Playground is a rectangular site on the corner of Washington Street and 
Clancy Road. The park abuts residences on the south and west. A long steep 
slope falls from Clancy Road to a softball and Little League field which were cut 
into the original hillside. Basketball, tennis, and street hockey courts are located 
in the southwest corner of the site adjacent to a right-of-way access from Pleasant 
Hill Avenue. A rocky slope with trees separates the courts from the ballfields. A 
playground is being reconstructed near a second wooded rock outcropping in the 
southeast corner of the park. Surrounding land uses are residential. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition. The infields and 
basketball backboards are in poor condition. The court surfaces, backstops and 
outfields are in good condition. The grass and trees are in very good condition as 
a whole except for white pines in the southwest area of the park which have never 
had guy wires removed. Renovations to various facilities are under construction 
by the City. 


Major Site Issues: The curvilinear access way, wooded rock outcroppings and groves of mature trees 
make Walsh Playground a very attractive park. It is well maintained and com- 
paratively litter free. The use of trees to frame the park path is very effective. 
The major shortcomings in its design are park entrances. Most are openings in 
the chain-link fence, and are not located or designed to mark entry in a clear and 
inviting way. A desire line into the park from the corner of Washington Street 
and Clancy Road indicates the need for a path here. There is a row of wooden 
bollards next to the path along the athletic courts that does not appear to be 


necessary. 
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Acreage: 0.66 A 
Site Type: Square 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


’ Neighborhood: South Dorchester 


Site Name: Wellesley Park 
‘Location: Melville Avenue 
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Wellesley Park is an elongated curvilinear parcel surrounded by Victorian-style 
residences. The park is simply framed with two linear plantings of trees along its 
edges. Flower beds highlight the green. 


The curb is in good condition. Almost half of the trees in the park are in decline 


or doing poorly. The grass is in excellent condition. The flower beds are well 
cared for. 


Wellesley Park is a very pleasant tree-covered green that greatly contributes to the 
beauty of the neighborhood. Unfortunately most of the original trees have died 
and been removed. The remaining trees all show signs of distress and decline. 
There is extensive mower damage on the trunks of the trees. Stress from this 
damage as well as natural decline indicate the need for replanting of trees in the 
near future. Trees need diagnostic evaluation from an arborist to determine the 
cause of decline and to choose and plant trees best suited to this environment. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Map Key 
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Parks 


Bradford St. Play Area 
Carleton & Canton 
Carleton & Holyoke 
Carter Playground 
Castle Square Parks 
Chester Park 
Cumston Street Play Area 
Hanson Street Play Area 
Hayes Park 

0 Monsignor Reynolds 
Playground 

11 O’Day Playground 

12 Peters Park 

13 Plympton Street Play Area 

14 Ramsey Park 

15 Ringgold Park 

16 Rotch Playground 

17 South End Library Park 

18 Sparrow Park 

19 Union Park 

20 Union Park Street Play 

Area 
21 Watson Park 
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Squares / Malls 


22 Blackstone Square 
23 Braddock Park 

24 Concord Square 

25 Franklin Square 

26 Tubman Square 

27 Waltham Square 

28 West Rutland Square 


29 Worcester Square 
School Playgrounds 

30 Hurley 

31 MacKey 


Community Schools 


32 Blackstone Community 
School 


Urban Gardens 


AS) Berkeley Street Gardeners 
Association 

34 Bessie Barnes Garden 

35 East Brookline & St. 
George Community 
Garden 


36 Harrison & East Dedham 
Community Garden 
37 Kendall & Lenox Street 


Garden 

38 Rutland/Washington 
Street Garden 

39 Sarnac/New Castle 

40 Tenant’s Development 
Corporation 

41 Unity Towers/Torre 
Unidad 

42 Warren & Clarendon 
Street Garden 

43 Warwick Street Garden 

44 Worcester Street Garden 

Cemeteries 


45 South End South 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Inventory 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
Map # (X Streets) (For legend see pages 21 to 23) 
Parks 
1 Bradford St. Bradford St. btwn 0.04 H-3 Parks Passive green space 
Waltham & Milford Sts. 
2 Carleton & Canton Carleton & Canton Sts. 0.5 H-3 Parks Passive green space;see SW 
Corridor park 
3 Carleton & Holyoke Carleton & Holyoke Sts. 05 4H-3 Parks Passive green space;see SW 
Corridor park 
4 Carter Playground Columbus Ave. & 5.02 M-l Parks BBF;SBF;LLF;BBC;TC-6; 
Camden St. VB;L*;PA;sw;sl;timb;b-19; 
df-3;spr;br;bl-6;tb-5;tr-8;f 
5 Castle Square Parks Shawmut Ave., E. Berkeley, 1.11 H-3 Parks BBC-2;TC;L*;PA;sw-2; 
& Tremont Sts. timb;b-9;tr 
6 Chester Park Massachusetts Ave. btwn. 0.68 H-2 Parks L*;PA;sw;f;passive green 
Tremont St. & Shawmut Ave. space 
1 Cumston Street Play Area Cumston St. & Cumston 0.02 L2 BRA Vacant/abandoned play area 
Place 
8 Hanson Street Play Area Waltham, Ringgold & 0.07 H-3 Parks PA;BBC;b-6;wf;tb-3 
Hanson Sts. 
9 Hayes Park West Canton St. & 0.29 H-3 Parks L*;PA;sb;s];timb;spr; 
Warren Ave. b-4;tb-4;tr 
10 Monsignor Reynolds Washington St. & 0.32 H-2 Parks f;passive green space 
Playground Monsignor Reynolds Way 
11 O’Day Playground Pembroke St. btwn Tremont 0.7 H-3 Parks BBC;VB;PA;sw;sl;timb; 
St. & Shawmut Ave. b-16;tb-2;sb;f;tr 
12 Peters Park Btwn. Washington St. ars H-3 BRA BBC-3;SBF;TC;HB-2;VB; 
& Shawmut Ave. SB-2;M;L*;PA;timb;sl;sw; 
opp. Perry St. b-24;df-4;tb-11;bl;tr-7;spr 
13 Plympton Street Play Plympton St. & Harrison 0.09 M-2 Parks spr;abandoned play lot 
Ave. 
14 Ramsey Park Shawmut Ave. & Ball St. 5.5 H-3 BRA BBC-3;FBF;SBF;TC-2;L*; 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
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OS Name 

Map # 

15 Ringgold Park 

16 Rotch Playground 

17 South End Library Park 
Sparrow Park 

19 Union Park 

20 Union Park Street 
Play Area 

21 Watson Park 

Squares / Malls 

22 Blackstone Square 

23 Braddock Park 

24 Concord Square 

25 Franklin Square 

26 Tubman Square 

27 Waltham Square 

28 West Rutland Square 


Waltham, Ringgold, & 0.38 
Hanson Sts. 


Albany & Randolph Sts. 2.79 


Tremont & Rutland Sts. 0.09 


W. Rutland Square & 1.55 
West Newton St. 


Union Park St. btwn 0.37 
Tremont St. & Shawmut 
Avenue 


Union Park St. off 0.22 
Harrison Ave. 


Milford & Taylor Sts. 0.47 


Washington & West 2.41 
Brookline Sts. 


Braddock Pk. btwn 0.09 
Columbus Ave. & SW 
Corridor 


Concord St. btwn Tremont 0.11 
St. & Columbus Ave. 


Washington & East 2.42 
Brookline Sts. 

Columbus Ave. & 0.05 
Warren St. 


Harrison Ave., opp. St. 0.07 
Union Park 


West Rutland Square & 0.17 
Columbus Ave. 


H-3 


M-2 


M-2 


H-3 


H-3 


H-2 


H-3 


L-1 


Parks 


BRA 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


BBC;SB;L*;PA;sw;sl;timb; 
tb-3;df;b-18 


BBF;SBF;PA;sw;timb; 
b-2;tr-2;df;fh 


b-6;flg;passive green space 


TC;L*;PA;timb;sw;b-22; 
df-2;tb-2;tr-5;br 


df-2;flg;M;f 
Abandoned play lot 


b-5;f;L*;tb;tr-3 


L*;PA;sw;timb;b-15;df; 
f;wf;tr-4 


Tree lined malls;planters 
passive green space 
Passive green space 
b-12;f;L*;wf;tr-6;flg 
b;f;passive green space 


Traffic island 


Passive green space 
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Neighborhood: South End 


OS Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

a 

29 Worcester Square Worcester St. btwn 0.37 H-2 Parks wf;f;passive green space 
Washington St. & 
Harrison Ave. 

School Playgrounds 

30 Hurley Btwn. Worcester & West 1.24 H-2 Schools (K-5);1/2 parking lot 
Springfield Sts. 

31 MacKey Btwn. Warren & 1.26 H-3 Schools (6-8);parking lot 
Montgomery Sts. 


Community Schools 


32 Blackstone Community 50 West Brookline Street 1.71 H-2 Schools/ (Education;counseling;G;P) 
School & Shawmut Ave. Comm. Schs. 


Urban Gardens 


33 Berkeley Gardeners East Berkeley St. btwn. 0.85 H-3 BRA f;flowers;shrubs;vegetables 

Association Tremont St. & Shawmut 
Avenue 
34 Bessie Barnes Garden 25-31 Warwick Street 0.15 H-2 BRA b;f;flowers;vegetables; 
shrubs 

35 East Brookline & St. East Brookline & St. 0157 BRA Vegetables;flowers 
George Community George Sts. 
Gardens 

36 Harrison & East Dedham Harrison & East Dedham 0.22 * BRA Vegetables;flowers 
Community Garden Sts. 

37 Kendall & Lenox Street 922-948 Tremont Street 0.25 L2 BRA f;b;trellis;flowers; 
Garden vegetables 

38 Rutland/Washington Shawmut Ave., Rutland 0.55 L2 BRA f;flowers;vegetables 
Street Garden & Washington Sts. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


39 Sarnac/New Castle 
Garden 


40 Tenant’s Development 
Corporation 


41 Unity Towers/Torre 
Unidad Garden 


42 Warren & Clarendon 
Street Garden 


43 Warwick Street Garden 


44 Worcester Street Garden 


Cemeteries 


45 South End South 


Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
(X Streets) 
eee 
Columbus Ave. behind 0.23 M-1 MBTA/ b;f;vegetables;PA 
New Castle Apts. BRA 
104-112 West 02 +#H-3 BRA Vegetables;flowers;f 
Springfield St. 
West Dedham St. & 0.06 H-3 BHA Shrubs;vegetables;flowers;f 
Shawmut Ave. 
Warren & Clarendon Sts. 0.04 H-3 BRA Vegetables; greenhouse; 
flowers;f 

69-79 Warwick St. & 03 H-2 #4BRA Vegetables;b;t;f;flowers;PA; 
Melanea Cass Blvd. timb;sl 
Worcester St. btwn. 0.43 H-3 #£BRA Vegetables;flowers;f;shrubs; 
Tremont St. & Columbus PA;sl 
Avenue 
Washington Street (near 148 H-2 Parks Historic Cemetery 
E.Newton Street) 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Carter Playground 

Location: Columbus Avenue and Camden Street 
Acreage: 5.02 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Carter Playground is a triangular site located south of Camden Street and west of 
Columbus Avenue. The park is linked to the Southwest Corridor parkland to the 
north and south. There are softball, baseball and Little League fields in the 
southern two-thirds of the site. There are tennis, volleyball and basketball courts 
in the northern third. Two playground areas are located in the northwest corner of 
the park. There are sitting areas by the playground and ball courts, and a picnic 
area at the southern park edge. Tree plantings are located along the street edges 
and in groves within the park. Surrounding land uses are residential and commer- 
cial. 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: The park has just been renovated, and all park elements are in good to excellent 
condition. Two exceptions are the omamental archway entrances into the park, 
which are in poor condition and scheduled for renovation, and the grass, which is 
becoming worn and needs more intensive maintenance. 


Major Site Issues: The location of entrances to Carter Playground seem to be a weak point in what is 
otherwise a well designed space. Entrances have been located in such a way that 
construction of stone seat walls and paving have badly damaged the roots of 
enormous existing elm trees. There are several points, most notably the corner of 
Columbus Avenue and Camden Street, where entrance into the park is not 
provided. There are several other points where the need to pass through the park 
is not permitted by the fence location. This will most likely give rise to holes cut 
in the fence. New trees planted along the park edge have not been provided with 
adequate growing space. 


MM xvi 


Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Castle Square Parks 

Location: East Berkeley and Tremont Streets and Shawmut Avenue 
Acreage: 1.11 A 

Site Type: Squares and Playlot 
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Site Description: Castle Square Parks are a series of six sites along the edges and within the Castle 
Square Housing Complex. Three of the sites are located on East Berkeley Street 
and consist of sitting areas, game tables, raised planters and trees. A fourth site, a 
sitting area where two basketball backboards were subsequently installed, is 
located on Shawmut Avenue. The two interior sites are largely devoted to play 
facilities. The largest has a basketball court, a large open area of bituminous 
concrete paving and a playground. The second has a sitting area and a small tot 
play area. 


Condition Assessments: Although many park-built elements are in good condition, most improvements 
have deteriorated because of significant settlement of the subgrade. Paving has 
buckled and cracked, and needs complete reconstruction. Walls have moved out 
of vertical alignment, exposing foundations, creating large openings, and breaking 
up the walls themselves. Benches have also settled and are out of line. Most of 
the trees are in fair to good condition. The grass and a few remaining shrubs are 
in especially poor condition. The playground and sports facilities are virtually 
unusable and need complete reconstruction. 


Major Site Issues: The instability and settlement of the subgrade on the site is the outstanding 
problem and largely responsible for the poor appearance and minimal functioning 
of the site. Inadequate levels of maintenance as well as vandalism have also 
contributed to deterioration. These sites are in need of complete reconstruction. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Hanson Street Play Area and Ringgold Park 
Location: Waltham, Ringgold, and Hanson Streets 
Acreage:0.38 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


Hanson Street Play Area and Ringgold Park are two adjacent park sites developed 
separately. The smallest, Hanson Street play area, is located on Hanson Street. It 
is rectangular in shape and has a playground at the rear of the site and a small 
sitting area near the street. It is enclosed with high chain-link fencing and planted 
with trees and shrubs. The park abuts residences on the north and west, Hanson 
Street on the east and to the south. 


Site Description: 


Ringgold Park is rectangular in shape and includes a series of terrace levels with 
concrete walls and planters. It is located between Waltham Street on the west, 
Hanson Street on the east, and Ringgold Street on the south. It abuts residences 
and Hanson Street Play Area on the north. At the street level along Hanson Street 
there is a play area with a concrete stage-like structure and an adjacent sitting 
area. Down a set of stairs below Ringgold Street is a small sitting terrace with a 
shuffleboard court. At the lowest level in the northwest corner of the site is a 
basketball court. The park is enclosed with a steel picket fence. Entrances are 
framed with concrete walls. 


Condition Assessments: Hanson Street Play Area is recently constructed and all improvements are in good 
condition except the shrub plantings, which are in fair to poor condition from 
trampling and insufficient care. 


Ringgold Park is in fair to poor condition and under renovation by the City. The 
standard built elements vary in condition from good to poor. The basketball court 
is being reconstructed. The play area is unusable, although the concrete stage is 

- in good condition. The shrub plantings are all gone, as are some of the original 
tree plantings. Most of the remaining trees are in fair to good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Hanson Street Play Area and Ringgold Park have been developed independently, 
separated by a chain-link fence and locked gate. The original design of Ringgold 
Park has created a number of very interesting entrances. However, this interest 
also has resulted in many hidden areas which make supervision more difficult. 
There are also dead-end spaces with only one entry point. The park is heavily 
vandalized and poorly maintained. 


Hanson Park has been recently reconstructed and is in good condition. Separation 


from Ringgold Park by a locked gate serves to protect the play area from inappro- 
priate use, particularly by dogs. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: James Hayes Park 


Location: Warren Avenue and West Canton Street 


Acreage: 0.29 A 
Site Type: Playlot 


ee a ES 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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James Hayes Park is a square site on the corner of Warren Avenue and West 
Canton Street. Residences abut the site on the east and an alley and residences 
abut it on the south. The park is designed around a central circular play area 
consisting of a half-circle spray area and a half-circle sand-surfaced playground. 
A circular brick path encompasses this area with benches, tables and li ghts. A 
low berm has been created along the east and south edges of the park adjacent to 
the abutting residences. Numerous shade trees are planted along the street edges 
of the park as well as along the berm. 


The benches, tables and lights are almost all in good condition. The brick and 
bituminous concrete paving has settled significantly in several places and is in fair 
to poor condition. Because of settlement of the spray area, the paving needs 
reconstruction. The wooden play structures have badly deteriorated and need 
replacement. Most of the trees are in good condition. Most of the shrubs and 
lawn areas are in fair condition. 


The design of Hayes Park, with its circular play area encompassed by tree 
plantings and a low berm, is simple and successful in providing an enhanced 
experience of spaciousness within a small site. A major problem in this park is 
subsurface settlement. Many site improvements are deteriorated because of the 
large amount of settlement. This problem is most evident in the playground edge 
and the pavement, which has buckled and been pulled up in places. The pave- 
ment and play structures are in need of attention. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Monsignor Reynolds Playground 

Location: Washington Street and Monsignor Reynolds Way 
Acreage: 0.32 A ) 

Site Type: Passive Park 


Site Description: Monsignor Reynolds Park is a trapezoidal site on the corner of Washington Street, 
Mystic Street and Monsignor Reynolds Way. Tall apartment buildings abut the 
park on the south. There is a steel picket fence with some missing sections 
surrounding the site, which has three linden trees and an irregular lawn surface. 
Surrounding land uses are residential, commercial and institutional. 


Condition Assessments: The encompassing sidewalk is mostly in fair condition. Several sections of 
paving have settled and cracked. The fence is also in fair condition. Several 
sections are missing and need replacement. Much of the steel ornamentation has 
been removed. The trees are in good condition. The lawn has fair grass coverage, 
however, it has an irregular surface. 


Major Site Issues: The design of Monsignor Reynolds Playground is very minimal. Given its 
location on busy Washington Street, the site needs vegetative screening to help 
create a relaxing and inviting space. Additional development of paths and sitting 
areas would make this a pleasing green space for the neighborhood. 


The use of salt to kill weeds along the base of the fence is a poor choice for 
maintenance. Salt is not selective and kills grass as well. It lodges itself in the 
soil and can damage trees and groundwater. The lack of a mow-strip under the 
fence makes grass maintenance more difficult, but caustic materials such as salt 
should not be considered appropriate for weed removal. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: O’ Day Playground 


Location: Pembroke and West Newton Streets 


Acreage: 0.7 A 
Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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O’Day Playground is a small rectangular site between West Newton Street on the 
south and Pembroke Street on the north. Housing abuts the park on the east and 
west. Basketball and volleyball courts are located in the southern corner of the 
site. Playgrounds are located in the east and west comers of the park. There are a 
number of sitting areas throughout the park and a few trees remain along the park 
edges. Most of the site is paved with bitiminous concrete. Surrounding land uses 
are residential. 


Most of the standard park-built elements are in fair to poor condition. The 
pavement and fencing are in fair condition. The metal play structures, with the 
exception of the swings, are in good condition. Swings need to be re-installed on 
the set. The wooden climber needs new tire swings and is in fair to poor condi- 
tion. The basketball court is in fair condition. The surface is graffiti covered and 
the backboards need nets. The volleyball court needs posts. The court pavement 
is cracked and has settled in areas around the catchbasin. The few remaining trees 
are in good condition except for one, which is dead and needs to be removed. 


O’Day Playground appears bleak and inhospitable. It is almost entirely paved 
except for the sand-covered play area. Play structures are placed throughout the 
site with no attempt to organize or cluster them in better relationship to one 
another. The park has few trees, and its size offers the opportunity to develop a 
much richer and more hospitable environment for play. 


This park seems especially deteriorated and subject to heavy vandalism. It needs 
complete redesign and renovation. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Peters Park 

Location: Washington Street and Shawmut Avenue 
Acreage: 3.8 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: Peters Park is an irregularly shaped site located north of Washington Street just 
west of the intersection of Berkeley Street. The park abuts Shawmut Avenue, 
Bradford Street, residences and the end of Briggs Place on the north. To the west 
the park abuts commercial and residential buildings. To the east are abandoned 
buildings. 


The park has two large sitting areas, one adjacent to the playground near 
Shawmut Avenue and the other near Bradford Street adjacent to shuffleboard and 
horseshoe courts. Along the east edge of the park is a softball field. In the center 
of the park near Washington Street are basketball, tennis, handball and volleyball 
courts. In the southwest area of the park there is the foundation of a former 
recreation building and another basketball court. 


Condition Assessments: In general, standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition. However, 
most of the lights and the bleachers and picnic tables are in poor or unusable 
condition. The courts are in fair condition. The softball field is in fair to poor 
condition. The infield needs complete reconstruction and the outfield is very 
worn in places. The condition of the play structures varies from good to poor. 
The structures require major repair and renovation. Many trees are in good 
condition, but a number have died and need to be removed. The grass is poor in 
many areas and fair in some areas. Renovations to the park are scheduled by the 
City. 


Major Site Issues: Peters Park is well laid out, with athletic courts mostly concentrated in one area, 
the playground protected with fencing and visible from the road, and sitting areas 
near to but separated from play areas. However, the park is deteriorated, inade- 
quately maintained and heavily vandalized. Installation of a twelve-foot chain- 
link fence along Bradford Street and Briggs Place has blocked entrance from 
these points. This has created a large area within the park that has no exit and 
promotes a feeling of entrapment. A hole has been cut in the fence at the west 
park edge by Washington Street to provide access there. Graffiti is a major 
problem for the park, as well as broken glass, presumably because of heavy use 
for drinking. The community garden plot is not in use and the best use for this 
area of the park should be determined. All the lombardy poplars in the grassy 
west section of the park have died, and should be removed. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Ramsey Park 

Location: Shawmut Avenue and Ball Street 
Acreage: 5.72 A 

Site Type: Playground 
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Site Description: Ramsey Park is a large, somewhat rectangular site between Shawmut Avenue on 
the west and Washington Street on the east. It abuts Ball Street on the south and 
residential and institutional use on the north. There are softball and football fields 
in the southern half of the site. The northwest portion of the site next to Shawmut 
Avenue has a sitting area surrounding a sunken playground, now in ruins. The 
north corner of the site has a tot-aged play structure and a spray pool area. Tennis 
courts are located in the center of the northern half of the site. Basketball courts 
are located along the northeastem edge of the park abutting Washington Street. 
Numerous trees have been planted around the park. 


‘Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition except for light 
fixtures which are in fair to inoperable condition. The sports fields are in poor 
condition. The turf is worn and there are large bare areas and desire lines 
throughout. The tennis and basketball courts are in good condition. The play- 
grounds are in poor to unusable condition. The large area near Shawmut Avenue 
is completely ruined and used for dumping. The tot area has only two functioning 
elements. The trees are mostly in fair to good condition, although a number of 
plants are poor and require removal. 


Major Site Issues: The overall design of Ramsey Park is in most respects a good one. However, 
extraordinary levels of vandalism have ruined many improvements, especially the 
playground’s lights and fencing. Illegal dumping is also a major problem. The 
two prominent desire lines cutting across the playing field areas cannot be paved 
without disrupting sports play. The sunken play area near Shawmut Street is 
perhaps the single outstanding design problem. Poor visibility into the space has 
encouraged inappropriate use and destruction of the facilities. New play struc- 
tures located here should be at grade with the encompassing paths and sitting area. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Rotch Playground 
Location: Albany and Randolph Streets 
Acreage: 2.79 A 

Site Type: Playground 


ee 


Site Description: Rotch Playground is a rectangular site on the corner of Albany and Randolph 
Streets adjacent to the Southeast Expressway and the MBTA bus yard facilities. 
To the north and west are manufacturing buildings. The park is surrounded by a 
ten-foot chain-link fence. Baseball and softball fields are laid out diagonally 
north and south. A playground and open-air shelter are located along the west 
edge adjacent to Randolph Street. A brick restroom and recreation building is 
located along the west edge to the north of the playground. There are several 
shade trees along the edge of the playing fields. Surrounding land uses are 
industrial and manufacturing. 


Condition Assessments: Standard park-built elements are in fair to unusable condition, except for the team 
seating at the baseball field which is in good condition. The two ballfields are in 
poor to unusable condition, due to very poor grass coverage and irregular surface 
in the outfield. The baseball infield and backstop are in fair condition. However, 
the softball backstop and infield are unusable. The shelter is deteriorated, and the 
recreation building is closed and in need of major repair. Two of the six trees are: 
in poor condition and should be removed. The remaining trees are in fair to good 
condition, but need pruning. The play structures are unusable except for a metal 
climber which is in poor condition. Renovations are scheduled to be done by the 
City. 


Major Site Issues: Rotch Playground appears barren, poorly maintained and uninviting. Its location 
in an industrial area adjacent to the Southeast Expressway and MBTA bus yards 
results in the domination of the site by traffic noise and pollution. 


Scheduled renovations will address some of the critical needs for repair and 
improvement of the park. However, its location raises questions about the need 
for certain facilities, such as the playground. At present, it is isolated behind the 
tall chain-link fence and contains equipment of low play value. Tree plantings are 
planned for the park, which is in need of substantial screening and softening. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: South End Library Park 
Location: Tremont and Rutland Streets 
Acreage: .09 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: South End Library Park is a rectangular site on the corner of Rutland and Tremont 
Streets. It abuts the South End Library on the east and residences on the north. 
The park is developed with a diagonal brick pathway from the main library 
entrance to Rutland Street. Wide sidewalks on Rutland and Tremont Streets are 
edged with brick pillars behind which is a well-shaded sitting area. Raised shrub 
beds are located near the library building. The back of the park has a brick wall 
and there once was a row of benches, now removed. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for one bench and 
part of a wall which have settled and are in fair to poor condition. The pavement 
is in fair to poor condition because of settlement of the subgrade. The trees and 
shrubs are in good condition. The lawn is in poor condition. 


Major Site Issues: The design of South End Library Park is simple, providing a pleasant sitting space 
as well as good circulation through the site under the refreshing shade of mature 
trees. Its layout also facilitates maintenance, The settlement of the pavement 
subgrade is the major site issue, causing an irregular pavement surface and 
puddling of water in many areas. The park requires major renovation to repair 
damage, especially of the lawn which has settled about two feet. The filling of 
lawn areas should be undertaken over a period of years so that tree roots are not 
smothered. A vehicular access control structure needs to be installed to prevent 
cars from being parked on the sidewalk and grass, intruding into this passive 
space and damaging the park. 


xvi-1s 


Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Sparrow Park 
Location: West Rutland Square and West Newton Street 


Acreage: 1.76A 
Site Type: Playlot 
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Site Description: Sparrow Park is an irregularly shaped site between West Rutland Square and 
West Newton Street. The park abuts the Southwest Corridor parkland on the west 
and a church on the east. Diagonal paths cross the park. Two small community 
gardens are located near the paths. There is a playground and fountain spray area 
in the eastern edge of the park. A high brick wall edges West Rutland Square. A 
basketball court was located near West Rutland Square but is now removed. A 
tennis court is located in the far west corner of the site. An area just north of the 
tennis court is under construction for what appears to be a basketball court. The 
land for this site has been graded into a gentle bowl and small rounded knolls. A 
number of trees are planted near West Newton Street and the playground area. 


Condition Assessments: Almost all standard park-built elements are in good condition. The play structure 
is in fair to poor condition and requires a major renovation effort. The spray pool 
and fountain do not work. The sports facilities are under renovation as part of the 
Southwest Corridor improvements. The grass is sparse and in fair to poor 
condition. The trees are mostly in good condition except for two Austrian pine 
trees which appear badly damaged by salt. 


Major Site Issues: Sparrow Park’s topography is graded to create gentle and appealing land forms 
that define smaller areas within the larger park and greatly contribute to the 
inviting character of the site. The park has been developed with the active 
involvement of several nearby neighborhood groups. Park improvements and 
maintenance work will be aided by continued coordination with those groups who 
care for and supervise the park. Renovation of the playground spray area should 
be given high priority. Other improvements, such as repair of some benches and 
areas of pavement which have deteriorated because of settlement, should also be 
undertaken. The causes of settlement should be investigated as part of all future 
improvements to this park. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Union Park 
Location: Union Park Street 
Acreage: 0.37 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Union Park is a long rectangular park with rounded ends located in the middle of 
Union Park Street. There are residences on both sides of the street. The park is 
edged with a brick sidewalk and an ornamental iron fence. The site is highlighted 
with two cast iron and stone fountains located near each end of the park. These 
fountains are surrounded with flower beds. Shade trees line each side of the park. 
Most of the trees have been recently planted. A few shrubs are located at each 
end of the park. 


All park elements are in good condition. The trees were recently pruned. The 
lawn requires some leveling and re-seeding. 


The presence of Union Park is a great asset to this residential Street. The park’s 
monument is located directly in front of the entrance, and would be better placed 
to one side or within the park. The shrub plantings are sparse and appear as 
remnants of much larger plantings. The park’s landscape would be improved 
with the addition of shrubs and improvements to the lawn. Maintenance effort 
would be reduced if the iron fence was located on a mow-strip. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Watson Park 

Location: Milford and Taylor Streets 
Acreage: 0.15 A 

Site Type: Passive Park 
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Site Description: Watson Park consists of two small landscaped areas at the corner of Milford and 
Taylor Streets. They are small sitting gardens for neighborhood residents. There 
is a brick path in the larger area which diagonally crosses the space. Along the 
path are three benches. This area is enclosed with a tall iron picket fence and 
shaded with vigorously growing linden trees and an assortment of shrubs, flowers, 
and groundcovers, most of which have reportedly been planted by neighbors. The 
smaller area is a brick terrace with a picnic table and two benches. This terrace is 
framed with plantings and enclosed with an iron picket fence. 


Condition Assessments: Both of these park areas are in good condition. All standard park-built elements, 
paving and plants are in good condition. The only exceptions are some shrub 
plantings which are growing poorly under the dense shade of the lindens. 


Major Site Issues: Watson Park is reportedly cared for by a local community group which both 
maintains and supervises it. The planting design is residential in character and, in 
fact, serves as a yard for a local community that has little private outdoor space. 
This type of community involvement, care and supervision should be encouraged. 
The park’s well-maintained appearance has a positive impact on the larger 
neighborhood. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Blackstone Square 

Location: Washington and West Brookline Streets 
Acreage: 2.41 A 

Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: Blackstone Square is a square site in a residential area bordered by Washington 
Street on the east, West Brookline Street on the north, West Newton Street on the 
south and Shawmut Avenue on the west. The park is designed with diagonal 
paths leading from the four park corners to a large metal and granite fountain at 
the park center. A fifth path enters the park from Shawmut Avenue opposite 
Pembroke Street. Linear plantings of elm and linden trees border the paths and 
inside edges of the park. An ornamental iron fence frames the outside edges and 
entrances into the park. There is a small playground in the northwest corner, and 
benches near the fountain. 


Condition Assessments: The built elements in this park are in good condition, except for the two play 
structures which are in fair to poor condition and need repair. The fountain 
appears in good condition, however, it is not operating. The trees and grass are in 
good condition. 


Major Site Issues: Blackstone Square is well designed and in most respects well maintained. Its 
Victorian-style steel picket fence, historic sign and fountain are outstanding 
features that dignify the space. Trees are growing well in the spacious growing 
environment of the lawn. Repair of the fountain is needed and turning it on would 
greatly add to attractiveness of the square. The choice of light fixtures (concrete 
poles with globe fixtures) is not in harmony with the Victorian character of other 
improvements. The play structures are not appropriate to this space, and reloca- 
tion to another type of park more suitable for active play should be investigated. 
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Neighborhood: South End 


Site Name: Franklin Square 

Location: Washington and East Brookline Streets 
Acreage: 2.42 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Franklin Square is a square site on the east side of Washington Street in a residen- 
tial area between East Newton and East Brookline Streets. The park abuts James 
Street on the east. Diagonal paths cross the site from the corners and lead to a 
large metal and granite fountain at the center of the park. A fifth pathway enters 
the park opposite the main entrance of a large building on Newton Street. A 
sitting area has been developed around the fountain at the center of the park. 
Linear plantings of linden trees edge the paths. Several very large elms, maple 
and oak trees are located in the western half of the park. 


Condition Assessments: Most standard park-built elements are in good condition except for some lights 
which have been vandalized. The trees are in good condition except for one 
which is dead and needs to be removed. 


Major Site Issues: Franklin Square is well designed and in most respects well maintained. Its 
Victorian-style steel picket fence, historic sign and fountain are outstanding 
features that dignify the space. Its appearance would be greatly improved if the 
fountain was operable. 


The concrete poles with globe fixtures are out of context within this historic park. 
The fence located around the flagpole does not seem to serve any purpose. It 
increases maintenance effort and would best be removed. The single outstanding 
issue is the heavy use of the park for drinking. This activity results in both litter 
of bottles and cans as well as the smashing of glass. 
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Site Name: Worcester Square 
Location: Worcester Street 


Acreage: 0.37 A 
Site Type: Square 
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Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 
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Worcester Square is a long rectangular site with rounded ends located in Worc- 
ester Street. There are residences on both sides of the street. Several very large 
elm trees remain from the original planting. Subsequent plantings have used a 
number of different tree species. There is a large shrub bed at each end of the 
site. The park is enclosed with an iron picket fence anda curb. The center of the 
park is highlighted with a fountain. 


The iron picket fence needs major repair or replacement. The curb has settled in 
several areas and should be reset. The fountain appears in good condition. The 
trees and shrubs are, for the most part, in good condition. The grass is sparse and 
the lawn surface very irregular. 


Worcester Square has a very positive impact on the landscape of this residential 
neighborhood. This impact can be strengthened by repair of the fence and 
improvement of the site’s vegetation. Repair of the fence and planting are both ~ 
planned to be undertaken by the City. A statue is planned to be sited in the 
Square. The lawn has an irregular surface and sparse coverage, and is in need of 
renovation. The choice of plants and their location can be greatly improved. The 
location of evergreen trees at the center of the park blocks views through and 
breaks up the spaciousness of the site. They would be better located at either end 
of the park. Additional tree plantings should be considered. More naturalistic 
pruning, rather than shearing, would enhance the character of the shrubs in the 
park. Richer planting around the fountain would help to emphasize it as the focal 


point. 


Parking should not be allowed along the edge of the park because it blocks views 
into the space. The edge of the park between the curb and the fence has an 
extraordinary accumulation of dog waste, which negatively affects the character 
of the site. 
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West Roxbury 


Neighborhood: West Roxbury 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Map of Neighborhood's Open Space 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Map Key 


1 Alberta Street Play Area 
2 Beethoven School Play 
Area 

Billings Field 
Brucewood Street 
Carroll Pond Playground 
Draper Playground 
Hynes Playground 
Piemonte Park 

Quinn Way 


Cee QIAN a WD 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


10 Bellevue Hill 

11 Havey Beach 

12 Praught Little League Field 
13 VFW Parkway 

14 West Roxbury Parkway 


Squares/Malls 


15 Duffie Square 


School Playgrounds 
16 Beethoven 
17 Kilmer 

18 Lyndon 

19 Shaw 


_ Community Schools 


20 Ohrenberger Community 
School 

21 West Roxbury Commu- 
nity School 


Recreation Centers/Pools 


~! Draper Pool 


Recreation Centers (other 
jurisdictions) 


22 Bryan Rink & Phelan Pool 
23 Parkway Boys Club 


24 YMCA 
Urban Wilds 
25 Bakalar 


26 Brandagee 

27 Centre Marsh 

28 Dana Road 

29 Dragon Rock 

30 Dump Shoreline 
31 Hancock Swamp 
32 Hancock Woods 
33 New Haven Street 
34 Oak Ridge 

35 Parkway Pond 
36 Rivermoor 


yi Rockview 


38 Roxbury Latin School 

39 Sawmill Brook 

40 Searle Road Rock 

41 Souther 

42 Spring Street Marsh 

43 Waverly Road 

44 West Roxbury High 
School 

45 West Roxbury Quarry 


Cemeteries 


46 Gethsemane 

47 Mt. Benedict 

48 Mt. Lebanon 

49 Mt. St. Joseph 

50 Westerly Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Inventory 


Os Name 

Map # 

Parks 

1 Alberta Street Play 
Area 

2 Beethoven School 
Play Area 

3 Billings Field 

4 Brucewood Street 

5 Carroll Pond Playground 

6 Draper Playground 

7 Hynes Playground 

8 Piemonte Park 

9 Quinn Way 


Parks (other jurisdictions) 


10 Bellevue Hill 

11 Havey Beach 

12 Praught Little League 
Field 

13 VFW Parkway 
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Location 

(X Streets) 
Alberta Street i Pa 
Washington & Intervale 0.77 
Streets 
LaGrange & Bellevue 10.83 
Streets 
Brucewood Street 0.8 
Carrolton & Schiller 0.47 
Roads 
Washington & Stimson 5.76 
Streets 
V.F.W. Parkway at 6.42 


Brucewood Street 


Lasell Street at Addington 0.09 
Road 


Centre Street & Quinn 0.03 
Way 

West Rox.Pkwy.(La 23.2 
Grange to Stratford St.) 

Cow Island Pond & 14.94 
V.F.W. Parkway 


Baker St.(nr. Centre Street)2.7 


Dedham Line to Centre * 
Street 


S-5 


S-5 


S-5 


S-5 


S-5 


S-5 


S-3 


L-1 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


Parks 


M.D.C. 


M.D.C. 


Private 


M.D.C. 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 
(For legend see pages 21 to 23) 


Abandoned PA;RR/parking lot 


PA; b-7 


BBF; SBF; LLF; PA; sw;timb; 
sl; BBC; FBF; SF;TC(2/2); 
BBC;FBF; SF; TC;b;L* 


Undeveloped parkland ; 
abutting Hynes Playground 


Undeveloped lot ; wetland 
area 


BBF;SBF;b-8; df; L*;tb-4; 
BBC;TC-11/2;fh;PA; 
sw;timb;sl;f 


BBF;SBF;BBC; b-24;df-3; 
L*;tb-3;tr-3;PA;sw;sl 


Landscaped mini-park; traffic 
island 


Undeveloped lot; access to — 
Billings Field 


Abandoned park site 


Beach; woodland ;wetland 


LLF;b1;L* 


Landscaped mall 


Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Os Name Location Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 

Map # (X Streets) 

(ne ne Se 

14 West Roxbury Parkway Hyde Parkto Brookline 43 S-5 M.D.C. Landscaped mall 

Squares / Malls 

15 Duffie Square Clement Avenue & 0.05 M-1 Parks Triangular green space; 
Strafford Street traffic island 

School Playgrounds 

16 Beethoven Washington & Intervale 0.57 S-5 Schools (see Parks #2) 
Streets 

17 Kilmer Ansonia & Baker Streets 1.69 S-5 Schools (K-5);partially paved play 

area 

18 Lyndon Btwn. Russett & Greaton 0.73 S-5 Schools (K-5);partially paved play 
Streets area 

19 Shaw Chapin Ave. & Mt. 132 B5<4 Schools (K-5);partially paved play 
Vernon Street area 


Community Schools 


20 Ohrenberger Community 175 West Boundary 43 S-5 Schools/ (K-5)(Day Care;Education;Senior 
School Road Comm. Sch. Center;Gym) BBF-3; BBC-2 

21 West Roxbury 1205 V.F.W. Parkway 5.7 19B-1 Schools/ (Education;Gym;BBC;P) 
Community School (High School) Comm. Sch. FBF;TC-6;T;P;BBC;SF;L* 


Recreation Centers / Pools 


‘e Draper Pool Washington & Stimpson N/A S-5 Parks Open 1973/closed 
Streets Proposition 2-1/2 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Location 
(X Streets) 


OS Name 
Map # 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


a  ———  ————— 


Recreation Centers (other jurisdictions) 


22 Bryan Rink & Phelan 
Pool 

23 Parkway Boys Club 

24 YMCA 

Urban Wilds 

25 Bakalar 

26 Brandagee 

27 Centre Marsh 

28 Dana Road 

29 Dragon Rock 

30 Dump Shoreline 

an Hancock Swamp 

32 Hancock Woods 

33 New Haven Street 

34 Oak Ridge 

35 Parkway Pond 


Me xvi 


VFW Parkway (Charles N/A 
Park Rd.nr. Dedham line) 


1716 Centre Street N/A 
15 Bellevue Street N/A 
Allandale Road 43 
(Brookline line) 


Allandale Rd. & Centre 5 
Street (nr. Souther) 


Centre & Grove Streets 5.31 


Cottage Rd/Walnut & 0.86 
Linden Rds/Pine Rd 
Centre Street 1.17 


Charles River, Gardner & 80.9 
Rivermoor Strs. 


Broadlawn Dr.& LaGrange7.9 
St.(Mt. Benedict Cem) 

VFW Parkway & 47.3 
Independence Drive 


Btwn. VFW Parkway & 9.73 
New Haven Street 


Laurie Avenue 0.25 


VFW Parkway(Durant 3.32 
Street to Park Ln) 


S-5 


B-1 


B-1 


S-3 


S-3 


S-5 


S-5 


S-5 


1-2 


R-5 


S-5 


S-5 


Private 


BCC: 


Private 


BEX: 


City(RPD) 


City(DPW) 


B.C.C. 


Private 


Private 


Private 


Private 


(P;Skating rink) 


(Gym;BBC;exercise classes) 


(Gym;BBC;P;HBC) 


Woodland;small ponds; 
rock outcropping;paths 


Woodland ;rock 
outcropping;sloped terrain 


Dense woodland; shrub and 
tree swamp 


(3 sites) Brook; wetland; 
rock outcropping 


Rock outcropping; 
woodland 


Riverbank; wetlands; former 
dump site 


Dense woodland; wetlands 
Woodland; wetland ; rock 
outcropping 


Linear site; RR tracks; 
brook; meadow 


Large rock outcropping 


Linear site; woods ; wetland 


Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Location 
(X Streets) 


Acres Zoning Ownership Facilities 


rr Oe 


OS Name 
Map # 
36 Rivermoor 
37 Rockview 
38 Roxbury Latin School 
39 Sawmill Brook 
40 Searle Road Rock 
41 Souther 
42 Spring Street Marsh 
43 Waverly Road 
44 West Roxbury 
High School 
45 West Roxbury Quarry 
Cemeteries 
46 Gethsemane 
47 Mt. Benedict 
48 Mt. Lebanon 
49 Mt. St. Joseph 
50 Westerly Cemetery 


Rivermoor Street 24.6 M-l 
(nr. Dedham Line) 

New Haven Street 1.19 §S-5 
Quail Street 76.38 S-5 
Baker Street 68.8 S-3 
Searle & Louise Rd. 0.61 S-3 
Allandale Rd. & Brownson17 S-3 
Terrace 

VFW Parkway & Spring 30.3 M-2 
Street 

Centre & Grove Streets 1.75 S-5 
VFW Parkway (adjacent 43.1 S-3 
to school entrance) 

Grove Street 70 S-5 
Brook Farm * S-3 
LaGrange Street = S-3 
Baker Street ed S-3 
VFW Parkway/Baker ia S-3 
Street 

Centre Street 0.9 B-1 


Private 


Private 


Private 


Private 


Private 


Private 


B.C.C. 


Private 


City(PFD) 


B.C.C. 


Private 
Private 
Private 


Private 


Parks 


Woodland; riverbank 


Rock outcropping; steep 
slope 
Rock outcropping; wetlands 


Marsh ; Seasonably Flooded 
wetlands; woods 


Rock outcropping; woodland 


Woodland; meadow; brook; 
former dump site 


Riverbank; marsh; 
woodland 


Tree Swamp; woodland 


Wetlands; fresh water 
swamp 


Rock ledges;quarry pits 


Operating Cemetery 
Operating Cemetery 
Operating Cemetery 


Operating Cemetery 


Historic Cemetery 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Beethoven School Play Area 
Location: Washington and Intervale Streets 
Acreage: 0.77 A 

Site Type: Playlot 


EE 


Site Description: Beethoven School Play Area is a small elongated rectangular site which lies 
below and adjacent to an elementary school and fire station. Other surrounding 
land uses are residential. A bituminous concrete walkway frames an interior 
playspace which has concrete and metal play structures within four circular 
concrete seatwalls. These four areas are connected by metal stepping blocks. 


Condition Assessments: The playground is in deteriorated condition. Three of seven benches are in fair 
condition, and the remaining four are unusable. The concrete seatwalls are in fair 
condition and show signs of continuing deterioration. The concrete play struc- 
tures vary in condition from good to unusable. Some spalling of the concrete has 
exposed steel reinforcing and created very abrasive surfaces. Metal play struc- 
tures are in good condition, although most of the metal stepping blocks are rusting 
badly. The play surface is in poor condition, with broken glass, rocks and debris. 


Major Site Issues: The extremely degraded condition of Beethoven School Play Area coupled with 
its heavy use from the school makes renovation of this park a priority. Even 
though there are many structures, the old play equipment offers minimal play 
value and no variety throughout the site. 


Since the park area is at a lower grade than the adjacent school and fire station, 


drainage should be evaluated to determine the need for underdrains and catch- 
basins. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Billings Field 
Location: La Grange and Bellevue Streets 
Acreage: 10.83 A 


Site Type: Playfield 
eee EE ee 

Site Description: Billings Field is a very large, active park (originally designed by Frederick Law 
Olmsted) located below Bellevue Street at the foot of a steeply sloping wooded 
hillside. It abuts streets on all sides with the exception of residences on the 
northwest, The park is almost entirely enclosed by chain-link fencing except for 
its Bellevue Street edge, where there is a high stone wall. There are softball, 
Little League, baseball and soccer fields in the center of the site. Tennis and 
basketball courts are located below Bellevue Street, and nearby there are concrete 
bleachers for watching baseball games. A playground is located on the opposite 
side of the park next to a recreation building on La Grange Street. The surround- 
ing land uses are residential. 

Condition Assessments: 


The standard park-built elements are almost all in good condition except for half 
of the benches and about one-quarter of the fencing, which are in fair condition. 


In general, the ballfields are in fair to good condition. The infields are in good 
condition, although there do appear to be some drainage problems in the outfields. 
The soil seems heavy and the ground has numerous depressions and slight ridges, 
Causing ponds to develop. 


Major Site Issues: ae 
The perimeter planting of linden trees is beginning to decline and needs immedi- 


ate pruning. There is a natural wooded area along the northeast edge of the 
property. 


The most important site issues to address are drainage and maintenance. In par- 
ticular, many trees need pruning and some areas of the field drain poorly. 


In addition, there is excessive, unnecessary fencing along park boundaries 
abutting roads and the need for internal, paved circulation for pedestrians and 
vehicles should be explored. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Brucewood Street 
Location: Brucewood Street 
Acreage: 0.8 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 


Site Description: Brucewood Street is a small, irregularly shaped rocky woodland bordered on the 
southwest by Brucewood Street and on the north by the V.F.W. Parkway. To the 
east, the site abuts a gasoline station and to the southeast, a residence. A small 
strip of the parcel abuts Hynes Playground. Judging from the configuration of the 
site, it appears that the land for the gas station was once part of the parkland. 


There is a 20-foot puddingstone escarpment along the parkway. Along the 
Brucewood Street edge, the site drops very steeply to the sidewalk. The site is 
almost entirely wooded with oaks and some black cherry trees, and there are 
numerous stones throughout. There are several desire lines or undesignated paths 
through the site. 


Major Site Issues: Brucewood Street is a highly visible pleasant woodland, situated on a street 
corner. The slope along the edge of Brucewood Street sidewalk is very steep and 
eroding badly. This edge needs a retaining wall or regrading, although the latter 
would cause the loss of numerous trees. Desire lines indicate the frequent use of 
this park as a way through to Hynes Playground. It is unfortunate that the site is 
only minimally contiguous with the playing fields. Further connection of this 
natural area with Hynes by an organized soft-surface pathway would help to 
concentrate pedestrian traffic and minimize any disturbance to these woods. 
Regular maintenance to remove trash would greatly improve this park’s appear- 
ance. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Carroll Pond Playground 
Location: Carrolton and Schiller Roads 
Acreage: 0.47 A 

Site Type: Undeveloped Lot 


AE eee ee ea] 


Sameer ee 


Site Description: Carroll Pond Playground is a small, square, wooded parcel of land. It is sur- 
rounded on three sides by residences and abuts Carrolton Road to the northeast. 
There is a small wet area in the southwest section of the site that appears to 
develop ponds during wet weather. Fill and other materials have been dumped 
onto the property. 


Major Site Issues: It should be determined if there is a need for a play area in this location. If sO, 
careful development that seeks to retain larger trees of good form could respond 
to recreational needs while maintaining some of the mature woodland character of 
the site. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Draper Playground 

Location: Washington and Stimson Streets 
Acreage: 5.76 A 

Site Type: Playground 


Site Description: Draper Playground is a large rectangular park almost entirely hidden by abutting 
houses. There are several undeveloped lots that abut the park. Access is gained 
from three rights-of-way between residences on Washington and Stimson Streets. 
Two provide maintenance access to the baseball and Little League fields in the 
northwestern edge of the site. One provides access to a parking area beside a pool 
building. Nearby there is a playground, tennis and basketball courts. 


Condition Assessments: Most of the standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition, although 
there are a few elements in poor condition. The tennis and basketball courts are in 
fair condition, however some sections of the fence are in poor condition. The 
ballfields are in fair to good condition. The playground is deteriorated, although 
most of the equipment is in fair to good condition. The surface is in very poor 
condition with debris and broken glass. 


Major Site Issues: The park appears in deteriorated and unmaintained condition, and seems espe- 
cially subject to vandalism because of its hidden location. The walls of the pool 
building are covered with graffiti, and there is broken glass throughout the courts, 
parking lot and playground. There has been dumping of construction debris in the 
parking lot. Because this park has no road frontage and is accessed only through 
rights-of-way, police supervision takes extra effort. The access ways need signs 
and the development of a more characteristically park-like landscape. The steep 
slope below the parking area and the hidden comers behind the pool building are 
difficult to maintain. 


Consideration should be given to enlarging the park, which could be done by 
purchasing the adjacent undeveloped areas bordering the park on the north and 
west. This would provide an access way from neighborhoods north and west, 
although it would not improve supervision due to rock outcroppings. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Hynes Playground 


Location: V.F.W. Parkway at Brucewood Street 


Acreage: 6.42 A 
Site Type: Playground 


a A Ue oe a2 oh as ew an Saag SRR Ge ere er 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


OP are a a ee ak re 


Hynes Playground is an irregularly shaped park located on V.F.W. Parkway. 
Except for access from two dead-end roads at the east and west edge of the park 
and a pathway from the end of Greaton Road, the park is surrounded and hidden 
by residential development and a gas station. The park area abutting V.F.W. 
Parkway has been developed as a playground with basketball courts. The interior 
of the site has been leveled to create baseball and Little League fields. This 
grading has resulted in a steep north-facing embankment along the southern edge 
of the site. A pleasant perimeter pathway is laid out to link all park features. Sur- 
rounding land uses are residential, commercial and mass transit. 


Almost all of the standard park-built elements are in fair to good condition, except 
for about one-third of the benches and one drinking fountain, which are in poor or 
unusable condition. Except for the backstop which is in fair condition, the 
baseball field and basketball courts are in good condition. The Little League field 
is in poor to unusable condition because of springs at the base of the embankment 
which have saturated the soil along the edge of the playing field. The playground, 
consisting of metal and concrete equipment, is in good condition, although the 
equipment offers low play value. This play area is scheduled for redevelopment 
by the City. 


As a whole, Hynes Playground appears in fair condition, with little vandalism. 
The springs at the base of the hillside require further investigation to determine 
how to provide adequate drainage for this area of the playing field. Because of 
the limited amount of road frontage, the pedestrian access ways from the dead- 
end roads need stronger and more inviting treatments. Additional planting of the 
park’s embankment would greatly enhance the character of the park. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Piemonte Park 

Location: Lasell Street at Addington Road 
Acreage: 0.09 A 

Site Type: Square 


Site Description: Piemonte Park is a small triangular island at the intersection of Lyall, Lasell and 
Addington Streets in a quiet residential neighborhood. Park improvements 
consist of a sign and a perimeter concrete sidewalk with a granite curb. The grass 
surface is rough and irregular. Five trees and three shrub plantings are the 
primary landscape features of the park. 


Condition Assessments: The sign and most of the sidewalks are in good condition with some sections of 
sidewalk in fair condition. The trees are all in good condition, although the two 
crab apple trees need pruning. 

Major Site Issues: The random planting of vegetation gives Piemonte Park a haphazard and disor- 


ganized appearance. The park is not well-maintained. The overgrown shrub 
plantings adjacent to the road obstruct motorists’ visibility at the intersections, 
and are problematic. A simplified planting scheme would greatly improve the 
appearance of this site. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Duffie Square 
Location: Clement Avenue 
Acreage: 0.05 A 

Site Type: Square 


a 


Site Description: 


Condition Assessments: 


Major Site Issues: 


Duffie Square is an oval turnaround at the end of Stratford Street at its intersec- 
tion with Clement Avenue. It is adjacent to the newly built Highland MBTA 
station. The park has a scattering of trees, a few shrubs, lawn and an undesig- 
nated path that runs diagonally across the space. Surrounding land uses are 
residential and mass transit. 


The only site improvements are the perimeter granite curb and two high-intensity 
lights, all in good condition. The ground is irregular and the turf in poor condi- 
tion. Seven trees are growing on site; all appear to be volunteers and are in good 
condition. A few shrubs are present and appear to be remnants of a former 
planting. 


Duffie Square’s prominent location as a focal point at the end of Stratford Street, 
as well as its proximity to the new MBTA station, make this an important space. 
The diagonal desire line indicates that the square is frequently used as a short cut 
across this intersection. 


Since none of the abutting residences use this cul-de-sac for driveway access, 
expansion of this square to incorporate all of Stratford Street to the northeast, 
northwest and southwest should be studied. This will be the main entrance to the 
MBTA station, and such an expansion would not only increase parkland for the 
neighborhood, but also allow the development of an attractive entrance to the 
train station. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Brandagee and Souther 
Location: Allandale and Centre Streets 
Acreage: 5.0 A and 17.0A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 


Site Description: Brandagee and Souther, two large urban wilds, abut one another and form part of 
a larger natural ecosystem of woods, wetland and rock outcropping. Therefore, 
they are treated here as one site. The area appears to have been part of a former 
large estate. The boundaries of the site meet parts of the V.F.W. Parkway lands. 
There is a pond which may be on the property and a constructed waterfall at the 
pond’s spillway. There are remnants of former trails, roadways and walls 
throughout the woodland. Extensive areas of undeveloped woodland abut the two 
sites on the west. 


The existing vegetation is extraordinary. Enormous oaks, maples and pines are 
prominent on the lower, wetter section of the site. There are numerous small, 
gnarled oaks and lowbush blueberry on the rocky areas. Trees that are apparently 
escapes from the Arold Arboretum have established themselves on the site. 
They are primarily cork trees. A low wall edges the property on Allandale Street. 
There is a sign identifying the property as Allandale Woods. 


Major Site Issues: The lands under City ownership appear to be part of a much larger and more 
extensive area of undeveloped land, and preservation of this larger system 
including the former estate (now housing Health Management Services) and an 
abutting farm should be a priority for City officials and private developers. Be- 
cause of the unspoiled nature of the site, largely due to its limited use and the 
level of improvements, development should be limited to the addition of a few 
informal trails. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Dump Shoreline 
Location: Charles River and N -Y., N.H. and H.RR. 


Acreage: 80.9 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 
Se eae ar nes anemic a a sel or a in 

Site Description: The survey team surveyed the site to the north of the intersection of Brook Farm 
Brook and the Charles River. This area consists of a filled dike carrying a road 
through vast marsh areas primarily covered with cattails. The road terminates on 
a small sandy island covered with hardwood trees. To the west towards the river, 
the site is very irregular as a result of dumped logs, branches, shrubs, soil, etc. 
According to the gatekeeper of an adjacent dump, there was a Parks Department 
dump on this site for many years. Access to the site is unclear. 

Major Site Issues: The former dumping on this site compromises its natural character. Consideration 


should be given to ways to restore the landscape. One possibility might be 
consolidation of dumped material into a small high island similar to the existing 
knolls occasionally emerging along the wetlands in the area. This knoll could be 
landscaped as a natural grove. This site should not be developed for active 
recreation, but should be primarily a passive natural area. Access should be 
further clarified. 
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Neighborhood: West Roxbury 


Site Name: Hancock Swamp 
Location: Brook Farm Brook 
Acreage: 7.9 A 

Site Type: Urban Wild 
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Site Description: Hancock Woods is a parcel of swampland at the headwaters of Brook Farm 
Brook. It is a small site within a much larger area of swampland surrounded on 
three sides by undeveloped wooded rock outcroppings. On the south, the site 
abuts dense housing development. The site has a boardwalk of about 400 feet 
entering the property from an old impoundment that bisects the swamp and 
appears to be the western property boundary. 


Major Site Issues: The remote location of this property behind a large apartment complex, along 
with the lack of signage and parking for conservation land visitors, makes this 
area very difficult to use. The site is accessible from a trail system laid out by the 
Brookline Conservation Commission. Future development of the large wetland 
area to the northwest of the site would greatly compromise enjoyment of Hancock 
Swamp and the ecological integrity of the area. 
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Master List 
City of Boston: 
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Site Name Neighborhood 
Adams Park (Roslindale Sq) Roslindale 
Alberta Street Play Area* West Roxbury 
Allen Park North Dorchester 
Amatucci Playground Hyde Park 
American Legion Playground East Boston 
Arborway Jamaica Plain 
Archdale Housing Development Roslindale 
Amold Arboretum Jamaica Plain 
Back Bay Fens Fenway/Kenmore 
Barry Playground Charlestown 
Beauford Play Area Roxbury 
Beecher Street Play Area Jamaica Plain 
Beethoven School Play Area West Roxbury 
Belden Street Tot Lot North Dorchester 
Billings Field West Roxbury 
Blackstone Square South End 
Boston Common Back Bay/Beacon Hill 
Bradford Street Play Area South End 
Brewer-Burroughs Tot Lot Jamaica Plain 
Broad Street Park Downtown 
Bromley-Heath Playground Jamaica Plain 
Brophy Park East Boston 
Brucewood Street* West Roxbury 
Brunswick-King Play Area Roxbury 
Buckley Playground South Boston 
Byme Playground South Dorchester 
Caldwell Play Area Charlestown 
Carleton & Canton* South End 
Carleton & Holyoke* South End 
Carroll Pond Playground* West Roxbury 
Carter Playground South End 
Cassidy Playground Allston/Brighton 
Castle Square Parks South End 
Centervale Park South Dorchester 
Ceylon Hill Park Roxbury 
Ceylon Street Playground Roxbury 
Charlestown High/Boat Ramp Charlestown 
Charlestown Naval Shipyard Park Charlestown 
Charter Street Playground North End 
Chester Park South End 
Childrens Park Roxbury 
Clarendon Tot Lot Back Bay/Beacon Hill 
Clifford Playground Roxbury 

North Dorchester 


Columbia Point Playground* 
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Site Name 


Columbus Park 

Columbus Park 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
Connolly (Marcella) Park 
Cook Street Play Area 
Copps Hill Terrace 

Corbett Park 

Crawford Street Playground 
Cronin Park 

Cumston Street Play Area 
Cunningham Park 

Cushing Park 

Cutillo Playground 
DeFilippo Playground 
Decatur & Meridian Park 
Deer Street Park 

Doherty Playground 
Doherty-Gibson Playground 
Dorchester Park 

Dorset Street Tot Lot 
Douglas Court Play Area 
Downer Avenue Playground 
Draper Playground 

East Boston Memorial Stadium 
Edgerly Road Playground 
Edgeworth Street Play Area* 
Edwards Playground 

Elm Hill Park 
Erie-Ellington Street Playground 
Eustis Street Play Area 
Evans Way Park 

Fallon Field 

Fens Rose Garden 

Fidelis Way Park 

Flaherty Park 

Flaherty Playground 
Forsythe Park 

Foster Street Playground 
Franklin Park 

Franklin Square 

Gallagher Memorial Park 
Galvin Park 

Garvey Playground 
Gateway Park 


Neighborhood 


North End 

South Boston 
Back Bay/Beacon Hill 
Roxbury 
Charlestown 
North End 

South Dorchester 
Roxbury 

South Dorchester 
South End 
Allston/Brighton 
Downtown 

North End 

North End 

East Boston 
North Dorchester 
Charlestown 
South Dorchester 
South Dorchester 
North Dorchester 
North End 

North Dorchester 
West Roxbury 
East Boston 
Fenway/Kenmore 
Charlestown 
Charlestown 
Roxbury 
Roxbury 
Roxbury 
Fenway/Kenmore 
Roslindale 
Fenway/Kenmore 
Allston/Brighton 
South Boston 
Roxbury 
Fenway/Kenmore 
North End 
Roxbury 

South End 
Allston/Brighton 
Allston/Brighton 
South Dorchester 
Chinatown 
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Site Name Neighborhood 
Gibbons Playground Jamaica Plain 
Hannon Playground Roxbury 

Hanson Street Play Area South End 
Hardiman Playground Allston/Brighton 
Harris Park Roxbury 
Haverhill Playground* Charlestown 
Hayes Park South End 

Healy Playground Roslindale 
Hemenway Playground South Dorchester 
Highland Park Roxbury 

Hillside St. Play Area (Poplar) Roslindale 
Hobart Street Play Area Allston/Brighton 
Hooker Street Playground Allston/Brighton 
Horan Way Play Area Jamaica Plain 
Howes Playground Roxbury 
Humbolt Plaza Roxbury 

Hunt Playground Mattapan 

Hunter Playground* Charlestown 
Hynes Playground West Roxbury 
Iacono Playground (Readville) Hyde Park 
Independence Square South Boston 
Jamaica Pond Jamaica Plain 
Jeep Jones Park Roxbury 
Jefferson Playground Jamaica Plain 
Joslin Park Fenway/Kenmore 
Joyce Playground Allston/Brighton 
King School Park Roxbury 

King Street Play Area Roxbury 
Kittredge Park Roxbury 

L Street Beach South Boston 
Lambert Ave. Playground (Dorr) Roxbury 
Langone Park North End 

Lee Playground Fenway/Kenmore 
Lee Playground South Boston 
Lincoln Square West Roxbury 
Linwood Park Roxbury 

Little Scobie Playground Roxbury 
LoPresti Park East Boston 
London & Decatur Street Play Area East Boston 
Malcolm X Park (Washington Park) Roxbury 

Martin Playground (Hilltop) South Dorchester 
McConnell Park North Dorchester 
McGann Park Roslindale 
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Site Name 


McKinney Playground 
McLaughlin Playground 
McLean Playground 
Mission Hill Playground 


Monsignor Reynolds Playground 


Mother’s Rest Play Area 
Mozart Street Playground 


Mount Pleasant Avenue Play Area 


Muddy River to the Fens 
Murphy Playground 
Myrtle Street Play Area 
Norton Park 

Norton Street Playground 
Noyes Playground 
O’Day Playground 
O’Reilly Playground* 
Olmsted Park 

Orchard Park 

Pagoda Park 

Paris Playground 
Parkman Playground 
Paul Gore Street 
Penniman Street Play Area 
Peters Park 

Phillips Street Play Area 
Piemonte Park 

Pinebank Play Area 
Plympton Street Play Area 
Polcari Playground 

Port Norfolk Park 


Portsmouth Street Playground 


Porzio Park 

Preble Street Playground 
Public Gardens 
Puddingstone Park 
Puopolo Playground 
Quincy Street Play Area 
Quincy Street Play Area 
Quinn Way 

Ramsey Park 

Ringer Playground 
Ringgold Park 

Ripley Playground 
Riverway 


Neighborhood 


Allston/Brighton 
Jamaica Plain 
East Boston 
Jamaica Plain 
South End 
Fenway/Kenmore 
Jamaica Plain 
Roxbury 
Fenway/Kenmore 
Jamaica Plain 
Back Bay/Beacon Hill 
Chinatown 

South Dorchester 
East Boston 
South End 
Charlestown 
Jamaica Plain 
Roxbury 
Downtown 

East Boston 
Roslindale 
Jamaica Plain 
Allston/Brighton 
South End 

Back Bay/Beacon Hill 
West Roxbury 
Jamaica Plain 
South End 

North End 

South Dorchester 
Allston/Brighton 
East Boston 
South Boston 
Back Bay/Beacon Hill 
Roxbury 

North End 
Roxbury 

North Dorchester 
West Roxbury 
South End 
Allston/Brighton 
South End 

South Dorchester 
Fenway/Kenmore 


Master List 


City of Boston: 

Inventory of City owned Parks and TEL Met 

(alphabetically listed) 
Se a 
Site Name Neighborhood 
Riverway Jamaica Plain 
Roberts Playground South Dorchester 
Ronan Park South Dorchester 
Ross Playground Hyde Park 
Rossmore-Stedman Park Jamaica Plain 
Rotch Playground South End 
Rutherford Avenue Play Area Charlestown 
Ryan Play Area North Dorchester 
Ryan Playground Charlestown 
Saratoga Street Play Area East Boston 
Savage Mini Park Roslindale 
Savin Hill Park North Dorchester 
Shubow Park Allston/Brighton 
Smith Playground Allston/Brighton 
South End Library Park South End 
South Street Mall Jamaica Plain 
Sparrow Park* South End 
Saint James Street Park Roxbury 
Statler Park Chinatown 
Sumner & Lamson Street Playground East Boston 
Sweeney Playground South Boston 
Symphony (Morville) Community Park Fenway/Kenmore 
Thetford Street Playground Mattapan 
Thornton St # 134* Roxbury 
Trotter School Playground Roxbury 
Union Park Downtown 
Union Park South End 
Union Park Street Play Area South End 
Walker Playground Mattapan 
Walnut Park Play Area Roxbury 
Walsh Playground South Dorchester 
Washington & Beech Street Hsg. Dev. Roslindale 
Watson Park South End 
Wellesley Park South Dorchester 
West Broadway Hsg. Dev. South Boston 
Westland Avenue Gates Fenway/Kenmore 
Whittier Playground Roxbury 
Wilkes Street Play Area South End 
Winthrop Playground Roxbury 
Wright Golf Course Roslindale 


Note: * park or playground presently in transition either undeveloped, 


abandoned, or transferred. 


? en: wo 4 uit 

Pu aie 
: a . <4 Lory 7 “ec ea) 
o : tres a 
‘A007 


: 


én a a a 
act a 7 
ce 

__ i . x ; 
om _ 


> aad a" 2 
: ae he 3] 


is Z 
Vv 
7 <4 " , - . 
: ‘ ‘ ; 2G b 4 
«> ° —. 
_ 
a = 
: 4 a! fa? hay es | 
= a iex*a 
f? rT : - 
Ty) ; CwOs » 
i H ( 


- ) @ ke i wt at 
rem ta Pe oF jou? st wohl vk Raitt 
: , dug? econ, Woe Seay 

s : wen i al - aces ae 

’ . b Lage ty i tat : 
ere iva Lage ¢ ar “er 
an - ie at fs saint hoe 
oS ha ni rang prteweds # Seaton | 
| heat Mt . MAE spit eed a wie % sony racten' Ree Panne: 
64.4 rey, ray ‘ ‘ vreqenl net “wd teva _ Lashes 
i al ba A ee dat qeeaatioW » 
nee? eet | Ne? OR - Sontean wn . a 


sr 


“urns 

' etl avatZ, rs 
«arenes 

slurs! nA eee Mere 


ey ste “wlth, oe ttt cake : 


vy ioe | —- 


Glossary 


Glossary 


Boston's Open Space 
Volume Two: The Inventory 


sa 


a ee eee 


Abutment: 


Active Recreation: 


A structure that supports weight and/or lateral force, 
as at the end of a bridge. 

Recreation that involves vigorous physical activity 
such as baseball, soccer, tennis, jogging, etc. 


Aeration: The mechanical process of increasing soil porosity; 
allowing increased levels of oxygen into the soil for 
plant respiration. 

Allee: A tree-lined walk or drive. 

Balustrade: A row of vertical supports topped by a rail. 

Berm: An earthen mound. 

Bibb: As in hose bibb, a valve faucet with a bent-down 
nozzle to which a hose or water pipe is attached. 

Bituminous/ 


Bituminous Concrete: 


Bluestone: 
Bosque: 


Bollard: 


Bull-Nose Curb: 


Catchbasin: 


Cheek Walls: 


Circulation System: 


Compaction: 


Concrete Footing: 


An asphaltic material used in the construction of 
roadways, paths, and athletic surfaces such as tennis 
and basketball courts. 

A type of sandstone of blue-gray color. 

A grouping of trees which is ordered and evenly 
spaced. 

A post of concrete, metal, or wood, typically three to 
four feet high, and usually found in a series; used to 
protect an element to define an area, or to control 
access and circulation. 

A curb where the top face and exposed vertical face 
meet to form a rounded corner. 

An underground concrete structure with a cast-iron 
grate which collects rainwater and other surface 
drainage and directs it into an underground storm drain 
system. 

Retaining walls which occur on either or both sides of 
a stairway or ramp. 

A system of paths and roads designed to carry and 
direct pedestrian and vehicular traffic throughout an 
area. 

The compression of soil generally caused by excessive 
foot or vehicular traffic. 

A mass of concrete at the lower end of a foundation 
wall, pier, column, or post which distributes the load 
over a larger surface area and gives strength and 
stability to the structure. 


Cul-De-Sac: A street, lane, or alley closed at one end, usually 
having an enlarged, somewhat circular area for turning 
around. 

Curvilinear: A form consisting of or bounded by curved lines. 
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Crusting: 
Day Care: 
Deciduous: 


Desire Lines: 
Dike: 


Drying Winds: 
Easement: 
Dog-Run: 


Egress: _ 
Escapes: 
Escarpment: 
Filagree: 
Forecourt: 


Frontage: 
Girdled: 
Guy wires: 


Hand Surfaced: 
Harbor Islands: 


Heaving: 


Hemlock Hedge: 


Me xxi2 


The hardening of the soil surface, most often by 
compaction, thereby preventing water and oxygen 
from entering the soil. 

Refers to publicly funded, formalized day care 
programs and/or any other child care programs 
responsible for the safety and care of children 
Descriptive of trees or shrubs, usually of temperate 
climates, that shed their leaves annually; characteristic 
of most hardwoods and a few softwoods. 

Worn, unauthorized paths indicating pedestrian traffic 
flow in the most expedient route between two points. 
A constructed bank, used to control or confine water, 
usually made of earth. 

Winds lacking moisture and high in temperature that 
cause excessive evaporation of water from soil and 
plants. 

An interest in land owned by another that legally 
entitles the non-owner to a specific limited use or 
enjoyment. 

An area, typically surrounded by a fence, which 
provides space for a dog to get exercise and relieve 
himself. 

A place or means of going out; exit. 

Cultivated plants that have run wild, and are found in 
places where they have not been planted. 

A long cliff separating two level surfaces. 

An ornamental metal fence. 

An area that acts as a ground or entry-way to another 
area or a building. 

The length of a lot line or building site along a street or 
other public way, or along a body of water forming a 
boundary 

A condition which develops when an object surround- 
ing a tree trunk constricts trunk growth, resulting in 
deformity or injury to the tree. 

Wires used to brace a tree when it is first planted, or to 
stabilize an older tree. Also called staking wires. 
Hand finished surface on concrete. 

Refers to islands in Boston Harbor owned by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the City of Boston, 
and private groups. Boston’s holdings include: Long; 
Moon; Rainsford; and Spectacle Islands. 

Expansion and displacement of earth, generally caused 
by freezing. 

A hedge created by hemlock, an evergreen coniferous 
tree of the pine family; Latin, Tsuga. 
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Ingress: 
Inholdings: 


Ionic Column: 


A place or means of coming in; entrance. 

A parcel of private land within the boundaries of a 
park or other public property. 

A column proportioned and stylized according to one 
of the three classical Greek orders. 


Impoundment: A landform designed to collect and contain 
water in a resevoir; the act of confining. 

Knoll: A small, round hill; a mound. 

Linear Park: Built or natural corridors such as utility rights-of-way, 
bluff lines, median strips, malls, and roads that link 
other components of the recreation system. 

Mall: A public area often set with shade trees and designed 
as a promenade or pedestrian walk. Also, a paved or 
grass strip between two roadways. 

Microclimate: An essentially uniform local climate in a small site or 


Moisture Stress: 


habitat, created by external factors. 
A physical factor (excess or lack of water supply) 
which contributes to disease. 


Mow Strip: A hard-surfaced strip at the base of an obstruction in a 
lawn area, such as a fence or post, to facilitate mowing 
and prevent the growth of weeds and grass. 

Mulch: A protective covering, usually shredded pine bark, 


Multi-Purpose Park: 


Natural Area: 


spread in planting beds, around trees, and in play areas 
to prevent erosion, control weeds, reduce evaporation, 
maintain even soil temperature, and provide a soft 
ground surface for play. 

A park of any size that is designed to serve both active 
and passive recreational needs. 

An area within a park that is undeveloped and exhibits 
natural characteristics (e.g. a small woodland, a rock 
outcropping). 


Open Space: The designation given parks, recreational, and natural 
areas, or other land not occupied by buildings. 

Overseeding: The technique of spreading grass seed over an existing 
lawn in order to increase the density of the lawn’s 
growth. 

Palette: The variety of plants used at a given location. 

Park: Area designated for public use and enjoyment. 


Passive Green Space: 


Passive Park: 


Usually combines spaces for passive use and active 
recreation in a natural setting. 

A landscaped area reserved for non-vigorous physical 
activities—walking, sitting, picnicking, etc. 

A park designed solely for quiet activities, with no 
provision for sports, play, or other active recreation. 
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Passive Use: 


Pavers: 
Pendulous: 
Percolation: 
Pergola: 


Perimeter Planting: 
Planters: 


Play Equipment: 


Playfield: 


Playground: 


Playlot: 


Play Value: 


Polygonum Thickets: 


Ponding: 


Porosity: 


Privet Hedge: 


The use of a park for quiet occupations not involving 
vigorous physical activity; passive activities or uses 
include walking, sitting, and picnicking. 

Paving material constructed in units with which a 
walking or driving surface is covered. 

A landscape form which is hanging or suspended in 
air. Trees representative of this form include the 
American elm and the weeping willow. 

The downward movement of water through soil. 

A structure consisting of parallel columns which 
support an open roof of girders and cross rafters. 
Planting around the edge of an area. 

A container or contained area in which plants are 
grown. 

Structures and built elements designed to occupy 
children in games or other recreational acitivites; often 
located in specific areas of playground, such as tot lot 
and include swings, slides, and climbers. 

Field that supports active, organized team sports and 
provides facilities for baseball, softball, basketball, 
football, tennis, etc.; primarily used by teenagers and 
adults, may include areas for play of young children 
and quiet activities for all ages as secondary features. 
Designed primarily for children’s play, ages 6-15. 
Space provided for informal games (tennis, softball, 
basketball). Larger playgrounds may include baseball 
and/or football. Other facilities provided for play of 
young children and teenagers as well. 

Usually designed to serve small children, it is a small, 
active recreation area. May have basketball courts, 
tennis courts, and small sitting areas. 

The capacity of a play structure or playground to 
successfully and creatively fulfill its function of 
teaching children basic physical, intellectual, and 
social skills. 

A dense growth of an extremely vigorous invasive 
weed that grows between six and eight feet tall. 
Accumulation of water in poorly graded pavements 
and lawn areas. 

The relative quantity of air space in the soil; relates to 
the ability of water and air to penetrate the soil 
environment. 

A hedge comprised of privet, which is a very common, 
fast-growing deciduous shrub that grows up to twelve 
feet. 
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Public Communal 

Experience: Describes the activity or function of parkland as a 
meeting space. 

Puddingstone: A type of conglomerate stone common in the Boston 
area. 

Ragweed (Species): A common weed which produces a great amount of 
pollen, one of the most prominent causes of hay 
fever. 

Repointing: Replacement of the cracking or missing mortar in 
joints between bricks or stones. 

Rip Rap: Large stones placed on a slope to prevent erosion. 

Rock Outcropping: The part of a rock formation that is exposed at the 
surface of the ground. 

Root Respiration: The process by which a plant’s roots take in oxygen 
from the soil for metabolism and release carbon 
dioxide produced during metabolism. 

Run Off: The water from rain or melted snow that flows over the 
surface of the land. 

Shelter: A structure providing protection from the weather, 
usually consisiting of a roof and either walls or posts. 
A shelter with posts is referred to as an open-air 
shelter. 

Siting: The spatial location of natural and man-made elements 
in the landscape. 

Spalling: The flaking of a surface due to frost or a chemical 
action. 

Spillway: A passage for surplus water to run over or around an 
obstruction. 

Spray Area: Play area, primarily for young children, that has a 
source of water spray. 

Square: An open space formed at the meeting of two or more 
streets. Can be designed for passive use, or serve a 
visual function such as a landscaped rotary. 

Staking Wires: Wires used to brace a tree when it is first planted, or to 


Standard Park-Built 
Elements: 


stabilize and older tree. Also called guy wires. 


Those man-made elements that are considered to be 
standard fixtures in a park, such as benches and picnic 
tables. 


Stoloniferous: Having horizontal branching from the base of a plant 
producing new plants from buds at its tip or nodes. 

Subgrade: Soil layers beneath the top layer of earth or paving. 

Sucker Growth: A shoot or group of shoots growing up from the roots 
or base of a tree. 

Terrace: A relatively level paved or planted area. 
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Top-Dressing: 
Topography: 
Tot Lot: 
Tussocks: 


Trapezoidal: 


Tree Pit: 


Trunk Sprouts: 


Urban Wild: 


Undulate: 
Volunteer: 


Wetland: 
Weed Trees: 


Yew: 
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The application of material on top of the soil surface 
without working it in. 

The physical configuration of the land surface. 

A playground designed for use by toddlers and pre- 
school children. Often includes swings, slides, 
climbers, and a soft surface (e.g. sand or grass). 

A compact tuft of grasses growing together. 
Describing a four-sided shape with only two sides 
parallel. 

The excavated hole dug to hold the root mass and 
planting soil of a new tree. 

Shoots which grow from the trunk of a tree. 

An undeveloped site whose scale, ecological, and 
scenic significance can vary considerably, from an area 
which has retained considerable natural character to 
one that is severely disturbed by human intervention, 
and from a fraction of an acre to over 100 acres. 
Having a wavy surface, edge or markings. 

A plant that has seeded itself into an area and is 
growing spontaneously. 

Land containing a high level of soil moisture and 
supporting a specific plant community. 

Trees with rampant growth habits and prolific distribu- 
tion, often a nuisance. 

Coniferous evergreen tree and shrub with stiff linear 
leaves; Latin, Taxus. 
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